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HUIS, K1aS, CAMES
(To be corrected)

The aborigines of the West are a nomadic race. 1t is neces-
sary for them to move very frejuently from place to place in pursuit
of food, always keeping within the boundaries of their tribal ter-
ritories, The various seasons of the year have their different
products, The sea coast and creeks are visited at certain times
for the fish ete. that are to be obtained there. The feeding
grounds of the kangaroo are known aud visited at stated periods and
the many roots that form their subsistence have to be sought at
their proper seasons. Travelling always in search of food, thelr
lives are by no means monotonous, their domestic utensils are not
gufficiently cumbersome either to impede them in their Journey op
to form a need for a more permanent residence in which to store them,
Hence their "mias" are in all cases of a temporary nature, a piece
of bark, a few boughs to form & breakwind, a natural cave in the
limestone and sandstone, a hollow tree, a hole mgde in the sandy
soil, these form the usual "encampments®™, particularly within the
tropics. Further south the huts are of a more substantial nature,
but a8 a rule the native is content with the most primitive shelter
obtainable in his Journeys to and fro withinm his boundaries in search

Of food.
The temporary nature of these shelters has not varied in the

course of centuries, Research amongst the records of the earliest
voyagers who visited the W.,A. coast and came into contact with the
natives and thelr method of living, reveals the same method of erect-
ing shelters and sleeping places which exists at the present day,

and the descriptions given by those o0ld writers of the portioms of

the KNor'West and West coast which they explored in the 17th century
might be applied to many of the yet unsettled portions of the lor'West
in the XXth.

Tasman, who visited the Nor'West coast in 1644, evidently en-
tertained an animus against the whole of the West Australians, for
he winds up a very bad record of their character with the statement
that"thelr coast is dangerous, there is but little vegetation, and

the people use no houses.” The records of Tasman's voyage along
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this coast have never been discovered, and with the exception of
"Migration a.few passages in Witzen's notes whicp have heen guoted
0
Mankind" by Flinders nothing has come down to us from Taspan

Witzen :
himself, 1686 Dampier was sadly disappointed in his

gsearch for mative habisations, Three days were spent in searching
for their houses, "being in hopes to allure them with toyes to a
commerce,"” wrote Dampler, "dut the only buildings he discovered

were "a few boughs stuek up to keep the wind from them." In his
disappointment at not being able to refit his ship, Dampier alse
gives the places visited a very bdad ¢character, which 1s sustaiped
in the narrative of his second voyage to the Nor'West coast im 1699,

Vlianning arrived on the west coast some nine years after Dampier's

Flinders first visit (1696) and landed on the shore opposite
Introduction '
LIX Rottnest. He there founi "three deserted huts so

low and ill constructed as to be inferior to those of the Hottentots,"

No nearer description of these huts nor of some others that were

observed has been given, although the coast was examined carefully
by Vlanning from Rottnest Island to the lNor'West Cape, but they

were probably not much different to the "bough break-winds® of

Dampjier.

Several vopages were made after.Dampier's, but it is not until

we come to Vancouver that mention is made of native huts. In King
discovered, he

1796 George's Sound which Vancouver/states that he saw "the
Vancouver
;01331 most miserable habitatioh my eyes ever beheld... The

shape of the dwelling was that of a beehive, or a hive

vertically divided into two egual parts, one of which formed the
hut, in height about three feet and in dismeter gbout four feet and
a half; 1% was however comstructed with some jegree of uniformity
with slight twigs....the horizontal and vertical twigs formed inter-
vals from four to &ix inches sguare, and the latter sticking a few
inches into the earth, were its security, and fixed it to the ground .
This kind of basket hut was covered with the bark of trees and small
green boughs; Just within its front which was open the whole of
its diameter, a fire had been made.”

Vancouver reflects sorrowfully on this miserable contrivance,

rendered yet more miserable according to him by the "apparent 80l11tude
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and melancholy aspect of the surrounding country which presented
l1itile less than famine and distress.”

