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EDITORIAL.

The season has developed very favorably, and the College
shows evidence of the zood vains that have fallen so UPF't;r-
tunely throughout the year Both in the vineyard and on
the farm highly satisfactory vosults arve anlicipated, and the
Febroary issne of (e “Student’” wall, it is hoped, be able to
deal thorvoughly with results from the seeding tests explained
in cur last issue.

The front garden has again undergone w change, as Buffalo
vrass has been substituted for fhe rye which was never a very
satistactory lawn varicty here.  The value of the Barossa
water is fully realised in this direction, for our grass plot 1s
developing so rapidly that we are beginning to understand
what has been lost in the years gone by having no lawvn ex-
cept in name, while in the other departments it 1s proving a
very great hoon.

Our Frontispiece.

The block reproduced in frouv of our magazine represents
the College Dairy Ilerd.  During the last few years a marked
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improvement has taken place m the cows, and the institution
has good reason to be proud of them

(A very interesting article on the herd apprars later,

Experimental Plots.

The experimental plots, details of which were set out on
pages 10U and 11 of our June issue, are looking extremeoly
healthy, and the results, which we hope to publish in our next
number, will no doubt be very intevesting.

Tablet to Fallen Students.

This has now become an accomplhished fact, and was un-
veiled by Colonel Rowell, C.B., on July 17. The total cost
of tablet and erection was as follows: —

Marble tablet and slate background .5 [ I « T o
Lettering ab 3/ per dozen ... v W Bl B
Carriage to and fixing at the College .., STOR 13 | O
| . 1410 0
Subseriptions to date ... Bl 2 19 6
Less unpaid 015 0

12 4 6
Wanted to balance 2 5 6

14 10 0

We shall be glad to receive any amount from those who
have not already subseribed to elear this deficiency.  We beg
to acknowledge the following donations since last issue:—
C'orporal Len. H. Baucaut, 5/; W, E. Hawke, 2/6.

( Details of the unveiling appear later in this number. )

Rolls of Honor.

Since last issue of this paper a move has been made to alter
the motion which was carried at the March social in refer-
ence to the “Roll of Honor.” The ides then was to have
the names of all those who had taken diplomas at the College
placed on the list, and the Hon. Secretary. with the assistance
of the Council of Agriculture, obtained a promise from the
Minister that the work would be carried out.

The Committee, in considering the matter. thought that to
place all the names of diploma students on the list was too
ereat a contract, and the object of stimulating those who were
working for their diploma examinations would be better
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rained by placing cn that LisL only those whe ohlained the
rruld and silver medals and tlie Old Students Lup, and so the
matter was referred to the annual meeting, held in Seprember,
and the action of the Cononittes was upheld n the motion
carried at that meeting, whieh was te the cfficet that the
Alinizster be asked to [llr“f only gpeelal prize-winners on the
list instead of all diploma students.

The Mmister's reply to the Secretary is as follows:—='That
several menths age. at your regquest. and at the request of
the Clouncil of :'\.*-rlculhuz e gave mstructionz that the
names of all those having secured diplomas should be placed
on ths hzt, and that he vepevets e can see no reagon in the

present instance for alteving lis carhor decigion.’

In a few weeks we shall expect to see the walls of the Col-
legis decorated wilh the namez of the succcseful holders of
diplomas.

Proposed Western Australian Branch of Old
Collegians’ Association.

At our annnal meeting a re sonlulion was earried Hlt.llltll"l-jllg
the establishment of a Braunch of the Association in W.A.
Mr. T. P, Valentine, of the Agricultural Department, Perth,
has been instructed to make the Necessary arrvangements fer
carrying the mﬂtion nto ettect. The: qubqrzllptmm will he
the same as here, 5/ a year, payable 1n advance : bub the}f will
contribute to tahe Aﬁsnﬁatmu 3/6. and the balance (1/6} re-
tained for general expenses. The 3/6 will be distributed as
follows : —2/3 to the “Student,” which will be sent w0 avery
member on the WAL list of Old Students, and 1/3 to the Cup
Fund, which is affeved vearly at the College.

