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EDITORIAL.

The good season anticipated 1 our last issue has been rvealized,
for, as :l.ruch*:- on both harvest and vineyard will show, the results
of the former and outloak for e latter are highly satisfactory.
With reference to the vioeyard, 1 faet, suthcient rams, with good
npening weather, have combined to yield what bids fair to be a
record crop of grapes, and the detarled list of retuwrns from this
department of the College will be pubhshed m our next number.

The front garden and orchard continue to make rapid progress.
though some of the younger fruil trees were kept back during the
carly spring by the presenve of cutworms, but the older trees do not
appear to have been affected

Several new cement tanks have lately been built at the back of
the wine cellars, and here it s tended to wash the mrape skins
after crushing. As this season will be the first m which these
additions have been employed. the report on their use can be ox-
peeted under “Vineyard Notes™ i June,

The labor that Mpr. Williams lLas expended on the garden has
improved it & great deal, and the College may shortly be able to
compare its front with those of similar 1nstitutions in the other
States.

Our Frontispiece.

The illustration in the front of this issue represents a view of one
of the cowhouses and several of the cows belonging to the Hamra
herd at Tumba, in Sweden Av article on this subject, called "A
Model Swedish Dairy Farm,” will be found in this number.

March Social Gathering.
The committee intend holding the usual Mareh Social gathering
of old and present students durving the Show Week, and anticipate
a big mecting.  Only bwo mectings ave held a yoar, and, therefore,
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all should try to make them a success. Old students should make
these socials a general gathering of the clans, where the happy
College days could he recalled and experiences exchanged,

The committee will not send out a cirenlar re Lhis meeting, so
please accept this notice and let the Seceretary know if you will be
prescol.  Keep this night open for your own social to be held at
o puan., Friday evemimg, March 4, at Ware's Exchange Hotel,
Hindley-street.

Subscriptions,

In nearly every issue of this magazine we call your attention o
the fact that your subseription for the year is due by addressing bhe
wrapper in Fed /nk. 1 you wish thas paper to prosper and the
Association to be a success, pay up the amount you owe, and don't
let the finanval part worry the Seerctary and Editor, as well as
the anxiety of getting out a good and interesting numnber. We
cannot be expected to run the paper much longer if you do nou
pay your subscription.  The cxpenses are lieavy, and unless all
contribute towards 18 wien recelved, it means that the few who do
pay up arc sending to those who do not meet the oblipation.

Remember the object of the Association and the zood old times
you had at the Gﬂlleg'e? and the good you will be domg the mstitution
by co-operating with past students for the begeliv of present and
future students, and pay up.

If the wrapper around this paper 1s addressed to you in Hed Lk
you are in arrears, and the Secretary will bo glad to acknowlcdge
the receipt of your subscription,

Mr, H. A. Parsons.

It is with pleasure ihat we offer our vongratulations to Me, H. A
Parsons, LL.B., on his appointtnent to the position of Consal for
Japan,

Mr. Parsons, who 1s an old A.C.R. student, has always kept closely
in touch with the College, and was unlil last year a member of the
0Old Collegians’ Clommittee.

THE HARVEST.
By “No. 3.7
The harvest 1s vow a thing of the past. much to the relicf of some
and not a little to the vegret of others of us; but we all look with
pride upon the results of our labers, in the form of four well-built
stacks. as well as some fourteen hundred bagy of grain.
The harvest on the whole has been very satisfactory, but would

have becn far better but for the unwelcome appearance of red st
which wrought havoe amongst the wheat; the damp weather whieh
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prevailed at the time greatly helped 1ts development. But for the
rust certainly a larger quantity of betler gquality grain woulld have
been reaped.

A new bnder has been added ta our list of Implements—the
“MeCormick —-so that four binders were at work for the greater
part ol the time. The old Massey, one of the oldest machincs,
did as good, 1f nol better, work than any of them. O[pr*rat;in-ns:
began with the hay-cutting, which started on October 19 in the
erozsdrilled plots, at the west end of the “Island,” namely, College
Selection, eross drilled, and Colleze Selection (an carly variety) cross
drilled with Defiance (a late vaviety), which was badly attacked
with red rusi.

In the yield of hay the College Selection, cross drilled, gave shghtly
better results.

The oats—Laleutta and Cape--at the top of “Island,” weve cut
next, this ytelding about 30 tons of hay ; whilst a pu-l‘t-iml of the
Calcutta oats was left for threshing.

It was found necessary to cut out about 50 acves of Fletts for hay,
leaving the remainder for grain.

Cutting was finished carly in November.  Altogether we stacked
about 500 tons, about 300 of these being at the “Island,” and the
temainder stacked at Fletts and Ne, 8.

