21 Decembar 1832,

Profesaor E.W. MacBride, F.R.5.,
Im erial College of Sclence,

South H-naingtun
London, K3

Dear Frof. WacHride:

Apologiea about Daniel!

I shall, as you know, be extremely interested in the
@xperimente you mentienj but as you know aleo very sceptical,
if only because you seem to be attempting, what has been
so of'ten attempted before, though always with inconclusive
resulte. I do not mean, of course, as to details and
technique, but as to general phileosophy of the thing.

I have been thinking lately that the whole problem,
including vitaliem, is traneformed, if not evaporated, by
the position as to indeterminism. Not that the physicista
have proved anything, but rather that they have not proved,
vwhat it wae always taken for granted they had or could,
that a rigid determiniem existe In the physical realm,

‘and by inference alsc in the blological. You have besn
inelined %o attack that inference, but that is now
unnuﬂlaﬂlrg,fnr in an indeteruinistic world creative
causation is everywhere, and it becomes the job of
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gciencea to locate the particular time and place of the
causation of any particular group of phencmena. This is
esapecially lmportant, naturally, in respect of organic
avolution,

I fancy that wa should agree that this process must be
Looated in the motivisies of living things, and the
difference between Darwinlsm and Lamarckism may, | think,
now ba interpreted as the questlon whether it lles In the
wWill and Effort of living things or in their Acts and Deeds
in the real world arcund them. ls it Theory or Fractice
which oreatea? Cbviously if this point of vlew is right,
all previoua preconceptions need to be reconsldered, but
for the moment I am inclined %o argue the case for Practice,
for doing and practical achievement, i.e. survival in the
ptruggle for exiatence. Thie pute creation in the physical
contaot of the organism with 1ts environment, not in its
inner life, etill less in ite unwilled and inadvertent
mutations., Hepselally I do nf;Ltrult the tendency of
palasontologlate "t.n assume mtnﬂﬂ explain the evolution
they obeerve, if they can explain heritable ?ﬁIﬁé&j {mutaticna)
in individuals.

Youre sincerely,