As there are a rfn‘a,b ]:nu_ml‘.w of Old Boys 1n W.A.. they
should take the first opportunity of calling on My, Valentine
and adding their names to the list of “0ld Students.”  We
understand the Royal Agrienltural Show will he held shortly,
and this is a good time ['m a meeting, as all old’ boys ara 1n-
terested le shows, and generally attend,  We wish thom
stieccess, and shall be glad to hear of sood progress by next
1ssue aof this paper.

A Surccessful Old Student

My, A S Crooks, an ald Roseworthy Callege student, has
won the n‘cﬂd medal offered by the Awustralian Natives Asso-
¢clation c-f Victoria Lo (he most sucecsstul student in thab State
at the recent examinations arvanged by the Department of
Agriculture.  Out of a possible total of 700 mar ks, Mr. Crooks
secured 674.  There were 646 competitors from t]__le chief agri-
enltural centres of Victoria.
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FARM NOTES.

Owing largely to the splendid season we have thus far en-
joved, cvervthing in thiz department is looking at itz bost.
True it is no longer green, as it was some weeks ago, but
anyone looking at the paddocks well {illed with stooks, and
all the stock rolling ftat, couldn't doubt for a minute that
things were prospering.

The erops ave {urning uui well, hay is being cut in t-]m
Island, Fletts, No. I'-. No. 8, and Dahlitz. On the whole,
ought to go near 2 fons The plots conducted thiz year in
No. 6 are. collectively, making a very line crop. This season
no difference can be noticed in the manure plots; those that
weren't manured are just as good as those veceiving 200 [b.
per acre.  This can probably be put down to the good season.
Lasv wvecar. as third and second students will vemember. a
great difference was noticed down in Ebsaries bhetween no
manure and the others.

Rape has been zown in different plots during the season,
and on the whole the results obtained are satisfactory, though
those plots put in earlier are undoubtedly better in cvery way
than the later sown ones.

Shearing has been passed over successfully. and if sulphur
15 & good disinfectant, then the barn should be perfectly germ
free. T am alluding to the fumes issuing from the mouths
of the shearers. Tt occupied about a week. and on the whole
was a satisfactory chip.

The pigs are looking as well as ever., Two ol our sows
distinguished {helusalves &k Adelaide, getting two lirsts and
champion, very good, A voung Tamworth sow has lately

been introduced into the herd, and it is intended to cross her
with Berkshire. She's certainly an ugly envagh Jocking brute
al present.

[n the dairy herd we may expect to sce somce changes soun.
Mr. Thompson intends to obtain two Holstein heifers and
cross them with the Jersey. Let us hope his cfforts will be
attended with sucecess.

The pits were filled with focder for ensilage again this year.
It would be a good thing if every farmer could be made to
cee the value of this as a stand h}'. particularly in a good sea-
son like this, when theve is plenty of green stuff available,

All the horses are well.  Old Newvis is still going as slrong
as ever., Laird still holds hig position of respeet among wost
of the fellows, and Ranj still reaches down to the bottom of
his driver's vocabulary
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“THE WOOL CLIP.”
By Ir.
“Come behind, Pinkie! You hlug-eyed monster!” I

furned round and espied the “herdsman’ behind o flock of
woollies hurling stones at “"Bocker.” 1 chuckled and strolied

towards the sheep.  “Whal are you going to do with ‘em.
Jack ! CBell ent when theyre fat enough”  “Bub what
are vou dnmg with them now?’ “Going Lo leb the students
shear them ™ At hearing this 1 turned round with several

niore agrienltneals” and fellowed the mob, oy hands 1 myv
trrousers pnr]{?th and my moull open raping at the unfortu-
nato sheep.  We reached the vards. atd, qFLnnr making a lot
of nolse and dust. suerzeded in 1:'udmtr up.’ A rush ensuced
ter shears, and wark began It 15 wvseless to attempt to
deserihe  all that followed during that week ol shearing.
Walking vound the zhed onc -:Ln I capre upon & student
who started sheanng his sheep by eutting the wool away from
its head and eyes, The |h+“rTY of this, he fxpldluﬂd Wis
that the sheep conld see what he was dotnyg, and conseguently
wonld lte still untdd all the wool was taken off. 1 told him
that that was needless, ac. Judging by the amount of mutton

