2175 Cummington Road
Cleveland Ohio
November 17,1528

Lrs R. As Flsher
Rothamsted Experimental Station
Harpenden, Herts

ﬁﬂﬂ!‘ Dr Fiﬂhﬂt", x5
Thank you ever so much for your kind letter and for

the pains you took in reading my rat!ier lengthy paper.

I re-thought your general objection to classifying
the domsin of different sciehces on the bases of tho subjiebt
matter,The objection 18 perfectly valld,and that's why I so
cordially disapree with i1t insofar ans Statistics iz concerned,

Statistics as n science of method has & sul peneris

subject matter In no wey similar to Bioclogy.The basic relation
between "method" and "fact" in Statistics is altopether
different from that in Biology. A "faot" for the science of
Statistles 1s a methodological entity,an attitude toward or
ef approach to a datum supplied by the sxtrenal world.It is

in mg_undaratnndingia sclence of the abstract wayes and meens
of deeling with data.The method of eleboration of the Stat-
istical Theory is thus & "sccond depree abatraction" from
the abstract ontitles. To bring Statistics to the level

of the principles underlying the present classification of
biologicel anienae*manns,fur me, extrectling it from the realm
of the gecond degree abatiractiona(leaving this reelm for
logle and mathematicsa) and Eata‘bliaﬂi#fimly the bases of the
olassifioation of the primary approach to and attltude toward

the factusl reallty.The tendenocy to make Ststlstics a pure



normative sclence appeers to me & detrimental tendoney.

fur disagreement 1s due;perhaps,to the differences
in the backgrounds.You are tralned in the field of exact
and seml-exact aclences,whlle I am stertlng my tralning in
auc-iulag‘g'.fi‘alking gbout disagreement I disrcegard for the
time being my lack of trainingl).

I fesl now in the same position in which the propound-
era of the experimental method found themselvesa century ago.
When your fathers--stalwerrt empiricilsts as they were--dsvel-
oped the inducpive logle,ss the basls of the experimental
method, they tackled the problem from two anglea:the Induction
a8 the bese of the process of thinking, and the induetion
as the base of the method of study the nnture,They fixed
the precise canons - for 1ts use and abuae. In develop-
ing 8tatistics thelr children--emplrlecista atill-sesm to
overlook the problem of canonization, Statistical method
when applied 1in the fleld of the traditional exnct aclences
finds in common seénse and intultlion of the students an ade-
quate pguide.But 1n soclology{and for tlint matter,in psychology,
tuu,lthn gommon sense does not eppear to be infallible.Canon-

izatlon seems to be indispensable for erm(f;-‘ come.This 3
process of canonigation and the problems which ardse in the
applications of the canons are within-the domain of 3tatistlcs
and are to be treated in some way.0ne objection will be railsed
immediately,namely, that the root of trouble lles in spelo-
logy,and that therefore let socielogy deal with 1f,leaving

Statistics nmlone.l may return only one consideration:
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Statlistlces can not refuse to deal with the problems arlsling
from its applicetlons,unless 1t yants to become a purely
normative,formal sclence and thus.:unmmit suicide ss mathod.

For the time being it is fairly diffieult to visual-
ize where the attempts at epnonization will lead to, Well,
so was it with Bergsonian concept of "duration",or Minkowski's
space,It 1s guite inarticulate now,but 1t seemsx to be a
promiaing field for work in thse near fubturs,

I realize that you are too much occupled to be dls-
trected from your work or to spemd your leigure time 1n car-
rying on this dlscussion,It is perhaps as anncying to you,
as advising our undergrada of the advantages of uslng the
mean, medisn ete in any partleular sltuation ls to me.Blad
as I sm %o browse on the subject which mey turn teo be my
work for next few years,I feel I must forgo it in deference
to your time.Plesse, do not t©rouble yourself to answer

this letter,unless you think it 1s wobbh your while,

Aa for me,

dixl and animem levavi

Yours sincersly,

Wpfellle



