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The Bditora of Hature,
Measra Maemillan and Co. Ltd.,
E'tl Hﬂ-ﬂiﬂ'ﬂ Etl‘ﬂﬂtl Hl{:lEl

lsar S5ira,

Thanks for sending me the proposed Letter from Major Hums,
inviting my commente thereon.

AB you know, it is the accepted policy of the Medicml
Reoearch Council to press on the public the supposed danger of
smoking cipsrettes "by all the measns of modern publicity", as
their annotation in the British Medicel Journal put it, I there-
fore expeot difficultion to be raised to any light which I can
throw on the problem, and perhaps later the kind of personsl
vilification a2 has been directed against Dr C, C. Iittle, for-
merly Director of the Cancer Institute at Bar Harbor, who im also
gritical of thie propaganda.

Major Hume's objection ie of a kind quite familiar to human
genetlcists who have used the twin method for locating genetio
diversity. I eshould be prepared, if you care to give the space,
to answer it at length on the following grounda, The ﬁ:ﬂ;?iiﬁhi'
(a) that twin nhil&rai:fﬁiluanuu eaoh other's smoking habits, and
(b) that thie influence is strildngly greater in the ocase of mono-
zygotic than of disygotio twine, are unproved, and the firat of
these without the second would supply no oritiocism of the ordinary
method of interpretation. It is characteristiec of the merely



il

eaptious and propagandist appromch to the problem that no
Buggestions are made to examine the truth of these assumptiona,
It is not indeed imposaible to do so, and it might be a3 well, if
the sscertainment of scientific truth 4s the object, firast to
deternine that there really is somathing in the oriticiem before
flinging it out merely to confusa the idena of those who wish to
meke a genuine improvement in our underatanding of the subject.

I have received, since writing my first Letter to Nature,
data from Ur Fliot Slater of the Maudaley Hoapital in which a
larye number of monozymotic twin girls were ssparated at, or
shortly after, birth and hove been brought up eeparntely, and
theoe cen be contrasted with s number of monogymotic peirs of
fArl twins who have grown up topether,

The Haudoley data in penernl gtrengthen and confirm for
girle the findings of Verochuer's mels smokars in Germeny. Mono-
zypotic twins are much more mliks in thoir amoliing habits than
dizymotio twina.

The contrast between girls separated At birth and thosa
brought up together shows not the faintest trace of mitual
influence, sven in the case of monozygotic twins, for which ex
hypothesi it should be at its prestest.,

I am writing all this out for your information as editors.
I have no desirr to handle this matter in = merely controversial
epirit, 8 I am sure some of the M.H.O. agonts would wish. I
8hould, thereforas, like to consult you, now that you know what
material for discussion is availsble, end of gouraas morsa may be
expected to come in during the following year, a8 to how the facts
may beet be brought under the eyes of scientists capable of Jjudg-
ing their significance. If you soc adviee me, I will draft a longuwh



.

letter setting forth these arpguments and the new dats from the
Maudsley Hospital. My chief concern is to mveid merely a dog-
1lght carried out with fanatic zeal,

Sincerely yours,