On the shores of rCrincess Hoyal Harbour Vancouver

Illustration discovered a deserted village of the natives, the
fa £

vogf " huts being of the same construction as the one
Vancouver

mentioned above. He observed that even in the

humble state of the aborigines "they were not
P. 36, I, destitute of distinctions for two or three huts

were larger and differed in shape from the rest,

as if a couple were fixed close to the side of

izgiéznoes each other, but the parts which in that case
would have o2 used a separation were removed and

the edges joined close together (as desoribed in the plate) leaving
the whole of their fronts open, and increasing their diameter about
one third more than the rest.”

ixcept these huts, the "weares" for taking fish and some steps
made in the bawk for the purpose of ascending some of the large trees,
which were all undoubtedly the effects of manual labour, Vancouver
saw ho other signe of the couniry being inhabited, and left the port
without encountering any human beings except those of his owp party.
Another village was discovered by Mr. Broughton about two miles
further inland of nearly the same magnitude, but of much more recent
date than that seen by Vancouver. It was situated in a gwamp, and
one or two larger huts were here also observed. "The larger trees
in the neighbourhood had been hollowed out by fire and upon stones
placed inside of these, fires had been made which proved that they
had been used as habitations, either for the inferior of the party,
which would argue a further degree of subordination amongst them,
or for those who were too indolent to build....io one speclies of

furniture or utensil wad discovered in any of the houses."

#%;:g::l' Flinders anchored in K&.S. in December ioul and held
vol, 1 many communications with the natives, but makes no

mention of any kind of shelters or huts used by the

Iilgagrgtion aborigines. Frobably those villages which Vancouver
0 L] . L]
P. 6U- 1. discovered, were then inhabited by the tribe which

frequented the Sound during Flinders' visit, but if so, the party were

never allowed to approach the camp, as invariably in their wanderings
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they were accompaunied by the patives wno "headed them off"™ the
direction in which their women were located.

The extreme north of the 3tate was next visited by King who
1619 landed at iLong isiand and describes the huts seen there as
%t;g;:u. being similar to those at South #est Bay. "They were of

F a conical shape not more than three feet high....built of
sticks stuck in the grouni and being united at the top supported a
roof of bark which was again covered with sand so that the hut looked
more like & sand hillock than the abode of a human creature; the
opening was at one side and about eighteen inches in diameter."”

The only attempt at a stone building was seen by King in the
vieinlity of Careening Bay, where his pyarty came upon a small village,
containing several huts, no iwo of which were built alike. One of
illus~ them is thus described : "Iwo walls of stounes piled one
f??fiff upon the other to the height of three feet, foymed the two
ends, and saplings were laid amcross to support a covering of bark or
dried grass; the frout, which faced the east, was not closed; bdut
the back, which slanted from the roof to the ground, appeared to have
been covered with bark like the roof."

The natives in the neighborhood of Port Leschenault evidently
had but temporary constructions of boughs and grass for their dwellins

Et1§§in‘ places., In Stirling's Journal, which contains records of
y various expeditions, there is no more detailed mention of

native huts met with, except one seem by Mr. Bussell near
P. 105 Ft. Augusta, which was particularly large and well made,
in the bottom of which was spread an oblong mat, of tea-tree bark....
nearly six feet long, "the only instance of house furalture" recorded.
Irwin describes the huts of the natives in the vicinity of Swan,
Irwin's Port Augusta and K.G.3., as "resembliing beehives,...about

W.A,
Re 23 four feet high and capable of containing three or four

persons. They are constructed in a few minutes with sticks and coverd
with the bark of the tea-tree. The entrance is on the side which is
gsheltered from the prevalent wind, where, instead of a dcor, fire is
kipdled, towards which the inmates streteh their feet when they lie

down."
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Wilson mentions the huts seen in the vicinity of K.G.S. and
pnoted that the description of these habitations glven by Vancouver
coinceded with their appearance at the time of his visit, the larger
huts mentioned by Vancouver were those of the married people, which
are always placed at some distance from each other and from the
other habitations.

In the neighborhood of Hanover Bay, Grey found that the natives

Grey's used only bark beds, placed under the shelter of the trees,

Journal
vole. &, and at Prince Kegent River he came upon a large encampment

S in which however there were no huts. "An extensive
cirele was formed by laying large flat stones upon the ground and on
gach side of these a smaller one.,.Near some of the stones were laid
huge snells...and in the centre of the eircle were the marks of fre-
quent fires,.," This place of their sojJourn was typical of many
others Grey met with in his travels. Near the Glenelg River he
176, I ) ceme upon a place where twelve bark beds had been left
in & eirdle round a fire, the place showing the agpearance of having
been used for some time by the natives as a camping place. 1In
this respect the natives of the Nor'West differ from those of the
Southern carts of W,A, who generally =sleep all of a heap or at least
four or five persons together. In the north each native sleeps by
himself, either on a little bark bed as described by Grey, or else
in a hollowed out portion of the ground which in the coll seascon is
heated by lighting a fire in the hollow and covering it with sand;
before retiring the embers are taken away leaving the warm sand at
the bottom., (Have seen this method at Beagle Bay.)

