22 April 1291.

Il:lBl- F‘:rd’ REq%‘ FF-I‘!,
Dait., of Joclnopyr,
Un-versity uoeum,
CXFORD.

Usar Ford,
I had a letter fros Taker by the sacme gost as -yours.

I have a gertaln amount of difficulty in appreclating what
ia at lesua, 'and should really like to know 1f, and on what
part, RElton feals slighted. Frobably this iz because
biologiste are much more meticulous abunl reflerences te
previous ideas and suggeetions than are mathesaticians.

In a deseriptive sclence this is natural, for with an
cbeervational fact such as a row of cilla, one can usefully
refer to the man who firet noticed it. In mathematice the
enly peinta eonnected with prierity are the statement in
print of a corrected argument or proef by which it ia

shown that cne statement follows from a set of othears.

Baker'e peint seeme to be that Elton hed previocusly
made twoe atatemants of whish you have supylied (he and you
beth aseribe it %o me, but I do mot dare or know if anything



I said has been ugorul; LL2 cuseeting link. He @ tates it
in three sentences, of which the firslL and third he aseribes
Lo .lt¢n, and the second to me, while I think he recognises

L conueclednesa of the three is due %o you. Hera thay

arfe ag he - tated them:-

Pwhen, after a parlod of ﬁnr. scarcity, a
gpeciss is rapldly increasing numbars,
nun-advantageocus matations tend tu spread through
the population. In the course of thelr
spreading, they are likely to becuae locorporated
with cerwain gene-complexes with which they give
rise to charactere having selection value.

fhus perlodical increases and decreases in numbers
may rusult lo wore rapld evolubion than stationary
populations",

I am perfectly satisfied to leave i.a, that, uut
before replying I should be glad to konow if it seems wll
right Lo you.

Yours sinceraly,