ne was leaving on the waol, the thpp had already guessed 111~=.
iate, and resigned himeself to it. ‘Of, he's not dvar] et

he veplicd, and stallted across the room to sharpen his shears.
The sheep made no attempt to mse, bul keplb one hind leg
waving in a “final farewell to the world” fashion. The next
shearer T came to was sitting disconzolately on top of his
half-shorn sheep. with his perspiving head between his hands,
muttering to himsell that “Shearing = not the game 115 eracked
up to be.”  As T continuced my vound the language and
atmosphere gradually hecame thicker, and changed color to
pale blue. I left for a fresh supply of arr. This cantinued
for over a weol, before the end of which one and afl decided
that for a4 “mew chum’ shearing is a “hungry” jobr if he has
to earn his “tucker” at 1t  Two ladies risked their lives in
the shed. and had “quite a good deal” of fun.  They took
the “scissors” as they called them and made a few tom-tit-bites
al thu wuu] with exciamations of “How awful!" “Isn’t it won-
derful " “‘Awfully beastly, jolly 17 and so forth. Their visit
cheered the shearers up “undertul!}r, and alzo cleared the
atmaosphere.

About 800 sheep were shorn altogether, the majority of
which were Merinos, others being of Dovset-Merino crosg and
a mixed lot of vation sheep.  The sheep, as a market mob,
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were in a good condition, very few of them being on the poor
cide,  The Dorset-Merinos  realised highest live weights.
These ewes were exce edingly fat, one of them {urning the seale
at 200 1b.  The Merinos Lopped the list in wool weights, On
the whole, shearing week proved a very interesting and in-
structive one Lo Hn: students,  Mr. F. 8. Faulkner d-]']]_}-" illed
the office of “boss of the bosrd,” Mr. J. Hocking “rung” the
shed, and A. L. C. was well up to time as tar boy,

OBITUARY

It is with sincere regret that T annpunes the
death of a Dwoiset Horn, }me Pick's wright on a
paar af shears proved too great. aml ’rhq: hlade
penetrated her liver,  Internal hamorrhage set
i, and ler skin now hanga on the drying rail. She
will he greatly missed hy the mob.

Rirrrn Is Preecns.

Coonawarra Fruit Colony.

E. F. McBan.

The Coonawarra fruit celony was founded some 12 years
ago, und to-day there are about 800 acres under vines and fruit
irees. Apples, pears, peaches, apricotz, and plums grow to
perfection, while Shivaz and Cabernet vines return up to 3
lons of grapes per acre. The apples growns here are moslly
export varieties, and are %lupped to various markets of the
world. Hitherto the apricots and peaches have been scld
locally in the fresh stote; but the loeal market 1s limiled,
and a zlut scon brings down the prices to almost starvalion
lowel. In view of 't}_'l_lh growers are preparing to dry the
surpluz of next season’s crop of these fruits. Plums and
prunes there 18 no market for in the fresh state, and Lhese are
alwavs driod. The casual visitor to Cleonawarra, driving
through the ovchavds at the present time and seeing the trees
with their healthy appearance—-the apple trees white with
blossom and the pears, peaches, and apricots simply covered
with young fruil—might well be excused for geing away with
the idea that the 21 eolonists who own these lovely orchards,
with luxurious trees growing in rich chocolate =011 are lucky
men.  And zo they are.  But their luek would be much more
enviable were it not for the fact that Coonawarra happens
to be 265 miles by vail from Adelaide.  All the advantages
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of a peorfect ehimate and an  abundant rainfall are uot
monepolised by the Coonawarva tnu{. growers—railway freights
absorl most of these advantag I wmust not foreet to men-
tion that Roseworthy .\_qllnu]turni Coilege iz represented at
Coenawarra by thiee “Old Boys.”

OATS.

Smggle.

