April 27, 1942

Dear Taylor,

I think the fraction you want is

A :
181 “Bs68

Cne way of getting this 1s to treat it as a four-fold table, with
columna for red and white balle and rows €or red and white ocubes.

I should 1like to assure you that I entirely accepted your
view when you found that some of the caases of bodies of data
defiolent in AB - such as Janet Voughan's - were dus to AB's belng
clasglfled as B'e. What influences me is that, as there 1s only
cne degree of freedom for the Bernastelin oriterlon, every sort of
disturbance, elther in grouping any of the four wrongly, or due
to rroe mixture, e%o, will slther increase or decrsase the dae-
flelency of AB, and &ll we have to cbeerve la the balance of #he q
nunber of sllght disturbing influences. The fact that with your
15000 airmen, grouped probably ocorrectly to the last man, the
balance 1ls nearly exact doss not therefors welgh witn me greatly
on the poeslbillity that the elimination,elther at birth,or by
infantlle mortality, or by normal mortality in middle life, 1e
not unequal between the different groupa.

To give you an ldea of how large ars the dlsturbances
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obviously due to other causes than misclasseificaticn of iiﬂ in
the data that come along, I may quote a falrly sxtensive gerles
from Hull:

Qo 00
0 2463 1580
A 2138 1300
B 481 256
AB 272 131

I have other lots also baeed on lerge numbers showing the
same high ratlo of AB:B. These also, I imagine, are due to group=-
ing errora of a different kind from those which you mention, for
they only affect certain towns in the area I am chiefly drawlng
from. Slnce, however, the one compariscn afforded by Lernstein's
testa 18 obvlously affeoted by a multipllelty of ceuses, thura 1la
nothing to prﬂvantizzgiﬁ axiatlng, though balanecing out, even 1in
very extenslve material. You found something of the aame kind, I
think, on pooling MN materlal from different sources which,
individually, gave guite lirge dlscrepanclaa.

S0 far 88 1 Know, Ford hae not got at any data of Frieden—
reich's. I went through with him the data from the Annals in
Wiener's peper, and he has hed some further data from Race. As 1t
is really possible that ssoreting is more frequent in O's than in
A's and B's, we must, I think, at present leave 1t doubtful whathar
the higher proportion obtained from 0's 1a dus to fallure of

technlque or not. I have never Known what antl=0 serum Roce was

using.



In view of the probably great importance of thease pregnancy
raaotions, 1t would be most valuable if you would consider wlth Raoe
what diffioulties and what poseibilitles there are of cleselfylng
the children from naternity hospltasl data asg gecretors or non=
secretors. I hope, but I do not lnow, that the blood e¢lot could
be used for dbsorptlion, perhapg even in the oass of 0's.

Yours slncerely,



