2173 Cumninpgton Road
Cleveland, Ohio
January 15,1930

Dr R. A, Fisher
Rothamated Experimantal Station
Harpanden,Herta
Dear Tr Flsher,

How soon go you expact to hove your new boolk ounte
I am nuite intripued by the outlined content of its
firat chapter.Will the reost of the book deal with the
purely blo-atatlstlioal matters in 1line with your esrlier
works in Mendellan theory,or will it be s study in
geneais and development of Darwin's and Mendel's own
ideaa?l like to apeculate that 1t will do both.

You did not attemnt to prepare the rosders for
recoption of thils work.I looked throupgh many a neri-
odieal mrccesslble here and could not find any Airect
referonce to this new undarteking,.Instead,I found the
Neture'a gorrespondence which ensued the review of

the Stutisticnl Methods for Resomrch Workerk anid the

gqueer uncalled-for note of K. Pesarson. I hegin to dis-
1ike certeln waya of this venersble pentleman.

Using my best Judgment I am sending wvou the
abridred sketoh of the per-caplta essay.I would really
11ka to mow what you think about it.Is it worth while?
Plense,tell it frankly,with or without reasons why.

A eritical word from you means more to me then the

credits and rrcopnition I pet here.¥ou know,indeed,



there are times when mapnanimous encourapgement and
partlal 4indulgence is more cruel in the long run
than & downrlght sharp eritliclsm made by & worthy man.
Cur correspondence is and wlll remaln n purely riwmte
affair,and, therefore,no soclal responsibllities ave to
be attached teo 1t. As to me,I think 1t ia not too late
to chenge my trend of atudy,

It 1s somewhat eombarrassing to force upon you the
mettar of appralsing the work of n atrenmger boyond the
geas.There is no justifieatlon for dolinm 1t,except in
the half-forpotten 1deals of the relatlion between the
real men of sclence and the vounger students.But even

tha langth of
this jusatliflcecatlion can hardly navarhfﬂentrqfi?ﬂ pazes
ofabstract discoussion in wmethodolemy.

Keep the paper as lony as you fanl 1ike,-I ahall
not have any time ko woarl om it dbring next month.And
then,perhaps,it will be left slone,

In two weeks or so I shall have printed my firat
somawhat olumay work in psycholopicnl stotistics
written ns a term paver in my Junlor gsenr in eollepa.
It was sont away Ly the homd of e Qopartment ande..
wventunlly I mey be sorry for lettlng 1t mppear in

rrint. But up to t.hﬂnIF

Sineeraly yours,

"