Gawler, 1.

Jerry Peanuts,

Grecu-eyved Monster.

De'hvdrogenation

(tnod word that.

Flambert Fitzeass, what !

What about the aeetvlene lamp !

Why don't vou make more noise, Nag!

Who hopped the fence when father appeared!

How is Hemming feeling after “two” whale fow(e)ls!

Wonder what Never does all the evenings now,

Wounder also what Mac does in Gawler.

Sorty “Bunyip” didn't enjoyv himself at the dance.  Every-
body else did.  Poor Bunny

THE COLLEGE DAIRY HERD.

The cattle comprising onr dairy herd uare. of comrse, not
pure bred, but the Jersey stramn predominates.  They ave
what may be termed good useinl milch cows, with just snffi-
cient cross to make them moderately hardy, but vet mnol
enough to take away the dairy cow appearance.

There are at present some 14 cows milking, and the average
is somewhere from 20 to 30 1b. of milk per day, while in several
instances the tests show belween 5 and b per cent. butter fat.

Their feed this year has consisted chielly of rape, and no
bad effect has so far been noticed in the milk.  Ensilage is
fed to them throughout the dry months, so their dict certamly
receives careful attention
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The bull is & pure Jersay, and an exceedingly fine animal,
while the heifers are e nrjmﬂr a hittie towards beef. showing,
perhaps, beet ancestry hﬂmw.lmu back on the cow's side.

Mr. G. 8. Thompson, the Dany Expert, is taking over the
'I']Jd.ﬂa.EfF'Il'lF‘nt of the herd, nod it is suid will make some crossing
experiments.  The results will be watched with interest.

CORRESPONDENCE.

“JERrY. —1. Glad yon think our Shorthorn bull is large for
its size, hut can safely assure you it did not spring from Here-
ford stock. 2. Rather unusual to have two twins at once
Have never met an iustance. 3. Would advocate the

lise
ol wrial droppers in your extreme case.

“Pror. W-1-¥."—S50 you tmrmed out Demijohn and his foal,
did you?! Most extraordinary !

“Leprie."—1. An oilskin would be wseful to you while
milking Trilby., 2. Refuse to believe that you brought in
“Billy" the bull in mistake for “Duchess;” quite overcome
at the idea.

"Ca-F-v."—Mis-er-r-able fellow! Why invent a new noise!
You are suspended.

“SpriNTER. —Gawler is an unhealthy place for yvou at pre-

sent, but your record there for sprinting is not likely to be
broken.

“S-v-ving.'—Yes, you must get a h'elivation. and then vead
the h'angles on this 'ere h' instrument.

‘Curtovs.—Sorry have not the formula of “Salsoda™ by
ug, but will endeaver to find out for you right away

“Rov.” —=Yes, old man, this will be the fifth time you've
subseribed. 1 think, this year.  Keep it up.

“Mag."—Sorry you can't help being so noisy ; it does seem
bad for a start.

“Exguirpr.”-—"Sniggle”’ means “Fishing for eels.”

“Mac."—You want a cure for cheap O.V.G.! Two and a-
half gallons salsoda taken with a teaspoon every 2 hours
till feel better.

“Maz.—The road there is paved with good resolutions.

All questions will be promptly attended to, and are in-
vited —EDp,
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VINEYARD NOTES,

The present season alves EVOTY appesrance of being an ex-
coptionally good one m the vineyard AL no time in its
history has it looked better than it dees at the present, for
as far as the showing aof sei bunches ean be regarded as a ro-
Liable forecast. a record vintage may be confidently anticipated,
while a very strong growth of the plants themselves has cer-
tainly taken place.

Pruning. ploughing, d&e.. were accomplished in zood time,
and now the vineyvard is receiving its thire ‘-("'lllf}’lﬂg, while
hoeing 15 being done under the trellis, which 1s out of veach
of the secarifiers.

The young vineyard is for iis third vear showing a very
fair erop of fruit. and its growth is exty rlrwlv satisfactory ; in
fact, first-vear students mav look forward to erceting trellises
in Lhis part before they have finished with Ruwwnﬁrw, and
the sinking of pos holes in the elay soil will be exee llent. exer-
ClHE'J.

