Frofessor Buggles Gates,

Eing's Collepe,
Strand,

Deur Fuggles Gates,
I am very glad you wrote to me on
the Family Allowanoe programme, since our time on the
Committee has been so much wasted in merely wranglipg,
that our real job of constructive thought has been
mich neglescted,
The point I have made in the draft ie,
that all who understand the matter are agresd that
allowances would be bemefioial in professional and
sicilled ococupations, but that there s room for
divergence of opinion ms to ita effecta in the large
unskilled and semi-skilled ssotions, who.awe on the
whols below the national aversge in wbility, At our
last meeting I was urged by Mre. Hubbaok and Ruxlesy to

leave this last out, on the ground, I think, that divergence
of opipion should not be had unnscessarily, I do not

mgree with this on prineiple, snd think with you that



we should be omutious in giving a Eugenis blessing
to portlons of the scheme which are really debatable.
There 1a a good deal to be sald on both

aldes, As I understand, it must be sdmitted that
in so far ss allowances act in inoreasing purentage,
this motion will be on the whole, dysgenic in clasmes
below the national averags of ability,

1 should like to mee the validity of this
argument quite frankly mccepted, On the other hand
the effects on soolel promotion do meem to be definitely
benefiolal, for at the present time promotion , let us
say among the children of semi-skilled unooupations ’
gives a rather strong preference to the members of ths
Emaller families, wherems, with family allowanoss the
m promoted would eontain thelr falr share of the more
fartile strains, Thers oan be no doubt as an cbssrva=
tional feet, that fertility messured by the actual nmber
of ochildren is quite strongly heritabls, Whather this
is due in part to purely physiologioal cmuses, ov, as. I
am Iinolined to think, prinoipally to tsmperamsntal
differencens, expressing themselvds in selibacy late
marriage, opr contraceptlon to an unnecessary degree, and
merely on the chservatlional fact 1t ia olear the prefersn-
tisl promotion of children from smell families muat



- -

lower the fertility of all oclass inte which they rise.
I myaelf belleve that this 1a the most
important oause of the differentlal birth-rate, and
that Famlily Allowances would, in time, cumlatively
exert a muoh more important effect through the re=
distribution of 1nnate tendencies te fertility, that 1%
would ms a direst stimulus to parenthocd, but as I
urged to the Committee at the last meeting, I do not
think we ought to speak as though my opinion in this
matter was universally mocepted, though it should be
put forward as a possible and rational point of view,

fouras sincerely,