The yield on the whole was a little under 2 tons per acre. The
“Island” and Fletts gave better vesults than No. 6 and No. &

Binding for grain commenced about November 16 at the
“Tsland® on the Neumann's wheat, whieh was also the first to
receive attention from the two Martin's strippers, which were hired
by the College.

The stripping and cutting for grain were both completed early in
December,

A little variation in the proceedings was caused by a trial of two
combined harvesters—McKav's “Sunshine” and May Brothers
“Clymax."” Both the machines gave satisfactory results, and the
students spent an mstructive afternoon it learming how to work
the mmplements, owing to the kndness of the agents in explaiming
their respective merits and construction.

Ma}r Brothers' harvester did gosd work in fields 6 and 8, and
a few sludents were fortunate ﬂnuugh to get an opportunity to work
the machine. In the meantime the oil and stcam eNgInes were
thoreughly overhauled, so as to be in readiness for one of the most
important of harvest oper H.‘tiCIIlE namel}r threshing.

This commenced on December 8 on about 15 acres of Caleutta oats
from the top end of the Ialrmd. These gave a vield of 38 bushels
per acre,

Tha wheat wis uexi tackled.  About B0 acres of this was threshed,
It comprised—Neumann's, which yielded about 15 bushels per acre ;
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King's, which yielded albout 23.27 bushels per aere; Un:rllnge mefee-
tion, which yvielded about 24 bushels per acre; total averaging about
20} bushels. The wheat was hnished on t.he 17vh.

Dahbitz, comprising of about 36 acres of Cape barley, was started
on the following day, and was completely finished on the 22nd,  The
yield in Dahlitz was 45.73 bushels per acre.

Through the energy of the offiials and perseverance of the students
tho harvest was “I]'l‘-'hf.d. 1 very satisfactory time.  Waorking from
Hhoam. tll 8 pan., the students beal the Fﬂ]ngo recotrd by putting
through 177 bagy of barley in one day, and had the satistaction of

being highly praised by the Principal and Farm Manager before
Insuhn.n,_r_,r for Lhetr holidays.

Vartery Prors (No. & Fienn).

Variety. Yield per Acre,  Hay per Acre.
Bush, Lb. Lb.
Fatl. .. v mee see enn  LOF DY 2,542
Ramg's . o i e B3 2T 2,44
Smart’'s Pioneer ... 12 18 2,454
(€ AEE R (TR 2.412
Jerkin ... ... ... ... 11 36 2,264
Wmdre L o o s B O0 2,889
Mageshie.. ... .. s 4 TH 3,074
INBIHNENT B v v e B3 2H 2078
(Tollege %P]L\{'tmn .. 16 4D 3.176
"Warmck At B 2,700
Purple “!t:]“'lw ...... in 11 2,852
Kine's ... .. 16 44 2,852
Mamh’tll g ND 3 L0 53 2 804
Leak's Rus.bpmaf... Bl T 3,183
Dart's Tmperial ... 10 11 3,389
Defiance ... .o ... 8 17 3,139
AT A S S < 5,222

The Old Year Out—The New Year In.

Br IF.

“Only a couple more weeks, and then—Christmas,”
student as he hung lanterns on our old wav chariot, the
for a fresh start 1n the dark.

“Right away. Jakes!” shouts Anty.  The engine hisses, a pair
of legs dangle from the fly-wheel, the belt is on, and sheaves dust
and bags of wheat ave soon flying about 1n clonds.

“Why work so late?” asks a visitor,

“Why not!” answered “one of the elique.”

mused a
threshey,”
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But why are the students working by candlelight?  Why are
they out at & am. every 1:1-::-n-mg Some great magnetic force
2ECmS to draw thewm of bed and out to work every morning. This
windeed so!  Chnstmas, but a fortmght ahead, 18 the glf-aL maguLL
Ever since that mornming the "lioss” tnlrl them that “work meant
Christmas dinner at home and loafing meant College plum pudding.”
mealy were, for once in the lustory of the College, a secondary con-
sideration—worg first!  How low lips hung th-ﬂ; mormnr!  How
nmouths watered!  DBells were | _,htonr_‘d and teeth seb with iim
determination to do or die—and they did and have done so till the
present Lbme—S8 pam—when we [ind them working by two candle-
Power.

"Beg parvdon, siv!” said some one near me. A match flared, and
a laugh followed. A student had begged the pardon of “Dee,” the
old rake horse, who had accid ntally stepped on his toe. At a

signal from “the man on top”' Lhe {*ngmc- 15 slowed down, sleam
gscapes, ad another weary dav's work 1s oer.

