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The little Mountain Devil (loloch herridus) of the
central areas occﬁpies a unique ;osﬁidn in native legends, for
ghe Tirst aingari mroimmen, who controlled a txibe pf' dingoes
whioch were kept to repel all #d:rancea from men. . They sent 'their
aingoes %o chase men away whensver they e_#deavmad to obtain
o mingari for a wife., Mingari wanted uo husbands and the moun-
tain devil of the present day keeps up the old tradition by
never having a ;hu:bana'., for no native has ever seen two ming-
ari, man and wife, together, In long ago times the Mountain
Devils were women whe travelled by themselves and wherever thyy
gsat down théy left bables at the spot whers ’ihoy rested.” Before
they continued their travels, they gathered their children roung
ghem and said, "You must how live by yourselves for we are
going far away from you. Do not spesk ox whistle, for if you
do ¥ou will dis.,* The chlldren 414 what their methers told
them, and so¢ when they were changed into the mountain devils
of the present day, they obey the law their mothers gave thenm
and make no sound when resting or travelling,

The mingari, in spite of their formidable appearance,
are perhaps the gentlest of all living creatures, and natives
say they have never seen itwo mingari fighting. They attribute
this faet to thelr belief that mingari do not maryy, and 8o thore
is ne Jealousy uohglt" them t¢ stir up enmity.

Byirana, a big man, who lived in those days, greatly
desired a mingari kungga (woman) dbut she would not have nim and
made her dogs chase him away, whenever he came near her camp,
Mingari was followed by lyiruna always, but the dogs kept hin
back andshe never got mingeri.

¥aelu and Kanyala (two species of kangaroo) and Fuyr.
jurr (small night owl) wers alse friends of Mingari and helpeq
them %o keep Nyiruns away, and when the Mingeri changed inbe
iittle mountain devils, the old spirit mingari went up inte the
sky whers they and their dogs who went with them were changed

iate stars, Maslu, Kanyale and nrrjury went with them and




Nyirana followed them. Nyiruna (Orien) and Sirius still chase

ﬁingéii, but the dogs keep them awsy on the one side and Xurrjurr
on ancther side and Maslu and Kenyala on ihe uorth sids, s0

Nyiruna can never come near Mingari (Pleiades).




