April 8, 1942

Dear (Corbet,

Thanke for your letter. It is slways a pleasure to see
something of the Entomolopglicel Boelety, and T hope it will be possible
next Winter to arrenge a Jolnt meeting with the Genstiecal Scolety.

At leeat I think that during warf time differsnt sclentifio
gociatlies cught %o nake 8 polnt of seelnr sonethling of each ather,
sinps genercl gatherings, such ns those of the Britieh Asacelation,
nrs présuwaably in abeyanon.

1 do nut think it would be safe to use ths relationship whioh
“iillams oalls my dletribution by way of the apeoleg eptimated 1200
to form an satimate of the individualsg in the reglon, for aa soon mp
one puta K = O one 1a assuming mnthematioally that ths nunmber of
apecies is infinite, or, in practioal terms, that there ares still &
number of epecles sc ra¥e that they have only a emall chance of
being ecaught. Thia, €f course, contradiots the othar elemsnt in the
ergument, namesly, that thers really are 1200 speoles all of whigh
enuld ba ceught in a gufficlently large sample.

1 am sending herewlth a copy of The negative binomlal dls-

tribution.
e Tours alnpsrsly,
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