March 6, 1942

Denr Ur Kilne,

Thanks for your letter. I anm sure nothing but piad could
cone of n peapsr from you on the tlek counts from a bilolopicel atnnd=
point,

I todnk the negative binomial 1s likely to be ineprassingly
uged fous theae aad analogous studies, but +ith Intarpretation different
ln Gifferont caoces. Zou open an interesting quaetion in reapsct
to the valldlty of cowmparisons bLrsed on the meana. Othar things
oaing equal, the maan 1ls certalnly an elficient astatlaetic (or thils
¢letricutlion, though, 1f the lots compared differ algs in the paramater
k, it cleerly does not, by 1teelf, glve the ocomplete comparison.
Feanclny further knowledge, there is certalnly nothing to prevent
pie pupplementing comparluong bbsed on means with adaltional com=-
parisons ueing, #.g., 8quares root, or the logaplthm aof th: tlek number.
If 1t were found that these often showed significant differances whare
the arithmetic mean 4id not, this would be suffioclant evidence in
favour of thelr use, without further mathematlifal inveatipatilona,
which asem at present rather obsoure.

Yours elncarely,