In the sandstone ranges between the Glenslg and Frince Regent
210, I ) FRivers, Grey found a hut with a sloping roof, the first
of 1ts kind he had ever sesen.
vol I, 362) The huts built by the natives on the Gascoyne were
much higher and altogether of a superior description to those made
by the natives in the Southwest, being built of large sized logs.
The native Kaiber, who accompanied Grey, became frightened at the
size of these huts andi proposed that theparty should go no further
as the "natives must be very large men from their having such
large huts."



6

During Crey's journey overland from Gantheaume Bay to Perth,

2. 19, vol, 1I1) after the wreck of his boats at the former place,
near the estuary of the Hutt River he passed two native villages,
the huts differing from those in the southern districts in belng
much larger, more strongly built and very nicely plastered over

the outside with clay and clods of turf. They were evidently in-
tended for fixed places of residance. IBeslides these, there were
well marked roads, deeply sunk wells, and extensive warran grounds
P. 20, vol. 1I) which all spoke of a large and comparatively speak-
ing, resident population in this district, the great facilities for
obtalning abundunce of food in 80 rich a so0il being undountedly

the cause of the existeunce of this large village whioch was indica-
tive of some advance in eivilisation amongst the aborigines.

At Rowes River the party came upon another favorite halting
vol, 11, 26) place of the natives, Grey concluding from the numbers
of huts and other indiecations which he saw, that the district was
very demsely populated. The huts were similarly constructed to
those previously mentioned. (These were the largest villages
ever seen in #.A, by any of the explorers,)

37, vol, 11) There was another i§;§:?§?5§rffuﬁ§§§ 3:k:§°c§§§:§§1ve1;
would have contained at least a hundred and fifty natives. These
too, were of the same permanent cnaracter as those oun the Bowes and
Hutt Rivers,

Dr. Scott Nind, who was in K.G,5, in 1§26-9, describes what
phe calls the "wigwams" of the natives of that district. They are

g:urnaé "eomposed of a few small twigs stuck in the ground and
O£+, S0C.
Pe 2% bent over in the form of a bower about four feet high

and five or six wide, Sometimes two are united. They also thateh
them slightly with the leaves of the grass tree. In rainy weather
they are roofed with pieces of bark, upon which stones are placed,

to secure them from being blown away; they are generally erected in
a sheltered spot near water, with the back towards the prevailing
wind, and a fire is kept burning constantly in the front. Omeof the
huts contains several individuals who lie covered in their mantles,
huddled together in a crowded state., An encampmentmrely consists
of more than seven or eight huts, for except during the fishing and
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burning seasons, at whioh times large parties assemble together,

their numbers are generallyssmall, and two or three huts suffice,
The number of indiviiuals howsver seldom execead fifty. The huts
are so arranged as not to overlock each other, The single men

nave one to themselves, the children sleep with the women in a

iarge hut near thelr husbands, These encampments generally consist

of near relations, and deserve the name of families rether than

trites.”
on

When large tribal geatherings take place/the occasion of a
great feast, the various visiting tribes are aksigned certain sit-
uations in the camp according to the direction from which they come,
s0 that when the time for departure arrives they can leave without
disturbing thelr n#ighbours. Moreover, the arrangement of the camps
is such that none are overlooked by the others, a certain amount of
privacy being thus obtained. 1t is interesting to come upon seme
of these deserted encampments and note the ingenuity displayed in
grouping them s0 that no one "front entrance™ faces another. In
thus arranging their camps it is shewn that the aborigines 4o not
herd together promigcucusly, tut maintain a certain order and method.
For instance great care is taken (0 sepurate the young unmarried men
from the unmarried females and familles, and it is not permitted
to0 the young men to mix with the females. Between the camps of
each tribe at the general meetings there is usually a space of about
thirty yards; <for though they are all supposed to be on friendly
terms at such meetings, some apprehension doubtless exists, that the

me2ting may not terminate as favourally as it began.

Mrs, Millett descrides the native huts in the York district.
(An Australiun Parsonage, rF. 76) "They are made of doughs, the
roofs round shaped, too low to stand upright in, with the entrance
carefully turned away from the wind, If the wind shifts in the night
some one has to get up to alter the position of the doorway. In
front of each hut a fire is lighted,"

Giles in his travels through the State, often saw places at
native camps where the grounid had been raised for many yards, like a

Giles series ¢f ’
Gile babies graves, and mentioned that "these

2,1 were the sleeping places of the young and unmarried
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men, they scoop the soil out of a place and ralse it upon each
slde; these are the bachelors' beds -~ twenty, thirty and forty
are sometimes seen in a row; on top of each ralsed portion of soil
¢wo small fires are kept burning in ltiu of blunkets. Helns men-
tions this mods of camping at the Lverard Kange.

