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Professor R. A. Flsher
Galton Laboratory
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Dear Prolessor Flsher:

1 em very gled If we are not very far apart.
I want to mesure you that i1f I have misapprehended your
views, 1t 1s not through & lack of atudy of your papers.
I have read esach one at least twice and your book twice,
and after recelving your letter, I have re-read certaln
essential parts., I have the feeling that you have
ahlfted your position materislly without making published
atatements of your changss, In saying this, I have not
relied wholly on my own impressions but have presented
the material to seversal of my collesgues, B1ll of whom
have replied that they got the zame Impresslom that I
hnd,

Parh:ﬁa it 1z true that you have restricted the
gcope of your eory to major deleteriocus mutatlons having
no particular evolutionary slgnificance, but certainly
your statement in your 1988 paper clearly leads one to
believe that your theory wes, to & large extent, formu-
lated becoause you believed the Drosophila mutat{una wara

a falr gample of all mutatlonsa. The first sentance of
your '28 paper says: "l1. Gene mutaticns: The very exten-
slve serles of gene mutations observed in Drosophila
melanogaster and allied specles is at present by far the
moet ample basis available for the study of these chenges;
nevertheless the neture of the mutant genses found in other

groupe be clted as indicating that the outstanding
characteriatics of the Drosophlila mutations EE} ba char-
Boteristic ol gene Mutatione 1o genseral,” ow, Bince

this paper and certaln other paragraphe in your writinga
are susceptlble of misinterpretation of your present views,
why don't you write & paper bringing them more up to dete?
I should be glad to see 1it. I don't see how I ocould
"oorrect the false impression which you have given of my
views," because unless I publlished your letter - which I
ghould be glad to do, if you wleh - thers ls nothlng I
could say, I am sure that a prepared statement would be
better than the publication of the letter. I have made
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such a statement concerning whet I concelve to be o mis-
statement of my views esbout heterostylism, You will find
it in the current nuuber of the ALERTICAN NATURALIST. The
faot that T did not wlthdraw the so-called balunced lethal
hypothesls me an interpretation of the results. cbtalned
from the plants descendins from klirs., Barlow's aberrant
mids, was not important enough to need a note: but your
sugrestion gave me the cpportunity to think sbout the
atralght genetics of linksge changes, end I thousht it
worth while to note the conclusions I drew.

I understoand that we shall heave the opportunity
of welcomlng you ot Harverd next summer, 1 hope that
the rumour 1s true, and that we can get together for some
discussiona,

Sincerely yours,
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