22 January, 1954,

Dear Harland,

I think the materisl of the third volume of the firat
id:l.‘t:l.uEiElu never brought into the second edition at all,

From the date you give, 1882 » for the seocond edition of
volume one, it mustibe = reprint forthe original second
edition must have Bppeargg about 1832 and as you Bay posaibly
even before volume three was issusd though doubtless long
after the material in it vas written, My edition of volums
three is dated 1833,

You will however emeily know if you have the original
Tirst edition of this volums by looking for the large appendix
etarting with, "Instruction for using M. Deshayes's table of
eshellsy¥ Appendix 1v following on to Appendix iy "Tfables of
foasil shells, by M, G.P. Deshaysa" and finally many pages
latern, "Gensral Results deduged from a comparison of the epeaies
examined in compiling the foregoing tables", Thereafter somes
the much shorter appendix 2, :

One of the olroumstances that made me think that Lyell's
method had been slmost forgotten is that the definitions of
the words meiocens and pleissens commenly given in @eologioml
textbooks and in digtionaries are in an interesting way different
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from thoases given epecifically by Lyell; e.g: it 1s esaid that
pleicoene is to be interpreted as "more recent", and meiocens

a8 "less recent", whereas Lyell carefully explained the etymology
of the worde he wae introducing as "majority recent" pleiogene
and "minordty recent" for meicocene. He was in fact concernsd

with estimates of frequenoy of supposedly recent species rather
than with a mere statement of comparitive sges, Perhape you

will imow how widespredd this partioculsr misapprehension is,

In view of the rather rapid disappearance of the main
evidence for Lyell's method I do not think there is any particular
oritiocism of the later geologisteiin the faot that i1t hee been,
ehall I eay, so little emphasised in the *hnditiw_ﬁf geologioal
teaching and that geologioal studenta have not been greatly
ancourdged to etudy any further potentialities that there
may be to study in etatistioal methods generally,

Sincerely youra,



