15th Februery, 1952.

My denr !'esne,

Thanis for your letier ad ouitinge, expeolally tha
vartioularly wioked ona nn plewlng n THEL enblnet, whioch bringe
aoross the sharpnesa of feellin; engendered by a fresidentiel
aleotlon very foreibly.

ho, 1 heve not any new honours to boaprt of, unlesa you
oount Honorary lelborabdp of tho Paixietsan Stetisticsl 's-cciation,
a body I am afrald I had not ‘hqrn::*u ‘weard of. 1 am, however,
very mich hoping, thowth I have no inside Information, that
Eob Race may have been chosed this year for eleotion to the
Royal Poolety. Anyway, the effective deoision mugt have been
taken yestorday. I learnt somothing yoeterday also which
shows how thinge go in oircles, namoly that about 115 years
ago or more,; & nmeating of the Ceoatlon of Vponomios and tatis-
tios of the British Assceiation, featuring at thot Sime both
Halthus smd Tab sge, wore responsible l'or founding what is now
thu Royal Btatlstionl Soclety in this country snd later,
Jargely aidsd by (uetslet from Balgiwas, the Internationsl
institute of Statistice, and now hore am I in 1952 plot ing
and planning to inject a e,o0t of intelligent intersst in
dtatistics into that smoe British Assooietion Ifur tha /idvange-
ment of Solenge by the formation of a new seation of Biomestry
and Oenetices Of course, I do not know yet whether I shell

sucgeed but the suggestion has the support of & good manyg
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poientifio societiee, and I think it will be listened to.
hetunlly fduring the whold orf my effective lifetime, Statistics
has boen cor letely dend in the Assceiations meetings, although
there etill !n the oripginal Besotion F labelled 'eonomice end
Statistice, One of %he grest sdventages of a new word lilke
Biomstry i that 1t aynide trenfing on corns unnecescarily.
T puraoss 4t i ‘otElly beryond the wit of man to prevent the
gtnltifioation of formerly =oin~T eonearna,

m n wider front, . thin: the teouble coecs much desper
then that. Idees @P the clnesifigation of the selences
which ere ongondered about the end of the eighteenth century
8t111 govern the orgenisktion 5T tesshing in universities.
I mean partioularly that the hin]uﬁuﬂ solenods nre alaasified
by eubject matter so that we have greant depertments of Botany
and Loology and sub-departments of ‘ntomology and Mysology and
have to form new departments for Mlercblology se required and
are congpicuously mot clanuified by method or teshndque or
specinl tochiieal knowledge or anything funesticnal from the
hunnn ataddpoint. In the Dark fges of J.Eih I hafl the pleasare
of visiting a reeesrch centre at gﬁ:’lﬂa in your noighbourhood,
and was lnpﬂum“mthﬂ ﬂnﬂ that there was a department

s Lbrs et foed
for ressargh on hornee nlum, ang I think thore i1a for

‘sheep, pige snd pouliry, Yat nome for Physiclogy or for
Pathology or for Parasitelegy, Matrition, ete. There wae,
however, newly injected and chinimg like a star, Sewall Vedisht
with & Dapartment of Genetics, sn enormous corrugeted iron
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iilding crammed from floor to rool with sulnea pigs. I
emeafrald I held up the orogress of the narty sittlng in the
hot oan suatslde thin Bulldins mreounded by tlera and tisrs
of guiner rig skinal

It seeme to me that all our selon’ifio classification
needa cross dlvieion, bothfowr tenching and for de.artmentel
allocations in rese rch organiantions. 1 iwegine it 1s &he
ikatter that will lead the way in moving tewerds a more ratio—
nal alessification,

Yome more personal chattar. 1 was chesred up this
mornipg at breakfest by falling in with two men concerned
in the sumfagture of bearings who had discovercd and wore
in the flush of enthusisam sbout deaign of sxperimente for

solving industriel problema.  Mave not yJou s book yet that
I gan sell then?

Singerely yonra,



