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Denr 3ir Ronald,

Thank you very muoh indeed for your most enoouraging letter.
I wae very interested in the parallel which you drav betwear the
resistance in pecples ainde in the last century to "evolutidn”,
and the present agnosticism with regard to drift.

Geoff Watmon and I heve now finished our paper, and we ars
sending you a draft for comment, The first half (sections 1,2 and 3)
is A disoussion of your distribution. The sescond part (section 4)
deals with the sampling problem. It 18 pointed cut that the aocuracy
of an estimated mean direction of magnetisation of & gelogioal
formation - which is the salient endeavour of most contemporary
worky, &s 1t is from such estimates that the anoisnt pole is
caloulated - depende not so much on the number of samples taken,

88 on the way in which they aresselected, The contrasting results
from the Deccan Traps and the Triassic sandstones are given to
illustrate the principle, that it is many sites wvhich ars requirsd,
not many samples at emch sits,

The use of small samples ssems to us to be well Justified,
ae Eeith's American results admirably demonstrate, Blaokett is having a
symposium in November, and I shall be in London on a short wisit to
talk about the Australisn reck results, I oould give s précis of this
peper, but it would obviously be & presumpticn om ay part to
speak on statistical matters im public, We therefore would be most
grateful if you would imolude anything of this paper which yeu think
worthvhile in the contribution to the symposium which you vill ne
doubt be making, There meems to be many paople abread in rock
magunetism who will not believe results, especially unoomfortable omes,
until they are besed on what is much more than thehecessary data,
For my part I feel that something of a showdown in London on this
point would ba beneficial,
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Kedth has also got a copy of this draft, and he has promipad
that if it is eatisfactory he vill communicates it to the Royal
Astronomical Soolety. It should be suitable for inclusion in the
Geophyelieal supplement to the monthly notices, vhere Watson's othar

papere ars appearing.

Watson haa asked me to include his kind regarde and best
wishes. Wa look forward very much to having your comments on this.

Yours sinceraly,
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