What a motley group they look as they troup off home! A few
ninutes are spent in extracting dust. straw. &, from their ears.
nases. and various cavificg. A shower bath is mdulged in, and at
last: we find them seated at tea.  Here the day s work and the quality
of the mutton, art, and “plum dough™ are freely disoussed.  One
student reckons threshing will be finished three dﬂvs before Christ-
mas ; another says thev've the hope of a snowbal]l 11 the Northern
Territory of ﬁ'ﬂl!:].'l]lli" bofore t’r*ustma-:; a third suesses we won't
finish at all if we Lar-ltlf ‘this pudden’ ;" and so the talk flows on.

The moon shines forth. the stars grow dim, and the mosquitos
sing " Pip-pip!” as the weary student crawls between fus sheets  His
dreams are sweet.  He sces the Luwrkey st home being fattencd
readiness for the return of the ldelgni egn. He = &allln-? home
aver hills and plains in his gallant four-master, "The Bounder,” with
his mates Tom and Jack : and—'Ding-a-ving!”  The alarm clock
does 1tz duty.

“Why, I haven't bern in bed half an hour!" exclaims our man.

He volls out of bed, props ene eve open with a match. and examines
his chronometer. “No. by Jove! 430; thats rnight Oh. well,
I must h.ws' some of that tur key T dr eamed of © He ships jnto s

“dungarees.”’ and at 5 am. 1s agamm working like am automatic
machine-.

“Well, good-bye, Billy, old boy!” 'S0 long. Walks!" Waork 19
gver. The race is won. Chrislinas has lest l)‘l.' i few days. and we
now stand on the platform blddmg "Adien’ to southern comrades.
“Ta tal” “Merry Christmas" Alwavq say your prayers and wash
the back of your neck!” and & heap of other fatherl'i.' advice is hurled
at us as, amid many hea,lt.jr handzhakes, the train puffs off Lo Ade-
laide, T wus left behind with two mah::s A few minutes and our
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train steamed n, and we are now scudding northwards, The
student’s dream 1s realised ; but it is three men in a train, not three
men In a boat.  Thus ends our year as far as work is concerned,
Wo will pass over the holiday with closed eyes. No doubt the
doings of the R.A.C.'s would be worth recording during that week,
but—a holiday 1s a holiday.  After our week's vacation we Nor-
therners again board the train and journey southward.  As we step
ont, of our ecarriage “Howdeedoos” and “Happy New Years” are
exchanged with about a score of “our chaps,” and we are soon on the
road in the College “drag.”

The new year has started. Work has begun.  Every one is a
little collar-proud after a whole week's spell ; bul now we are at it
again. looking forward to the leng vacation.  Our “home” has
undergone very few changes during our absence. A lew fresh

notices and [imes are posted on the “bulletin board,” several Tamiliar
faces have disappeared, and the fruit’ has assumed a rosior tint,
On these cool, still mornings, while the little bivds sleep and the
bull frogs eroak, and streaks of doylight in the cast herald the
approaching day, stealthy forms ecarrying a well-filled pillow-vase
may he seen ereeping mlo the building. These pillow-cascs are
not full of luff.  Oh, no. ladies.  They contain the best fruit in
the archard. The cock crows, breakiast is caten, and we are again
out at work, hardly rcalising thal Clristinas has come and gone.
But it has. So all we can do is to work till the next is in sight.
and in the meantime wish one and al! “Good luck for 1904 ! and in
concluding quote that sterling motio,

“Never go ragged or squint.”

A Model Swedish Dairy Farm.

Situated at Tumba. seventeen miles from the City of Stockholm,
in pleasant hilly country. is the Hamra Estate, the pmpr:'.rir{ of Sir
John Bervstrém. The writer visited Hamra m July, and, there-
fore. had the onnmortumty of seeing it when summer conditions pre-
vailed. The whaele property. which is considered to be one of the
finest in Sweden, was looking at its very hest. Water is plentiful.
for chains of fresh lakes abound in this part, and summer feed was
in abundance.  There were about 130 cows in milk, most of them
being Ayrshires, but a few were Shorthorn breed.  The Jerscy cow
does not appear to do well in either Sweden or Norway, though in
the more central parts of Europe it is a great favorite.  The
frontispiece to this magazine shows one of the cow byres and the
construetion of these buildings is exceedingly important in a country
sueh as this, with its severe climatic conditions ruling for so great
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3 part of the year. The cows are kept entively indoors from the
end of September until beginning of June, though even in the winter
they are usually lel 1nto an open yard for about an howr or so at
the middle of the day. The cow-houses are constructed of wood
with a floor of conerete sloping «lirhtly from the centre to the sides,
ared the animals face one another across a passage-way, down which
a light trambine runs from the faedroom. Each cow has water
Lﬂnllll'l.'l“l”}’ within veach, one trough serving a L'GUple of ammmals. In
order to cnsure a passage of ple |.|i1;r of fresh air the usual hayloft
above the cow room has lately been done away with ; therefore, there
i3 # clear space above the animal vight up Lo the yoof.

