léth March 1834.

Dear Professer Frechet,

I have new read through the preposed
moblen and on the first peint disocussed I think
thers 15 no question that the statemant is cerrect.
The penultimate paragraph, hewdver, opens with words
which seem be suggest that the only use of the oceefflolient
gorrelabtlion 1e that which a man makes whn finding an
ineignificant velus, sendludes that the wvarlabes are
statisblonl 1y independent, This as far as I can
Judge 18 ths converss of the usual presedure in this
country, where it 1s mere usual, en finding a significant
value for: e cerrelation te concluds that the variabes
are not stabistlonlly independent, In fact,legloally
all the Sests of significance are means whereby the
facks are allowed %e dldpreve soms definits hypethesis,
ard not means whereby they are aver allewsd te preve
such & hypebhesis,

Apuﬁ from Sesta of algnificancs, hewaver,
the correlatiecn ccefflcient l1a used as a meand ef
estimating the valus of a perameter, by means of which
the hypothebisal pepulatien, from whioh the sampled 1ia
drawn, 1s believed te be specified and this use appemmws



proper when, ss fer e,g. in anthrepemstry the
pepulatlien sampled oan be epescified In this way,
but illagitimate in many omses wheare slther ors
of the regresslion cosfficlents mnd the wariance
about the cerresponding regresslen line that
represent objectlve quantlties, which are proper
subjects fer sstimatien, but where tthe cerrslation
poefficient Af used in such spsoifiocatien ia no
mers the:mathematloal flotlen,

I am,

yours sincarsly,



