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ms little MountaiB Devil (liolooh horridus) of the
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Cen^xa^ areas oocuj^ies a unique position in native legends, for

^hs first aingari were WM&en, who eontrolXed a trihe of dingoes ^
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whioh were kept to repel all advanoes from men. The^ sent their
(>• s
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ii.Xi3S99B to ehase men away whenever they endeavoured to obtain ^

o mingari for a wife* Mingari wanted no husbands and the moun- ;

tain devil of the present day Iceeps up the old tradition by '
M .

never having a husband, for no native has ever seen two ming.

eri» wwd wnd wife, together* In long ago times the i^ountain
v.c*.-;

])evil8 were woaea who travelltd by theaselves and idierever thyy i

eat down thiy ieft babies at the spot where they rested* Before
'r,
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they oontinued their travels, they gathered their children round •

thea and said, "Xou aust how livo by yourselves for we are

going far away froa you* Do not speak or whistle, for if you

go MM will die*" She children did what their aethers told - v)
thMi, and so ilioa they wore ohaagtd into the mountain devils

of ths present day, they obey the law their mothers gave then

and nttks no somd When resting or travelling* A'ii

the aiagari, in spite of iheir foxtaidable appearance,

ore perhaps the gentlest of all living creatures, and natives

say they have never seen two aingari fleeting* They attribute

this faet to their belief that aingari do not aarry, and oo thojo

is no jealousy taohgst thea to stir up enmity*

llyirana, a big aaa, idM lived in those di^s, grsatiy

dosirsd a aingari Jaangga (woaaa) bat sbo would not have hia and

aada how dogs ohaso hia away, Moaovor he eaae near her eaap*

jiingari was fellewed by hyirona always, but the dogs kept hia

back andshe never got aingari*

Maalu and Manyala (two apoiies of kangsroo) and Murr*.

jurr (eaall night owl) aero alee friends of Mingsri and helped
thsa to keep hyirosa away, and wtnen the Mingarl ehanged inte

little aeantain devils, the Sid spirit aingari went *p into the

my Msro thsy and their dsgs who wont with thea wore changed

into stars* Maalu, Kanyala and ^arrpnrr wont with thew and
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Kyirom fellewHl then. Hylruna (Orion) and SlrlM »tm ohM#
iingarky l>ut the dogs keep them away on the one aide and Korrjuxr

oh another side and Uaalu and Kanyala on the north side, so

Syiruna oan never oone near Mingari (X^leiades) •
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