The ereamery, pleasantly situated amongst trees, some distanee from
where the cows are kept. 1s a fine stone building, fitted with the most
ntodernof dairy appliances, The milk on being received 18 immediately
pasteurised, and from the appliance effecting this it runs dircet fo
tha separator.,  There are two steam turbine creawn separators.
manufactured by the Alfa-Laval Companv, that treat the whole of
the product of this farm. The cream, after being cooled, is collected
in A ripener. where it 18 inoculated with a pure culture of lactic acid
ferment.  The ripening room adjoins the main room of the dary,
while next it is the labaratory. which is fitted with culture tubes and
microscopes.  Sir John Bernstrom is an ardent believer in the use
of tuberculin, and the cattle are constantly watched by a veterinary
SUrgeot,

The dairy 15 excellently arranged on the side of 4 hill, and advan-
tage 1s taken of this a}lupp the Imlk being received at the higher end,
and thus the usc of pumps is entively obviated  Steam and cold water
pipes are handy in all parts of the bmilding. and it would be hard
to canceive of a more linely appomnted structure, its tiled walls and
floors adding greatly to the appearance of the internal arrangements.

The laborers on the estate, some twenty-five in number, live in
regulation houses in different parts of the property.  These houses
are bwo-storied and built of wood in the old Swedish stvle, with red
roofs and green lattice shiullers, which ave excecdingly picturesque
in appearance, and as cach has its plot of ground, with garden. the
effect of neatness and eleanliness 1s very pleasant.

Mention has been made of the fact that the cows are watched
elosely on account of a fear of tubereulosis.  Experiments have
heen carried out ver v extensively at Hamra in order that the best
mecthods of -:}{}mhatmg the diseasc may be ascertained.

The Swedish Government, realising the pmportance of arousing
public interest in the subject of tuberculosis, lately offered a prize
for the best essay on the matler as referring to the dairy, and the
veterinary surgeon on this estate was the suceessful competitor, his
conclusions being based on the results of experiments conducted ab
Hamra,
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THE NEW CHUM’S DIARY.

By "ScaveEncer.”
The following are the contents of a leal of a diary found in
rubbish heap at the back of the College buildings: —

Apnl 21 —Gaob into iram at Adelaide ; journeyed to Roseworthy,
Got a rvide oul to College in milk-cart, ar pﬂ.s,ruol[ I belicve is the
toffy name for 1t herc.  Took with us Coll cge supplies—a case of
jJam and bag of spuds.  Checrs venb the air as we drew up at
the steps, .md a ragged whiskery crowd gathered round. (I thought
the cheer was mine, go puffed out my chest and looked important,
but found out afterwards 1t waz the “welcome home' of a new case
of jam.) tm w o a lot of chaps smoking in reading room.  Rushed
i and guve “knit” when T saw a master coming. They grinned,
and, receiving a nasty knoek on the head from hehind with s rope
quoit, L decamped. t’ repl oft to bed at last not feeling too gleeful.

April 22 Heard a great ringing of bells at ;leut. midnight
last mght. Bushed inte the rm'r:rlm shouting “Fire'’ and ran
into the armeg of a “cove” swinging a bullock bell as if his life
depended on 1. Begged his pmr]rm and went gowly back to my
room fiamly resolved that T wonld see the lLiouse in ashes before I
got my wind ltnﬂi‘]{ed ﬂut with a bell again. Found sui that
the bell was the “get up’’ signal, so T hmrndlv slipped into o
bran new set of males and blucher bootd and ran downstairs Ti
was a cold winter’s morning.  “Firsl, ouf!” I muticred to myself
while my tecth rattled to the time of Cock o' the Novth. Sat. o
some stone steps for half an hour.  Another bell vang. T followed
another “nc'w‘ chum” 1n to breakfazst. Went out to work.

April 2 ad unightt  Dragped out of bed and our of
room by atrmu' d.ltmhcd to my big toe.  “Toe lining” they term it

here, Blake sold ms & big book for five bab. T]mught T'd made
a good bargain till T was offered a similar book for 1/.

April 24- -Went out te work again. Chased a funny little
machine tied on to five horses with chains. Tt's just like a magni-
ficent gridiron with spikes sticking into the ground to keep 1t from
going too fast; harriz T think they eall it

April 26.—Glee Club organised.  The playing of “Romeo and
Juliet” brought forth roars of applause—and laughter. Went to
Gawler on bike; chased by a bebby for riding without a light ;
escaped.  Had a good look around Gawler in the dark.  Couldn't
see much, but thought a tot from what I saw.

