begenber 20, 1941

My derr Salisbury,
I have Juat s#en your note of December 13th, having been

ewey during the week. 1 was very glad to see the expansion on the

eentlon laeteromorphia Fruits and Buaﬂg.

' lﬁkrpnlnt has come up about which I should like to conault you
in cenneectlon with whet, in the barbarie laryron of our tiﬁu, hes been

called the Blology War Comiittes. I helieve tnis originatsd with

two or threes dleoussion speieties trying to find out what ocould be
done about the war effort in its biological aspects, cnd that they
aet up a Jolnt Comeittes. Rathar unfortunately, when that Committae
wop esked to mrke lteelf representative of the blologlaete of the
country in general, 1%t seema to have forpotten how far it was from
being representative alrendy, ss waps lnavitebls since the leading
Jocletien hx at that’timu knew nothing pf its exlatence, and pro-
oseded, rather tactlesely than urrugantiar:%n present the Bocletles
with a falt accompli, Ilnviting them to nominste some memberx of the
existing Committee ms thelr "representetive’.

It seeme to me obvlous thst any real representatlion must
imply that the Scolety ocan eppoint whomever they like and can instruot

him ee closely as they please, or replace him by some other



repregentative 1f they sre not satisfled with his views. There

ie nox representation, e.g., of the Genetleal Soclety, in our looking
through thelr eklsting list and decldlng that =e prefer Derlington

te Erierly, oceelny that both remein full members of the Comtiittes.

g p matter of [sect, #hen I firat received thelr oiroculapr,

I misinterpreted their proposal, surposing that we were psked to add
n&# reproaantative of ourp nhnnﬂiﬁg who Bhﬁulﬂ.apﬂnt in our nome,

te those already chosen for thelr personal qualifications. It wae
only when I heard that the Linnean put the utﬁar Anterpretation on
1t, nnd conmequently was heving nothing to do with i1t, thet I ralged
the polint with young Plackman, who hes hau; vary sctive in the matter,
snd found that the Llnnaéﬂ had interpreted them corrégtly, If thie
ie po, ond remalns so, the Genetical Boclety also will have to stand
out, as I understand that Dnrlington himself is so critical of their
rrooedurs that he would not avén accept such endorsemeant of hils
nemberarlp ra tha Boolety weems to ba asked to glve,

I am putting this to you, not that I sup ose L1t hes any real
imnortonse; but beoause I undergtand r&u are %o be Chalrman of an
offielnl Commlittea with which thls rather miscellanecue body 1s nsked
to desl.

Thanka for the second lot of proofa.

Ioura slnoerely,



