May 28, 1941

My dear Irwin,

I do hope you will be able %o viaslt Harpenden. I am, as &
matter of faot, hers svery day with but few exceptiong.

About X", the dlstribution is certainly unaffeoted by making
& sub-gelectlon at random of the contents of emch cell (plate).
I recall giving & good deal ot attention at the time to this sub=-
normal variance, which I think we never olearsd up experimentally.
The kind of factor which would produce such an effect ip com-
petition. The distribution of pessangers in unmﬁ&rtluntl of a
train 1s notably subnormal, bacause late comers try to avold the
more crowded oarriages. A baoterlal apeoles producing a foxin
injurious, at least at germination, to the same species would
tend %o occupy polinte on the plate on a lattloe, the scale of
which i1 independent of the sire of the plate. Conssquently

suffieciently lsrge plates and sufficlently denae suspenaslons would

give gubnormal X%,
fours sinocerely,



