January 23, 1939

Dear Darwin,

It is really exceedingly good of you, and more than I
had any right to hope, to lock over my paper so carsfully.
I am not sure whether you suggest any modification at the
point youd mark on page 6, whers I say: "Thls fact alone
does not explaln why there should be any limlt tc tha pre-
olslon with which we Mnow how much, and in what way, wa
aotually move it". I am not there arguing that the principle
of Andeterminacy 18 untrue, but only thet it ia not satis=-
faotorily explained by the popular glogan! "You cen never
see & thing without hitting 1t"; at least 1t would be
necessary to oomplicate this supposed explanation by saylng
something like: "We can never see & thing without hitting it
in & direction whlch is more and more unknown the more olearly
we gee 1t". My polnt is merely thntfi: guite conceivable
that a world ghould be determinletic to the cbaerver, aven
though he oould be aware of nothing wlthout barging lnto 1it.

Consequently, the postulats that we are sc placed doess not,

in iteslf, explain the rules of indeterminaocy. I may, however,



have missed part of your polnt, and, 1f so, should bes glad of
& brief ccrrection.

1 am immensely glad that you find I have not grossly
misrepresented the reactions of physlecal th&ﬂriﬁ?i to the
problem, as thls wae the point I wae most anxlous sabout on
readlng over my pAper. I am naturally curlous && to your
own point of view, and hope to hear your Galton Leoturs -
though genersally I avold more dinners in town than I attend.

I doubt if I can get & grip on your oconoept of free-will without”
knowlng what your '11 is. Trying to think objlectively, the
only olear dletinotion I oan mrke &8 to the reality, or efficacy,
of my intention and cholce 1a betwsan the viawa, (&) that
aufflolently exaot and detailed anteocesdent knﬂ!lﬁdgi nuulﬂ,-
thaurefinally, pradiot all my actions in nﬂuanéi, end (b) that
no concelveble aystem of prior observatione could predict Lt
in all detail. If the latter is true, then what I concelve
of a8 my choloes dospg have real effeots on the future of the
external world.

Take this ms an attempt at elarifloeation, not at argument.

Yours slncersly,



