May 21, 1857

Dear Sir James,
Thanks for your lettar. The situation in respect of our
knowledge of the blrth-rate has not, I think, et all changed

eince I wrote on the subject in The Genmetlesl Theery of Natural
Selsotlon, 1:30,

1 thera was concerned to stress that, though existing
knoewledge was adequate in respsct of the total population, our
repletretion machinery wae in somes small particulars defsotive
in such & way an to throw some doubht on what oould be stated in
respect of differentisl fertility. The most cbvious difficulty,
and one which the Reglatrar Ueneral declared to me hés fintention
of flmﬂﬁying Re aurly as 1529, 18 the absence of ape of parents
in the birth reglster. A second serious weaknsass, however, 1s
that the cecupational eolumna used for birth registration does
not tally with that used in the census, the latter having been
much improved since 1911, It 1s in consequence of the first
defect that compariesons made !{n ths paet of the numbar of births
ascribed to a glven ccoupation with the sensus numbsr of persons
s0 cococupled have had to uss som such uneatisfactory denominator
e "the number of married males under BO", 1.e,., & quite
arbltrary basis, not necessarily comparable between diffarant
ccoupationas, The seocnd defeat shows Ltaelf when we find that



the birth rate sscribed Lo agricultursl labourers (sans phrase )
is neerly threes times that sscribed to stook-men, 'resumably
bhecause those who appear in the latter oclasa at census

usually appear in the former class at birth reglstration.

These are, of course, administrative detaila which
the Pepartment conssrnad could, I think, remedy, 1f
suff1elently presssd to do so, What a Royal Cormiasslon
ocould ascertein ls that, untll they are remedled, we cannot
have any complebe knowledge of the diostribution of reproductiona
in the population as rugarded from the occoupational aspect,

I imagine, however, that the maln duty of a Royal
Cormission would be to consider the motives of poliey which
should ineline us teo desire mors or fewer birthe in the
publio interest, and the means by whioh, having regsard to
foreign expsrlenss, the most dssirable muther can ba obtained,
The capacity of diffarent classeas to aupport additional
children without hardship would, of oourae, ssem to me
extremely relevant,

Yours sinceraly,