*onziderably over an inel of van has already been recorded
this month, and nore 15 expected.

The orchard, under the superintendence of Mr. Quinn, 1s
making rapid strides, Maost of the trees in the "voung ovchard”
have hm—"n uprooted. and a large assortment of different varie-
ties set 1n their places. These are making satisfactory growth,
and future students will have a fine field fur midnight 1}1111})1&':

In the orchard irrigation 1= being practised, but it is yet too
early to sav what is vesnlting from it.  Pipes are run on up-
rights ucross the slopes, and about every 20 ft. the water is
run down by wav of plough furrows.

THE TABLET.

Unveiling Ceremony.

There was a strange pungling of joy and sorrow at the
Rosewarthy Ahrlrultur&l College on Friday. Tt was sports
day. and also the anrllﬁ.'erﬂl*g. of the deaths of two eomrades,
whose badies arve interred in the bullet-swept ficlds of South
Africa.  Three years ago this week, in the brief, sharp en-
counter at Bethlehem, Alexander William Nichalas and
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Frederick Joseph Tothill, brave young members of the 4th
Umperial Bushmen’s Contingent, laid down their lives as
“soldiers of the King.” and the enthusiasm associated with
the annual sports yesterday was arvested while Colonel Rowell,
CB.. unveiled a tablet to their memory. This had been
erected in the diniog room, where the students spend their
hoppiest. honrs, and the snow-white marble, with its impres-
sive mseription, will always awaken proud thoughts in the
minds of the merry lads as they file into the building to the

fumiliar music of the dinner gong,

The tablet, which i neatly designed and conspicuously dis-
played. bears the following imseription: —“In grateful and
loving memory of our brave and loyal comrades, who volun-
teered for scrvice in South Africa, where they died for their
sovereign and country, Alexander William Nicholas, Frederick
Joseph Tothill.  "Dulee et decornm est pro patria mori
South African campaign, 1890-1902, Erected by old students
The ceremany was fixed fov Friday, and the dining room was
crowded with inteyested sprctators, amonz whoem were
numerons collegians and ladies. It had been arranged that
the Minister of Agricultnre should perform the unveiling cere-
mony, but Mr. Butler was unable to make the trip, and cer-
tainly an appropriate substitute was found in Colonel Rowell,
under whom the deceased troopers served.

The principal of the College (Professor Towar) said a num-
ber of the members of the College had had the courage to
leave their homes and those dear to them to fight for their
Queen and country on the fields of South Africa.  Two brave
young fellows had laid down their lives for the Empirve, and
their fmends had crected a tablet to their memory.  Mr.
Yelland. the secretary of the Old Collegians’ Association, had
rendered splendid scrvice mm behalf ol the movement, and
thewr thanks and congratnlations were due to lum for its sne-
cessful consanumation.

My, T. E. Yelland traced the history of the movement, and
remarked that the Commiites of the Old Collegians’ Associa-
tiom felt that thev had only done a4 duty in ecarrving out the
woik.

Colonel Rowell, C.B.. in liiting the flag, said: “T nnveil this
tablet in memory of two brave soldiers, who fought for their
King and country,”  Continwing, the speaker said the un-
vetling of the tablet constituted a proud and memorable day
in the Ihstory of the College.  They in Australia lived in
peaceiul conditions, and the woise and tumult of war were
largelv a matter of sentiment with them. In the older coun-
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tries of the world military organization and activity were
ever associated with its progress, and the glamor of campaign-
ing was less colored.  The College had sent a number of yvoung
qren to the front, and it was a fact which would always stand
oul 1n its history.  Three years had passed since the students
whose names were inseribed on the tablet met their death.
He had a vivid recellection of the day. They started gut
early on a bright, beautiful moming, and orders were imne-
dl'l'tEl} given for the columus to trot. THis regiment that
day suffered more than it did on any previcus or futore occa-
sion. Lhere were 10 casnalties. Four men were killed and
six were wounded. General De Wet, “that great leader of
men,” 11 hiz book, referred to the engagement as once of Lhe
hottest. in which the Boers pariicipated, It was a sad day
for the bushmen, and their two comrades were among thase
who fell. They were two splendid fellows, brave and pnpul’ir.

