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Dear RBourant,
It io alwoys o wost diffieult guestlon how mach time,

troutle, page opace, eto. to give L0 GORLTOVErsy.

When I rirat rosd #iener's 10 points I vandered vhether snyone
wes golny to thinlk it Sorth while to answer hio at all.

I am sure that t0 do no effsctively one must be extremely brief
end make only one or two pointa.

One of the points I should choope i "They hsve priority,
having been proposed by ocnw of the discoverers." Tns impudence
of suggesting that Teylor mud Hece were not equally dissoverers
of wast' ©f that pert of the Rhesus aystem Lonowl to Wiéner and of
parta of H,ﬂs,mnﬂ, unkoown to or dsnied by him, is worth a
passing thought. I should be inclined o make 1t clear in s short
paregreph that Wiener wos treated exiremely genercualy by Yeylor
and Rece when they sdopted some of his symbola for alleles whioh
they had dispovered independuntly, end the idantity of whioh with
Wiener'c it was they and not wilenar Lhat had shown. ‘The syatem
put forward by Reoe in 1544, after esusultation with Taylor and
myself, was asscolated with st least two of the discoverers of the
Rhesus faotor. A8 to priority, of ocourse, prior to this Aste
Wiemer's notation was very dirferent from what he now uses, because
What he now uses incorporates eigns for the three elementary
antigens firet recognised ir lsce's xote in 194L. I should, in



fact, glve moet o ny sproe to rinking olear just what sort of
podowthy Loper oem alodm and in what senoe he, rather than Taylor.
and Rage, 1a a dlnagveros o 1hn Phomie antisens, .

Mowy of areirfe, Ta Ay ouldife Wddvesal o whint ol LuVe
dzaftol, whio:, thoush 4L is vz.it-r-hlﬁ i%eelf, will, 1 think, give
no clenr linpeantia to racders of Las B, Ly SovEvel; you
cond Lt in, as there 1o no recdon why jrou chounld noi, I weuader 1f
Fou vyild he irred enosgh bo uee tiue snrlieh usage "Mﬁr'a“.
redher than "the Plsher! used ntmihutival;r in the way Amerdcons
are liable ©3 do, vhdch ia, Iewever, vesy irrltating to meny

Englinsh readers .
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Those who find it inconvénient o use Dr, Wiensr's notation
Tor the antibodies end genotypes of whet has come to be lmown as
the Rhesus eyatem are urged by him to do po in the firat place
on the ground that -
"'i « They have priority, having been propocod by one of the
disooverers, "
Dr. diener's claime, which have always besn large, have been treated
80 generously by hie Englieh collesgues, that the inplicaticns of
this sentenge may be overlonked,
The disocovery of the first Thesus entibody snd of ite
eascolaotion with haemolytic dicvemss 16 certeinly due to Levine.
The discovery and distinction of other entibodies and of the
genotypes distinguished by them was investigated concurrently and
independently by Dr. Wiener in the United States and by Drad Taylor
and Heoe at Cambridpge. In 1943 toe Spglich workero knew of moven
allelomorphic compouud sntigens, the existence of eix of whieh
Wwaa recoynised by Wiener, ond, as & provislonsl measurs, to avoid
unnecesaury confusion of Lhe notaetion, they, with the comcusrence
ef their trzlish collcagues, ahandoned thelr own notatiom Toh
these aix, and adopted thoee put forward Wp to that tiwe by Wiener.
These symbole, being brief, 1t is still convenient to use.
They do not comvey the important fagt that esoh contains thres



distinguishable slementary antigens, and to distinguish theae
Race, afiter consultation with Taylor, Cappell and others, put
forwerd whot hes been called the ODE system, It is subssquent
to this publicntlion in the summer of 104LL that lensr hoo
progressively modified his own notsclon, su that intils'lstest
recensions thie also implien the existense of tures oclementary
antiguns.

or. Siener's implication that Tsylor and Race wcre not st
lesst eguully with himuelf discoverers of the Lhosus cysiem chows
1ittle recognitiun of the gonsrosity with which his own clulms
have heen treated.