April 26.—Went to church on a trolly with some long stools across
it.  Dodged the complexion plate.
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April 27 —Twigged a bobby on g horse in front of the College,

1 thought of my bike lamp and “mooched.”’ Undue amitation
cansed by imtroduction of alarn clocks into leeture room for the
purpose of waking up sleepy nwcmbers of the class.  Raided the
kitchen in the night.  Discovered two cold chops. o gnawed leg of

mutton, a tin of plum jam, and a square foot of pastry.  The 'y Were
nol to be found next morning

April 28 —One of the L}:r]]: nearly sealped throngh trving to
brush his hair with patent foot power hottle washer.

April 29.—Cleaned out back room al request of third year
students, [ was told this is the work of every new student.  On
stables today.  Bet my alartn for 430 am Bell rang, and T
erawled out of hed and fed the horses, and on ﬂﬁlt]iﬂ;{ bark found

the time was 2 am. The bands of my clock wmust have slipped
forwared.

April 30 —Aceadenfally burned down a barn to-day.  The five
brigade bolted.  Lost a trouser Icg during a hot encounter with a
vietols pie with piglets

Never go there any more. PTO,

(End of Jeaf.)

VINEYARD AND ORTCHARD.

Owing to Lhe exceptionally good season experienced this year,
eoupled with good care and management, the vineyaird luoks better
now than it has ever doue before.  Cullivation, hoemng. and all
those ather pleasant little “cops,” which our old student readers will
doubtiess remember in comnection with V. and O., were all gol
through 1 proper time.  Searfiers were kept busy all the symmer,
and in zome parts of the vimeyard received five or six workings
Old students. should tle} visit the College again, as we hope ih{n:'
often will, would see the “well paddock” ﬂuu11'-hmg with fine young
vines of varions ages, all being miuplete]v trellised.

The currants are being dried agam this vear. About a ton altos
gether was gathered, and they make quite a show down at the
cellars.  Ringing has proved iteelf a remarkably succcssful opera-
tion, and but fﬂl that the yield would probably still be hardlv worth
picking.

The growth on the vines this vear 1= remarkably vigorous, and,
in addition, the velurn is likely to prave the laveest on record. It
15 diffienlt to say offhand what the average \mld will be, but, not
counting Naboths, T should sav 1t anght to go between 1| tom to 1]
tons, whlch consideting such lthlles of vines as the well pa(ldﬂc]\
bemg taken 1nto account, is remarkably good.
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Naboths, the young untrellised vineyard., will do well if it picks
L ewt, to the acre, 1111% considering that its only been in three years,
Lhis isn't blad ; perhaps it may go a litlle over this mark.

Professor Perkims has had [u._ Latks—ecement-—erected at the
back of the cellar. and it 15 intended to wash the skins here this year
imstead of throwing them into the pit. Bricfly, the system consists
in passing water through the sking gener ally five times. thus abstract-
tng the aleohol.  The tanks are 3 ft each way and five i nwmnber,
and 1f old students are at all shaky as to the method I should recom-
mend them to look np their enology.

Bird-scarers have been put up at various points in the vineyard,
Mr. Mazure's patent 1s used, and so [ar it seems to have the effect
of keeping the starlings out of the way; but the sparrows reckon
it would take more than a few marbles in a kervosine tin to clear
them out.

One of Mr. Dobbie's hird-scarers is also doing good work here, and
tho inventar deserves to be complimented on Iis work.

Tho yonng trecs in the orchard are not doing as well as vhey should
have this year. considering the careful planting, &c., thev recerved.
On the whole. thetr growth is very disappointing. This iz pro-
bably due to a vigitation of eutworms in the spring.  These seemed
to prefer the young trees, and made vather a mess of them, and
they don’t seem to have recovered the check

OATS.

Gawler,

Front garden looking well.

Third years seem to like wool trips.

Don't forget the meeting in Adelaide on March 4.

Plenty of grapes lo be picked this year.

The third years took a trip with Mr. Jefirey through the wool
stores last December.

Through the kindness of the heads of the departments they were
afforded an excellent opportunily of seeing everything they wished
to.
Bspecially do they thank Messts, Elder, Smith. & Co for the lun-
cheon provided for them.

We have to 'IL]{HG“]E‘[‘IL;‘E 1L1:|:||Jt of the fD]IDﬁ."JH':" publieations : —
“Canterbury Umversity,” “S.P.8.C Magazine,” “PALCL Mag&zmﬂ.
"Public Service Review.”
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The Standard Bushel of Wheat.

