November 3, 1941

vecr Jaffreya,
Thenka for your proofs returned.  About the atnbllity in numbera

of 4ifverent upuﬂlEE,‘fjﬁq'thﬂhFh wa knnw rather 1it*le about shz2oluta

0
-

avabers, yet I thlak I follow you, that the stability of celrtive
nunbers is rether remarkable. I have only two suprpestions.
e 1y the everaglng effeost of a aonaldernble hebit £, in v rta

ar leh % porviving young mey be much mere numergus thei the number

of oluwp LLIrcs ﬁ#&ﬂg, whila In other oapta the vaverse ivn 4ve o~ne.

L L
thle voet oe Teipy remularly eo I the numpara sveviviag decend vary
wugh o the fortunate tirting of eventa , e.pf., & narind of onld »=lads

net pueh rala alpnt eore before lneubation aterts rad Jo no hepm,

thouth 1t 1ls dasdly If it ocnurs aoon efter moet of the younp are

hr tened. Conaequently tne wane get of cynﬂFg disturbances muat have

very differsnt effecta on tre birdg breeding inedifferent lstitudes.
“ith bLirda, however, unilke mammals, sorme of which do dlsplay &

estpagtroiie swarming, the grand stabllising mechanlem seer e to ue

provided vy %8 consclousnass of t&r;itnry ag & nosaession , whieh

t &y mlrmost universslly digplay 10 the breeding season. It is to ue

vresumed that vhat Lhe cock, anu later theapsip, precopnise oe a

t ahnap
feedling terrdtory conalato of an a: % adequate, when everything is



trixen inte eccount, to suprly the peal demend of the fasily, ead
that differant specles &rs penerally sulflclently differant 1n shelp
cequiranents to lgtore sach other 1o prreelling 4¥%4 out t-e world
every cprloag. For thls ressen, so long &s 8 robin's Ldess prevalin the
sane ua they were &n the last century on whet conetitutes on sdequate
territory, so long will the nunber of roline nenting epree every yeor
wve flxed, or at least deternined, by the aree of ccolocletlly pultable
pround, creherd, gerden, ete, avellible for them to ouccupy. If this
1s 8o, & coagiderable inereage in the wdult puruletion mry Le
oookpinled Dy ouly & ganll ilndr:!n 38 in the number of breaclng valrs,
andg of courss, a frightful lot of righting.

I faney the Urnitholopgloenl Institute at Oxford has been doing
1 tﬁﬂﬂ.ﬁﬂﬂl to pet ocujective vatloateo of deaslties wid total numbers,
eud I hope, in view of what you say, that, slther in eollovnrction
wito tihem Lron your own, you will be aktle to follow the covrse of
the chanizes roly on with the mlasel thrbush.

Jours slncerely,