Caves are sometimes used as sleeping and camping places (%)
but as even the btough breakwind affords some privacy these cave
dwellings are not very frejueuntly occupied,

At Beagle Bay and Disaster Bay, in the cold winter months, the
natives when camped scoop out a circular depreasion in the sand
about 18 inches deep, the dimmeter varying according to the number
of persons using it. In thie depression they light a fire and
gradually replace the sand they have scooped ocut, until it is all
sufficisntly heauted. At bed time each person scrapes a trench in
the warm send and lies down without any clothing, letting the loose
sand fall in around his tody, but leaving his face uncovered. A
man with his family will occupy one of these noles, several young
men another, old women and the young ummarried females a third and
S0 on. Sometines pebbles are mixed with the sand to retain the heat
and blisters are often ralsed on the skin through lying on too hot
pebbles.

The Northern tribes and those of the interior are certainly
more nomadic in their habits than thoss inhabiting the Southern
districts, which is entirely due to the more scanty food supply of
those parts. Their sleeping places are usually the bare ground,
sometimes warmed in the mauner resorted to by the Beagle Eay natives,
nore often there is simply a small fire on either side ¢f the natives,
between which they lie, thus making one fire serve two of them,

They always lie down guite naked, uo matter what eclothing they may
wear during the day.

During the heavy tropical rains the northern natives puild
gshelters which are very easily erected and hence it is that the W.A.

Helms? native never returns to a deserted hut, as a fresnh
Anthropology
244=5 one can be constructed with little trouble and is

infinitely more comfortable than an o0ld one would be. Two forked
saplings are placed togekher, forming a triangle with the groumd,
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and leaning a little away from the westher side, are supported by
a third sapling. The apex of this triangle is abeut five feet from
the ground and on it are resting two somewhat louger saplings, slant-
ing against the wind. Over these are placed bushes in such a
fashion as to form a semicircular roor-like shelter, which at times
is covered with grass or tussocks of spinifex, to keep out still
better the wind and weather.

In the Kimberley district the natives protect tnemselves
against the mosquigoes, by constructing an oven-spnaped sleeping
égg%na, place of clay. To form the dome they pile a heap of

bashes together which they oover with mud Just thick
enough to stand by itself and when dry, they pull the bushes out
of the hole left for thepurpose of entering the s tructure. This
copening is just large cnough to sllow & map to squeeze in and is
closed by a tussock of spinifex pulled into it from ouvtside s0 that
it Jams 1in tight. A whole family often occupies this airtight
dormitory during the night wher the heat must become terribly
stifling, only to be endured by natives.

The extensive limestone and sandstone formations in the in-
terior of the State and in the north and nor'west, afford the nat-
ives of those districts an easy home and save them the trouble of
building, and here also they have in many cases aisplayed their love
of art, for the flat parts of the caves are covered with drawings
and carvings of animals, fights, ste.

Stokes mentions some very primitive shelters used by the natives

Stokes' of King's Sound. "Upne was a slight rudely thatched
Discoveries,

101, vol. 1 co¥ering placed on four upright poles, betwesn three
(11lustration)

and four feet high". Others of a much superior
deseription which were found on the western shore of King's Sound
L arkites are thus Jescribed. "3tout poles from 14 to 16 feet
172, vol. 1 high formed the frame work of these huts,
these were brought together conically at the roor, a stout thatohing
of dried grass completely excluced both wind and rain. The ‘remains
of small fires, a well greased bark pillow and a head ornamsnt of
sea birds' feathers, proved that the huts had been recently inghabited.



1
All boys and young men who have not been initiated are regquired to
Byre, sleep at some distance from the huts of the adults and to
g & move away when daylight dawns so that they shall neither
see nor be seen by the women. These bLoys and men sleep in the manner
referred to by Giles - on the fare ground and with a fire lighted
on either side.

In this description of the many varieties of shelter used by
the natives, it will be seen that, except in a few instances, their
dwellings are all of a temporary nature, the exigencies of the food
supply, the absence of any attempt at cultivation, the scant re-
sources of the interior, the recessity of roaming over a vast extent
s f country in search of food, the absence of timber, these and many
other causes preclude any idea of permanent habltatious, and so from
time immemorial the dwellings of the Australian aborigines have been
of the rudest description, hastily erected and as hustily quitted.
Travellers in the interior have often come upon a collection of
these shelters, perhaps lm a spot that has not been visjited by
the rain for years, and have perhaps wondered if a death has occurred
in the camp which would be one of the causes of its abandoument.

