28th August, 1950

Daar Dr, Fetilt,

In comnneotion with tho developwent of a breeding polioy for dalry
onttle, I have for scme time been urging the A.R.0. 0 ascertain
axperimentally, =0 far as this cen be done, by just what prooedurs
a cow oould be tested for potentisl milk yield, if by that, one
mesns the maximum profit when ahe is fed at the most profitabla level.

gbviously, this mesans breaking sway from a purely chemigal -progess
and obtaining doubtless rough, but so far As may be effeative, 2Lrtemac,
squivalenofos between units of milk and of foodstuffe, For milik, I
think sll that is needed im slloweanos for butter fat, Put the whole
fooldetuff question is more somplioated owing to the voristy of fodder
usually oongtumed in the course of leotation, ond the artificinlity
of gurrent peioes whigh have, I suppond, often boen deliberatd¥ely
fixed oo that the price ratio does not in any sence beaome eguivalent
to the ratio of eaoncmio affort.

7o mo it sesms pot only es o matter of primoipley that genetieiste
and blologista should pot_be expected to base their recommendations
on their own inoorpetent gussses, tut that with all the avallable
data of the last fifty or hundred yeers, it will still be & matter
of preat diffioulty to arcive at the eooncmic eguivelences goodl enough
even to ensure thet each cow is fed spproximately at what, for 1, is



the most profiteble level of mtriuun. Thie, hun-rnr. Bseme to me a

Bine gus non uwﬂntdﬂerM—mmmth

to be used in Genstionl soleotions,

Yours sinsersly.



