January £lst, 1536

My dear Ford,

I suppose Mandel attempted crosses with bees
principally because he was, cor had been, an enthusiast
for bee-keeping, and I belleve, though I forget on what
evidenoe, that he was largely responsible '.-" the
development of the frame hive. I think Bateson wentionas
that he was president of a local bee-kespers sooclety. The
inpldent of trylng to make bees mate by freelng them 1n a
closed room would have been readlly remembered, even if
it had been almost a solitary attempt.

dut your letter ralsea the interesting queation
about what the omse would have looked llke without
knowledge of the chromos omes o I suppome, sven without
this, 1t might have ﬂm Mendel's mind thag, 1 the
mals reoeived its ipheritanse only from one parend, all
ites gametes must be mlike, s2 it ocould not be heterozygous.
I supposs mlso that he oould not sxeluds tmi altaynative
that the son of a haterosygous mother reosived ber diploid
irheritanss in ruJ.l,,ﬁ.'q‘., that the dronss were fppmed



from unreduced eggn. It doss not seem guite impossible
that he had in view a test betwsen these two possibilities,
but hia bee work sesems to have totally disappeared,

He sure to look me up here when you are in town,
as there are several thinges 1 should like to show you:
some new transperancles, and I forget whether you have
saen & rather nice modiflier of the dominanta of the
agoutl faotor in mice which we are beginning to introduce
into the whole serles of egoutl allslomorphs.

One very curicus seffect Iln our mouse cross ls a
case of BBY recombination, which, on internal evidence,
sesema to be quite established, since, apart from its
formal signifioance on the rumbsrs counted, ths B diffsrent
classes of males used (B in eoupling, I think, and 3 1in
repulsaicn) all indepsndently show an axosas of
recombinations, Apart from putting the 2 factors, dilute
eolour snd Crew's wavy into the same chromosome, this
glves, I believe, the first decisive svidenos of chromatid
interferenss.

YTours simcerely,