]?:Y T. E. Yeruasn.

Much has been written and a grealy deal more said on this vexed
question by the farmors.  Many and varied ave the ideas expressed
by them of the possi 1 ble WaYS of overcoming the difficulty ; but they
are nearly all of one upmmn as recards ixing the standard at the
present time, and that is, that it docs now give umvprs'ﬂ gitisfaction,
The question 1s asked, “Tlow can the fixing of the standard be over-
come with justice to all partics concerned?’  While many farmers
maintain that twe standards, say, 4 lb. wheat per bushel as firsy
erade standard, or No. 1. and 62 1. wheat as No. 2 standuard, the
matter would be scttled onee and for all; and no doubl there 1s a
caod deal of real practical commonszense i their argumcent.  They
maintain that it will eneonrage them to clean their wheat lmi'tm
and so try and plways have their wheat or .u:lpd to No. 1 standayd.
Tt would be a reward for selecting and giving extra preparalion to
their wheat hefore placimg it on the market.  But the same diffi-
culties would crop up under this system as in the present one,
Farmers, whaose wheat was clean. hut perhaps m]I\. weirhed 63 Th,
would think that it should be placed 1o the No. 1 grade ; and then
one of the buyers, wha had a partic 111:1111.? fine &tar‘k avmagmg 65
Ib.. would Lake clean 63 Ih. wheat. and still keep his aver age up above
the 64 lb.. and so the principle of the two standards would he broken.
This system may be all right a2 far as the farmers are concerned,
but there are difficulties vnth whicli the merchante would have to
contend when selling that will always make them stick to a system
that has been tried and proved workable until a better one is found.
The merchants will only buy on a basis, and under a system that
will oive them some returns for their outlay.  They are the men
who hold the fort, and will naot be dictated to by a few thousand
farmers. wha should. and ean. if they like. take possession, and they
wonld then he in a position to trv these new ideas.

Under the present system the standard varies with the seasons, and
for various reasons is a good svstem, bub it has its faults. and works
very hard on some Farmers. Last year the standard was 63 1b.
Naw this year, as so much inferior wheat was about, it was rednced
to 611 Th., but as it was not fired for this season until December 23,
many farmers who had delivered their wheat were docked under
last season’s standard, and consequently lost 11 per bushel more
than they would under the present season’s standard for inferior
wheat. If this allowance wae afterwards made to the farmer then
there would be nothing to complain of, but at present it iz often
the farmers’ loss and the buyers’ gain.
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Ta overcome this difficulty a fixed standard should be adopted —
one not too high, that 1n u bad season could not be maintained, and
nol too low Lhat the sale of our wheat would be damaged on the
English markets.  As this is the first seaszon since records have
heen kept that the standard has been fixed so low, | would nat
take this as a basis, but rather make it a little ligher, say, 62 1. to
the bushel. If this was done the farmers would know before each
year commenced what the standard would be, and there would net
be any losses by them through the lowering of it in the middle of
the season. The farmers would find that this system was work-
able : they would still have to clean their wheat well, because the
merchants wounld accopt no foreign substance in it, no matter how
much it went over the standard. TIn a rood season the standard
would scarcely be required. and in a bad season for grain, like the
present one, would be found to be a fair and equitable basis upou
which to buy and sell wheat.

The merchants would find this method of greater value to them
than that of altering the standard every year as new. The very
l'act that much of owr wheat 1 sold on the English market and else-
where on the Chamber of Commerce standard, and often long hefore
the eurrent season’s one is fixed. must have a detrimental effect
upon those sales, and has no doubt often prejudiced buvers against
operating early in the season. or only at a reduced price with what
they would be prepared to give if thev knew for certain the minimum
standard.

This year many sales were made on the above basis, and up to
December 22 no wheat would be taken unless it went the old stan-
dard of 63 Ib.  After Decomber 23, the day the standard was
lowered to 614 1b.. much of the wheat previously yejected was offered
upon the same contract and accepted.  When the wheat arrives at
its destination and is discharged the buyers will find the first part
averaging 611 to 63 Th, and the latter hall (which was first stowed
into the vessel) going over the €3 lb, and nothing under; but as
they purchased under the Chamber of Commerce standard they have
no redress. Would it not be better for all parties concerned to
have a [air and sqnare understanding, and to fix a standard for all
times, so that 2 man buying a forward eontract will know that the
wheat must weight 62 Th, or over. and be free from all foreign
matter !

