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Daar

ir,

Thang you for your lottor. 1 have for some time boan
consicdering the possibility that arall marsupials such aa
pouched mico might be of great value for genetical inveati-
gﬂtiﬂﬂﬂ; since nearly all yenetical work with marssls las

itherto been confined to a somewhat cleosely slillar group
of rodenta.

The main points which would make Lhem suitable for
genetical purposes would boi-

(a) Tolerance of close captivity

(b) Capacity to become tame enough for the fres
handling of litters

(e) Suitable diet easily obtainable

d) Fecundity

@) Short generationa.

If I can satlafy myself that on these pointa the pouched
mice, or related marsupials, would be good material I

should much 1ike to try thuir axperimental hraeding. To
this end perhaps you could inform me what official permits
would be required for thelr importation, ani what facilities
the “teamship Companies would eoffer for tranait. I should
be willing to meet reasonable expenses in the matter, but
not excosslve cnea, since the mice are unlikely to have

any economic value as pets or ornamenta.

Youra aincerely,



