St John's College
Cambrldge.

Feb 24.
Dear Flsher,

Thanks for your two latters. I passed the relevant passage
of the firet to Hodge, but White is taking steps at the Councll. The
result remains to be eeen ; I gather from reporte that things did
not go 80 comnletely in the Edltorilal Committea's favour last term
as appearad from Wilson'e letter to me. IThe important thing,lt ssems
to me, Lo that the Council should make definite rulings on some
metters af principle. | should very much doubt whether Wilson le the
raal villaln of the plece ; he ls not very imoreaelve at close
quarters, however unfortunate hie way of expressing himgelf in wrlting
may be. The procedurs puggeats Hardy to me more than anybody elee,as
he hee the right combination of plg-hapdedness and renutatlon; of
course always gqulte honestly convinced that he ls rigrt.

i'm pretty sure they wouldn't invite Ystes to sentl a paner |
that would be tos blg a reverssl of the norral order. Presumably
they would reter it to Wighart. 1 am & bit lost over thls really
because | feiled to make anything whatever out of Hartlett's paper,
end haven't seen elther your emrlier or your later one. Anyhow I
think the right anewer ig the one in my P.R.S. paper, btut I don't
see Wisghert advielng rejection on that pground.

rhanks for references about moments. 1L had forgotten the one
in 8.M, The L.M¥.3. looks lmnressive.

L don't think there is much point anyhow in considering the
regult of an infinitte number of cauaqibacauue what we alwayes want
1s an approximation for a finite number. I should eay that whet was

- waated here would be the expectation of tha sorrection and of hhﬂ

gsquare of its error. I got a surpriee to flnﬂ that for the triuqylar



distributlon the difference between the extreme cbservatlons, so
corrected, 1s better than the e.d. in eetimstipng the renge, and the
mean &8 them ls nesrly as good as the mean of all. For thia kind of
cape the posterior nrobabllity is very skew anyhow amd—ran't—be
aRpoe aod—by—twe—rarameteres— but when the resulte are liable to have
to be uged for somethlng elee,rnd there is & lirit to what one can
be bothered to take into account, an expertation ant ite a.d. are
useful. It doesn't concern me much, &8 my laws run the other way.
i have h&lavar had to rook up something analogous where the inform-
advat %y

atinnﬁyﬂnt into the form

=< XS4 jA=8te febx t.

I haven't got your tables yet but it looks me if I shall have to.

1 expect the Blship took tke ages from my boock "The Zarth”,but
directly or indirectly they must surely have come from Holmea. I
have nat compared them to see, Bolmes's llttle book "!he Age of the
Earth“{ﬂnluqn 1937) ie the most up to date. He shows the resulte in

a dlagram on -.174, pretty well the only way as some interpslotion
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¥n_interhal correlation, . had an apnalling case the other day 1n
trylng to test the annual perilodicity of earthquakes. 3ix years'
monthly totaels, by a stralght analysls, gave a pair of terme with
fru= 70. Hood enough ? No. Euihpn@tﬁ in the totals it lefbk residuals
w1thjﬂ?&bﬁut 350 on 9 d.f, and increaslng the s.d. to allow for the
non-indenendence (due to aftershocks) reduced the harmonle contribution
to about 18. But there was still a atrong tanqiﬁncy for resfduals to
have the eame slgn ln sucreesslve mofiths ; tested against an aven
chance 1t gave my K = 1/1400. 52 the only thing left was to usm make
sevarate determinatlons for each year end find &n uncertalnty from
the dAlfferences between years. When thie was done 1t left K = 15,

I am suggestling that it would be a good idea 1if somebody would
renumber the Fearson lypes, ihey reduce to three maln types, three
transitional caseas (one of them normal) snd the rest are merely
taking special wvalues for the lndlces. The present order ls hopeleess
actually VvIII and AT are ldentloel exceot Tor a changas of origin. la
any instance ofl X1II known ? The times of arrival of & train batween
hera and Londoen should give & =ratty gond ¥i, and VIII applies to
earthquea eftarshocks.

Nobody seeme to have much aympathy with MarBrlde ; he war right
in suggesting that . don't know enough geology, but he was most
unfortunate in hie cholce of a moment to rub it in.

¥ have bean nureing myeelf for a sort of flu all this wesk and
am Just beginning to notioce things again.

Foura



