3t John'e Collepe
Camhridpea.

1938 “nv.2T7.

Dear FPlsher,

There 2re some ressgnsble neonle 2n tha Council : T
have nageed your litersture on to one of them, whn was very
cutannken. It 4Aves seem a bit thick that they shwild hove
vubllished Bertlett'e naocer with-ut cansulting y-u and then mad-
it a eanditlon of accepting your vsner trat y-u should get h'e
rermiseion. Wileon's use 2f 'triviel' aleo ﬂﬁ%i}n't strike me
as a sultabla word in the rbreunstences. However he was ruder ln
the asrrespind:snce L have hed with him - et lesst it seemed thet
way to me. The et o oet e ctad |

I ha' ha~rd vapuely that you had 1=2ft tke Borl=aty, but 'ad
o notlon »f what 1t was ab-ut, apd ratker thought Lt wight havq:%::
aver my 1936 sirnificence tests paper - in which casa I should have
agra-4 with shaut 3/4 of what you gpld. The "A'torlsl Canmittee
raneists of Pardy,Hedre and Hell (ovvre methematliclans) Wlddon
(quantist, knowe about matels) Dee and Hateliffe (Cavendish
nhyclniste, woung and enthusietic.) Eveent Herdy I Jon't think
any 2f them 1a ove 35 ; tie purs uat?%ﬁtinlana fll hove g *nerlances
af the L.v.8. eounclil, hut I sh~uld A+uht whatker the others have
had exmerience on any sther snelety. The troubl  sbhaut pure
mnh%ﬁtlnlana 1s that thelr éeclplane cen be 8o clesr cut in thair
awn Job ; a result follows from the nostulstes -r it d-emn'H, 1t
le new or it len't, end it d-esn't matter what the posiulatses are.
s maper c+n be short and tn the polint, in which cese it la trivisl,

or long and \to a Phillstine like me) not worth dolng anyhow, and
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Eke T asked the Editorisl Comvlttes tm refar ay dlemute %t~ the
finuncll, but Willason peve me suck en sbhrevinted -ccount of the
recult that Lt was quite unintelligible, end with some difficulty
1 hAve meancoged to pet eamething out of sther affleisls and
membora. they scem to have dArarred in = lat nf irrelavant
matter and thereby pot p decirinn thet laske in thale s vour,
but »n the questions that & wanted the Couneil to sttead to
the rulingr se=m tn heve been in mine, I hope ta pel esmething
morz deflnite, but there »111 nat be another ro8ting thia ters.

By the::ay I heve # little paner on the aztaé}un of tre
mintmum}f;@thnd to the case whare some of the rraune nre nenty.
¥ey I e2nd 1t along ? I may be dolng !t in lectures this week ~a
arn't 45 1t now. It Lonk ma.nﬂme tima tn see ywr nnint absut
heavy pr-upliny ; 1t alweye sesmed to +e that unlesa the observatione
ere ln sb-ut the minime number af prouns thet will rlve 5 A:tery
inntinn at all, the prounlng ecarractisns nra neplipible lan ecooonar-
‘e with the unsertailnty thet is tiere anvrnw. But wlith & Type I
law with an index =£_4"£;IL' the zxk} tarminsl nbservetion hae such
4 17t Lo say trat to treat 1L as ons af n proun iovolves a serisus
lwmg,

The charming festure of the C.P.S5. affalr 1s that there is
rgason to susmect that ane Af the referesss waag Adlngton, whom I
had reasnn to tick off rénantly for giving an answer that invalved
differentiating en lafinlte nusber of times a funatlon thet Le
zaro except at a finite number of nolnte, where it ia inflanlte :

Justifled by mt.md:ctng 8 nolynomisl whoe~ integrel from -soto
+eois 1, Ta AT ;f‘“ﬂiﬂ‘*“ﬂ*ﬁ;f*r””ég*'““:"“‘“*

Yours elncerely,
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