The hizh esttmation in which our wheats are held on the English
market would not be lowered by having a fixed standard, but would
give it a greater value. while o varying standard. as at present, must
have a detrimental cffeet upon any produce, for to be on the safe
pide in buying they must always buy on the lowest basis.
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The main thing after is te have a clean and even sﬂmple frec from
alt foreign matter, and then with a fixed standard of 62 lb. to the
bushel we will be able to comtnand the highest prices on the markets
of the world.

CORRESPONDENCE.

“Acoocyrant. —Debit the fine account, eredit the currant
A GO,

“"Pror. W-L-n."—I1. Sorry to hear the big boys Lempt }'u-u s0 muech,
is real mean. However, think of mie, and don'v do wrong. Respect
your abilities greatly, but do not think you could get your dlplomd n
o week, No harm in trying. 3. Re knowledge, don't let the staff
imagine for a moement that they know hall what you do; buat u
would only be kindness on your part to olfer tu “coach” them in
whatever they are deficient.  Pernil us to enquire how “Demi’s
foal” 1s progressing.

J. P. Nurts.—I1t 1s impossible to tell you mure aboub colt-break-
ing that you already know. However, keep cool; don't get unduly
agitated, and remember that unsclicited adviee 1 rarely valued. 2.
No; don't accept an under-Principalship ; the position i1s btoo low
Tor one of yowr ability, Hoeing s more in your line. 3. Not a
bit of it, Lack of self-confidence docsn't figure in your make-up.

"Mae, " —If you will persist in vusling aimlessly about. you must
take the conscquences.  You want a sedative! Take 4 b, salsoda
i one gallon of elderberry wine cvery fiftecn minutes till feelings
soothed.

“Inprexant, ' —ILb 1s perfectly true. The moment a student enters
he 15 under surveillance. Heaven knows why

e

A Visit to Roseworthy Coilege.

A STRANGER'S IMPRESSIONS.

Arviving at Rosewoarthy we were conveyed to the College by a
Hash t.ulnmlt consisting of one spanking Pascarell and one nob
attached to an ordinary corumon ar garden lugh four vellow wheeler
double-barrvel dog-cart kind of affair.  The SCENUTY Lm-‘wd on fthe
way out, as seen (gee the pun) through an ever-constunt cloud of
dust rising from a beautiful unmacadamized road, I took for granted
was charming.  Driving up the avenuc we were counflonted by a
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massive structure bounded on ecither side by two windows, one bay
and the aether chestnuw.  The foreground was ocoupied by a beau
titul brand new garden, which gave it gquite a bandbox appearance,
We were reecived kindly and considerately as befitted our rank, and

the showing-over process hegan.  First we were conducted through
the various rooms of the College, 1t s amusing to see the deviees

by wihich students malke apparent their ideas of luxury, tidiness,
acdlornment, &c¢. One room in particular I rememhber. At the door
you eut your way throngh au unnustakable atmosphere of changed
{tuotwear. Hnwever the window was apened, and after a while wa
revived,  The chief principle of adornment here was peeuliar; it
consisted 1n coverihg as much chair and bed space as possible with
drapery otherwise worn on the farm, and there called blueys, &e.
The floor showed traves of erumbs, wluch at once s-uggested to me
mldnlg]ltu revelry. The whole mnveved to vou a sense of unfettercd
hachelorism quite rresisitable 1n the wrong “direction, However, 1}
slruek me at the tume that a few hooks would overcome muost of
the difficulty. Oun repairng l’)'l.lt.‘.‘iidl:‘. our conductor showed us over
the vineyard, and pointcd out sotme of the most profitable varieties
of grapes grown, “Laficrosis, “"Faulkueranus,” &c—too many to
remember. On reac hlng the wine cellars my friend seemed much
interested, parhlullallv in the old wines shown, and in leaving the
“hottle room” I wasn't surprised to sec his coattails showing rather
prominently.

We next repaired to the farm. My friend, who by this time
showed zigns of incomprehension—I1 wonder why ’—would persist in
showing me haw a binder was worked ; and after telling me that by
the usc of this valuable machinery butter- making, chaft: cutting, &c.,
&e., could be carried on =llrwmfuli} I came to the conelusion that
all that was required on a farm to make 1t a suceess was a binder
in conjunction with my iriend.

batisfied with our serutiny of the farm, we left again for Rose-
worthy, and concluded that after all Roseworthy College was not
quite as bad as the papers have been painting it. and wish it accord-
inply every suceess.

Farmyard Manures.