Lieut. F. C. Sickman said he and the troopers whoze memaory
they were honoring were comrades in arms and pcrsmml
friends.  His duty ti:u:-k him to the rear on the day of that
memorable E]l”'alft‘lllt‘llt but he was afterwards informed that
1t embraced dcedn of heroism. He believed that of the 14
men who constituted the forward ranks, eight werc cither
killed or injured. The day following the lighti he had a can-
versation with a Scoltish officer, who 1emalked that 1t was
the hottest encounter he had ever been 1n, and the one ex-
ception was that during the Sovudan war, when 700 white and
colored troops were killed in 20 minutes. They had every
reason to be proud of their fallen comrades.

Professor Porking said he was personally acquainted with
tha deceased for three years, and he found ‘them ta be honest
and manly, and students who alwaye commanded the respect
and esteem of their comrades. He congratulated the stu-
dents on the thonghtfuloness which had prompted them to
licnor the memorv of Lhe brave soldiers who went with 12 or
13 others to the front ingpired with genuine patriotizsm and in
response to a generous impulec.

My. J. D. Renner and Trooper Richardson also spoke.

We have to acknowledge receipt of the following publica-
tions : —''Canterbury University,” “P.A.C. Chronicle, “8.P.8.C.
Magazine,” “Publte Service Review.”
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“RINGSFORD.”

By OBsERVER.

“All aboard for Kingsford!® A wild seramble for seats en-
sied, and m less time than it takes to tell we were nff Agaln
on our annual trip to Mr, J. II. Angas’ station to inspect his
Shorthorn and Hereford cattle,  Within a mile of the place
onc of the “polers” was brought down by a leader’s swing-tree.
This, occording to one of the party, was mervely a “chokedown.”
and nothing rerious, Later on this same observant ong also

pointed oub to us a Hereford cow, the proud mother of “two
twins.”

We spent a very pleasant and instructive afternoon jnspect
ing the cattle and lislening {o our genial host, Mr. Forbes,
rlq_—t'rlhug the points prezent in the magnl“ceut animals brought
hetore us. The fine two-year-old Hereford bull. Mayfair IX
called forth praise and admiration from all, as did also the
splendid five-year-ald cow which, in Mr. Forhes opinion, has
not 1ts equal 1 England or Australia.

The third vears were called upon to do seme judging on
their own. and this they did very successfully.  That over,
we adjourned for afterncon tea, and there such a repast was
set before us as wonld recover a dyspeptic his appetite.  With
cheerful hearts we executed justice thereon. Npeeches fol-
lawed. and on our behalf the third-year counecil man thanked
our host and hostess tor theiv extreme kindness to us duriny
our visit, and this we enforced with three ringing cheers. Un
the homeward journey the vocal element was in no way lack-
ing, and we reachcd the College just as the rain started in
earnest. So ended our annual trip to Kingsford, which
proved, as it invariably does, an extremely p]easant- and 1in-
structive onting, ﬂpplt-uated I think, by all who participated.

Agricultural Old Collegians’
Association,

The fifth annual dinner in ¢connection with the Agrieultural
Old Collegians' Association was held at the Old Exchange,
Pirie-street, on Friday evening.  There was a large atten-
dance, and the President (Professor J. D. Towar, M.Se.) occu-
pied the chair.
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The toasts of “The l{giﬂg,” “The GUVEl'HfJI‘GEUErE_-I," and
“The Governor ' were honored.

