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fuust 192, 1940

Dear Kendall,

¥any thanks for your letter and the paper snclosefi. I am
very pleased to have the latter for the Annala, as 1t makes a
worthy addition to the two vrluable papers you have written on
the subjeot previously.

T am g}nﬂ also you find the term "oumulants" satisfectory for
purpcess for whink I upe 1t. 'y own reasone, Pr usurl ir such
ceghrg, were womwwhat cpmplex, but I was influenced by the fect
that Thiele introduced his term *half inverients" for ® Aystem
of statletice celculeple from the Uata, and only leter, in the
rother casuul menner of hie time, ocema to use them for the
varawetric moment funotinne to whioh French and Amarl-::qn#ritlrl
apmnaclally leter pame to sprly the term msmi-inveriintn. I
hive noted Thiele's usepe in Bfatiatiosl rethods, roa7B-~78 of
the Tth edltion., Of course I also wanted a term ra‘*her more
dintinotlve than tne general term, introduced I beliesvae by Caley,
for the wide class of symmetrlo funotliens. I fancy the usage
you augiest now corresponda with Caley's origilnal mesning.
Thirdly, I falt some need %o avold euoch a cumbrous phrase aa
“tha pemi=invariant gan-rnllzing funotlon® for what I oall ths
numuln;gtfunutian.

I am glad to hsve your correction in my formula kﬂg_l-
which is obviously righ% by symmetry or by checking the sum

of the coeffiolents. It had, however, mscaped me hitherto among



ths rather numerous frithmetical correctisns which my methamatioal
paper requlred.

In your flrset poragraph I think you mins & polnt whon you amay:
"Sinoe thase general forme are too oumbrous to ba written down,
however, the result is not of rractical walue." At the stage
at whioh it eppears 'r oy reper 1ts value was really rether vital,
for it whowed s thet the evaffielehts of terma in the univariate
Toralis mmat be poluticna of a sombinztorial problem in which
the unlt. in the guffix of k, "&re regérded as i ¢1stinet ol jects,
¢ad thet the rules by which the uniVN=veriste coefflcients were
obtcined must give the multiveriste coefficients mersly by
raelgnilag those obiieotis te tre or mers kinds incterd of reg-rding
tham s 81l of one kind, I feney thia thought mty Le the letent
nlseinge Link 1n T8 ~rrumsnus ¥x of Bantian 10,

Youres sincerely,



