3rd November 1033,

R.R.tates, Eaq,,
Elng's Etc-ila_g;s =
Strand.

Hy dear Ruggles Gates,

I have written to Sramwell, to
notlfy him that I want to raise a question of the moms
adeaquate representation of 3lolopglats on the Gensral
Purposes Committea. I hope alen at the same time
aefter an adequate number of names have heen selected,
that the function of the Committee will be dlscussed,
and I hope ammended, 80 as to maele 1t a penuine
Executive Committes, as indsed it was until recently.
It would perhaps be ms weil, if you were prepared in
advanes to move A resolutliof to this effect, What I
intend to do myself, after explaining why I think the
ficolety 1e suffering from lts present Comstitution, is
to propoce your neme and Cutler's, expressing the hope
that other namee would be added. I imagine this should
be passed without questlon, and I hope you will then
propose at least two more namea yourself, such as Ford
and Thornton, w ho are both members of the Genstical
toclety, Ford being mlready quite a leading suthority
on Animal Genetics,

If the Council mccepts these seven

names, as I should expect, it 1s mbsclutely mecessary



that the character and probably also the name of the
General furposs: Committes should then ‘be altered,
g0 as to give 1t the character of an Executlive
Committee, respensible tec the Councll for all
getlon taken on its behalf, At present thsre
sgeme to be puch obseurlty, end attlon seems to
be taken by other bodles, Finance Committee, and
g0 on, “without there belng any single body to
whom the Counell can loock, as responsihle for
taking action decided on, and for justifying

te the Councll actlon already taken.

The currant absence of Honorary Secretaries

graatly increases the need of a responalble
Executive hody., Anothar thing that would ha
halpful would be for one orbwo spesalters to axpreas
the hope that the now body should draw plana, and
tuke auch motlion as would be neosassary as should
enable the Soclety to pgaln orcregaln 1ts standing
a8 & Sclentlflc Soclety,

Yours sincerely,