The Secretary of the Assocviation (Mr. T. E. Yelland) rvead
telegrams which he had reccived from Professor Lowrie and
W. J. Colebateh, stating that they had sorrowfully drunk the
health of their absent mends upon the anniversary of their
union.

r. J. Miller proposed “The Agricultural Industry

The Minister of Agriculture (Hon. R. Butler), in re:.pn:mdlurr
said lie had alwavs been able to avail himseelf of the able assis-
tance of Professors Lowrie anid Towar 1n zdvancing the in-
tevests of the industry, which was such an important adjunct
to the gencrai prosperity of the state.  The time was past
when education was considered unnecessary for the farmer
They required practical and screntific knowledge, and should
be level-headed business men as well. (Hear, hear. )

“The Old Collegians’ Association” was propesgd by Mr. J. F.
Martin.  He believed he knew more of the history of the
Raoseworthy College than either masters or students past and
prescul. They had heard it ruentioned that the occupation of
the producer was a gentlemanly life; he could testify that
Professor Lowrie had done a great dea,i to as=:ist m the estah-
lishing the truth of such a statement. (Applanse.

Mr. A. G. Pritchard, in replyving, expressed thr regard in
which every old Hnseworthy student held their old and per-
sonal friend. My, BMartin. lHHu hear.)

“Absent Friends” was proposed and responded to respec-
tively by Messrs. J. 8. Malpas and W. J. Dawkins.

Mr. W. C. Grasby also spoke. As an old boy he conld
voiee the general opinten thal the “old ¢ol” had turned out
nien, with all the external aids, to successful agricultural life.

The catering was in the capable hands of the Misses Martin.

Prior to the dinner the annual business meeting was held.
Mr. T.. II. Muecke was voted to thae chaiv. The report of the
Secretary (Mr. T. E. Yclland) showed that the interest in the
Assoviation had been splendidly maintained, and that the
numbers on the roll had risen from 78 last year vo 31.  The
financial statement showed a creuit balance of £22.  The re-
port and balance-sheel, were adopted. A resolution was car-
ries]l authorising the establishment of a branch of the Associa-
tion 1n Western Austrahia, whither many old students had
drifted and were making theiwr hivelihood; alzo “that the
motion passed at March meeting re Roll of Honor he amended,
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and that it be a recommendation to the Minister of Aoricul-
ture thai m:el:., cold and silver medals and cuap winners be placed
on the hizt.”  The following officers were elected : —President,
the Principal of the Jﬂgrlclllturml Uoatlege (Professor J. D.
Towar); Viee-Presidents, Ilon. B. Butler, Representative Sir
Langdon Donvthon. Professor Perkins, the President of the
R A and H. Society, and Messrs. J. F. Martin, H. Kelly, J. W.
Porter, B. HPplet J. Miller, W Gilbert. M., J. A. Haslam,
J. G. Ashton, W, Eu“—'ld{, and W. C. Grashy; Secretary,
Myr. T. E. "r"eT_'IHlld : Treasuver, My, L. L. Muecke ; Commitiee,
Messis. A, G. Pritchard, H. E. Laffer, R. II. Martin, A, P.
Hunter, 4, Wallace Sandfaird,-and W. J. Dawkins: aunditors,
Messrs, C. V. Heyne and H. B, Robson.

Malting Barley om our Lower
"Northern Areas.

By Boz.

Wheat has been, and still remains. the staple produet of this
State, but I certainly think the cultivation of malting barley
shonld recetve more attention than it does at present.  Having
demonstrated that this cercal can be grown successfully and
profitably in thiz district over a period of five vears, T have
been encouraged to pen a few lines.  First of all let us see 1f
the demand warrants us giving 1t our attention,  The tmpoxts
for Australia for the twelve months ending June 30, 1903,
amounted to 1,280,344 bushels, and the local produnetion to
only 273840 huskels. | Vickaria imporied nearly two-thirds
of the above total, and New South Wales about one-fifth.
Houth Austraban impnrts amounted to nearly 17000, When
we consider the fact that in addition to freight theve is a duty
vf 1/6 per central, or 9d. per bushel, to pay on the imported
wrait, we will surely admit that we should try to retam a far
larger proportion of this trade than we are now deing.  The
great dilliculty bas been in the harvesting,.  The malsters com-
plain that the locally-grown harley is cracked and skinned and
cerminales badly, but with the introduction of the complete
harvester this to a great extent has been overcome, and with
reasonable care a very fair sainple can be made.  Barvley seems
to thrive best on a sandy loam, but, with the exception of a
heavy clay, 1t can be D“rmlm ~ﬁt13fac,teu111y on maost sels.  With
1ega1d to the cultivation, it should receive the same lreatment
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that a good farmer would give his wheat crop, never att empting
to grow it on anything but fallow land.