A circular has been issued by the Board of Agriculture in England
on the subject of farmyard mamnure. and some statements, taken
as they stand without explanation or qualification, are very apt to
mislead. Tt is there shown that a milk cow exbracts in round
figures about thrre times as much nitrogen, phosphoric acid, and
puLw—h from its food as does a fattening bullock, and the inference
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ig left to be drawn that therelore uhe duung is peor. In practice
we gy conlinoe our attentiun to the phosphoric acid, becanse tiero
15 & supuranu_udnuce of potasn 10 most so1ls, while a pasture renovates
its owil nitrogen and mcreases the same the longer 1o 1s down.  When
gyerything 1s raduced to exhaustion of the termllt}' per acre 1t will
be found thal stoie cattle, sheep, and milk cows usc up and remove
about equal quantities of phosphoric acid, while 1n tne casc of tatten-
mg cattle—taking the figures supphed by the Board—a cow returns
iy her manure only one-fourtesntl less of  the pim&.pimric acld
originally m the food than docs a bullock. 1o ordinary practice
this dilference disappears, because wiere a cow s getting the usual
allowance ot cake and meal, and being ted at high pressure, her diop-
pings are Just as rich as those of 4 tattening bullock. There 1s an
opintan abroad that dalrying impoverishes taud, and the Board of
Agriculture has gone oub of its wuy Lo stwrengthen this misconcep-
ton 1_:}" ﬂharactensing EOW mapure as "'rather poor. 1t 1s. therefore,
uecessary to pul bthe matter i ats true lignt, and show that this
“poorncss  has reached the vanishing point—even as shown by the
Board s own figures—and thal 1n ordinary practice the keeping ot
milk cows eniiches the lund quite as much as does the feeding of
bulloeks.—" '"The Dairy.”

Russian Dairying.

Since the railway penetrated Siberia there has been a wondorful
development of that regwon, The agricultural industry 18 progres-
sing rapidly. and has given vise to quite a flourishing trade in butter-
making, especially m ths western district.  In conseguence of this
butter-making industry the genmeral welfare of the peasant popu-
lations has immeasurably mmproved.  According to the "Board of
Trade Journal,” which quotes from the report of Mr. Heary Cooke,
the connmissioner, it is the villages rather than the towns which have
benefited most by the railway, and it is the butter mdustry alone
that has rescued the peasanls from the actual starvation with which
they wera threatened from the late succession of three bad harvests
in these regions. In respect both of the butter industry and the
demand for agricultural machimery, tho coguirer, whatever he may
have heard or read previously, will find his expectations tar more than
realised.  Both are largely due to foreign enterprise, (he butter
mdustry to the Danes. the increazed sale of agricultural machinery
lo the Americans; but neither could in any way bave altained Lhe
dimensions they have azsumed bub for the liberal assistance of the
Government exhibited m every possible diveetion in the form of
transport facilities, the supply of special ice trucks for butter, exemp-
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tions from duly, the appomtment of official dairy instructors, and
tha establishment of agricultural machinery depots, enabling the
peasants ta buy an easy terms.
1t 15 worthy of note that Russian paper srepor baninerease in dairies
from 140 15 1898 to 1,107 in 1900, and 2,500 in 1902. The buttér
exports incereased from 5,420,000 [h, in 1898 1o 39,720,000 b, in 1900,
and 90250000 in 1902,  Accovding to a report received, t.hmugh
tho Fc-rmsrn OMfice, from Moseow, the Russian Imperial Government
intends mdkmg trom 1904, an annual grant of 30,5600 roubles, or well
cver £14.000, for various Ll_udutakiug~¢ with & view to improving and
uxpanclmg the butter indusiry in Kuropean Russia; for the years
1004 and 1905, an annual grant of 77,5000 roubles, or over £12,000,
for the improvement and cxpansion-of the butter industry in Weslern
Siberia; in 1904, a separate grant of 7.000 roubles to organise hutter.
making sociefies in Western Siberia, and 3,000 roubles towards
constructing special testing laboratories in European Russia. A
large proportiom of the major grants will bhe c‘(ppndod on the salaiies

of special butter experts and instructors, and in organising special
courscs of instruction.

g. Gritchard, s e .

(Near Freeman Street)

SPECIALTIES IN STOCK:

Mantelpieces, Grates, Stoves of all kinds.
Pavement Tiles in great variety.
Hearth and Wall Tiles.

And other Luoilding Reguisites.

OF SPECIAL INTEREST TO COUNTRY CUSTOMERS

Bath Heaters, for Wood and Gas fael. Portable Shower
Bath, « lhot or cold shower with a bocket of water. Crane's
Stamped WMetal Ceilings, Cheap, Light, and Artistic,
Absolute immunity from eracking and falling.
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& visit when in town is solicited. Inguiries by leiter promptly
attended to. Write for Designs and Prices.
Norice o Oup Stvbests, --1 have receutly secured the proprictary of
this business, and respectfully solicit yone ¢ostom and snpport.
ALEC 6. PRITCHARD.