The best variety is Chevalier., and with it T have met with
areat success, and this year I am trying a few acres of hoth
the Hanna and Duck Bill vavieties, but the Chevalier is more
than holding its own at present.

Pickling with bluestone solution does not seem to he a pro-
ventative of amut in barley. Lut My, Ilawke, of Tipara, in-
forms me that steeping the seed in hot water, just off the boil,
has the desired effect. and this 1z certainly worth a trial. The
ghject of every grower should be to g’i—.‘f a plomp sample, and
to do this it is essential, I have found, to sow fairly thinly so
as to give the plant the best opportunity of maturing its grain.
This, of course, only applies to distriets with a fairly scanty
rainfall. upwards of two bushels being nsed in the South-East
and Kangaroo Island.  From the malster's point of view it
iz ezeential to have a thin skin.  Asg this and other nseless parts
conslitules shont 30 per cent. of the enfire grain. it will readily
be seen that a thin kin is an important factor. It must also
possess good color, maturity, evenness of size, a floury, mellow
mterior, and a clean odor.

With regard to yields, | have averaged from 35 to 45 hushels
per acre, selhug at a price from 3/3 to 4/1 per bushel. Last
year my barley gave the handsome veburn of £9 per acre, as
against £4 for wheat, and wheat, as you knew. reached an ex-
ceptionally high price.

Tho annual dance und sports were held this year on the 17th
of July. For a wonder we were aided by fine weather for the
sports, a faet whieh took us back quite a good deal. Con-
petition was fairly keen in the afternoon, and the sports
passed off better than usual.:  An early tea and a final polish
to the floor, and off went the poor Committee to dress.  The
room was decorated with alternate streamors of red and yvellow
Irom the centre of the ceiling, Chinese lanterns and flags fill-
g up Lhe blanks, &e. A programme of nearly thirty danees
was the next item to work off. and I believe evervone “tried to
attain this object with the best of thewr dhllif}? alded by
Netara’s Band at the end of the room.  Dancing continued till
the early hours as usual, and by 5.30 am. the Committee had
the decorations packed up. and “all that remained of the dance
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weve a few huddled, shapeless masses of rugs, ruffled hair, &e.,
lying about the passages and lecture room.  Breakfasl at T
am. verified to a great extent the old song, “After the Ball.
theugh T will say that most of the guests looked remarkably
fresh and fit.  Those occupying the barn will probably remem-
ber a kind individual who woke them up aboul 6 am., en-
quired after their health, and amused them generally for about
Aoquarter of an hour.  Buch “talented” persons, T believe,
aren’t hghtly forgotten ; in fact, I've been told that we hadn't
such talent “cven in the Clollege.”  On the whele, the dance
was a rank smeeess, lhl']'tlg,‘ll we note u.llh regret the " Bunyip”
didn 't seom te think so.  “Poor Bunyip! f

. Dritehard, s w s,

(Near Freemah Sireet)
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SPECIALTIES IN STOCK:

Mantelpieces, Grates, Stoves of all kinds,
Pavement Tiles in great variety,
Hearth and Wall Tiles.

And other Building Requisites.

OF SPECIAL INTEREST TO COUNTRY CUSTOMERS

Bath Heaters, for Wood and Gas uel. Portable Shower
Bath, « hot or cold shower with a buckes of water. Crane’s
Stamped Metal Ceilings. Cheap, Light, and Artistie,
Absolute immunity from eracking and falling.
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A visit when in town is solicited. Inquiries by letter promptly
attended to. Write for Designs and Prices.

Norice o Oup StupknTs,—1 have recently secured the proprietary of
this business, and respectfully solicit your custom and support.

ALEC G. PRITCHARD.