The chief cause however is the exhaustion of the food supply whiech
compels the natives to jourmey to another portion of their extensive
domalns and form another encampment.

In the Northern portions of this State, where the extremes of
cold are not experienced, the natives live for the most part with
very slight shelter. The river natives usually form their camps in
the river beds, occasionally a rise in the river takes place suddeunly
perhaps at night and sweeps away everything before it, Some years
ago & sudden rise in the Shaw River occurred, aunihilating a whole
tribe who had for months been encamped in its bed.

On the De Grey River a similar ocourrence decimated a number of that
trive, who had fooclishly settled themselves iu its bed, during an
ucusually dry season. Yet notwithstending this, the river-beds

were occupled again as soon as the waters left the river.
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During the rainy season MKr. Durlacher states that the natives
of ithe lLor'West made a "mia" or "marloo"™ of earth and leaves built
over & framé, but these abodes are deserted as soon as tne rain
ceases., Their sleeping apartwent in fine or cold weather is a
breekwind mede of bushes, with places hollowed out im the earth to
£it their bodies, when in a recumbent position, These shelters
from the wind are sometimes of considerable length and in shape semi-
circular and at night for the sake of securing warmth in egual pro-
portions to euch sleeper fires are pluced between them one close to
their bodies the other at their feet. These fiyes require pretty
constant attention on cold nights, the Australian generally throwing
off all his clotnes at night and depending solely on tne Tires to
give sufficient warmth for his body.
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To be corrected or deleted

A short description c¢f the daily domestic life of the natives
is furnished by J.5. Durlacher, "Imagine yourself lying peacefully
by your camp fire omn the grassy bapnks of some tree or river....
Away to your right on a low sand; rise are 1o be seen numerous small
fires, these indiceting the uatives' camps, and these fires show
the position of their different marloos or slecping places, each
ramidy or divisior of the tribe having a place or camp to themselves,
and 1f close encugh you will cbserve a dusky form rise at intervals
to & sittling posture, rake uy the embers of the litile fire,,, and
start it into a blaze; then he will perhaps croon in a low tone one
of his strange weird tribval songs keeping up the refrain until his
body has been sufficiently warmed, then he will drop back again into
his resting place, and is scon asleep..... Lying watehing the coming
dawn....., 8 mournful wail soundse in your ears,...the mourning wail
of the native women apostrophising the spirits of the departed souls;
this wail generally is started just as day begine to lighten in the
east and is continued until it broadens into daylight, but let us
draw near and listen and most likely we will observe two or three
ancient beldames cowering over a small fire, very hideous in their
mourning adorument of white ochre (gilpah) and black gnarcoal, the
white covering thelr skull completely and part of the face, with
white and black streaks om the bodiy and legs, but listen to their
cry : “"iandawarra brandi oh-o-0." "Narla banner oh-o0-0," drawn
out exactly like the howl of a ballee (dingo). (vWanger, moochee,
doothar, dingo are some of the local Nor'iest names for the native
wild dog of W,A.). It is a strange cry from a strange people.....
Soundse.....of animal and bird life betaken the coming day, when even
the savage has to bestir himsalf to hunt for his daily focd...,
Camp fires are being raked up into a blaze, the remnants of yester-
day's hunting spolils are belng reked out from under wood, sheets of
bark, or else from the deep recesses of a "yandee", a hollow wooden
vessel used by the uutives for carrying or storing their chattels
and food in and here you will ses a wee "koopachoo", black as edbony,
chewing a roested banjooner's tail with great gusto, orperpaps a
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copper coloured imp with a mouth full of koorco paste, or an ancient
0ld lady gravely pounding "bookarjee™ between two smooth stones end
stuffing the food into her mouth in great guantities....but here is
a more interesting subject, a young man and his bibbeejura (young
wife):see how the wife fossicks out the best roast korree (bandim ot)
from the yandee ani gracefully flings 1t to her black lord, who,
kxnocking 1t lightly on his meero (throwing board) to get rid of any
superfluous grit or ashes that mey have clung to it, he then starts
to csxrve it into Jointes with the sharp kundee (flint stone) that is
attached to the end of his meero, and tnls teing domne to his eatis-
feotion, the smallest and genmerally the iunferior parts will be his
wife's share of the morning meal, but she will make up for thnis
during the day when hunting in company with other women for roots,
seeds, birds' eggs, wild fruit...lguapas, suakes, young birds, ete,
and her warrior away with his friendss talking & pickoocdar (red kang-
aroo) on the hilla, or searehing for koonkawarra (wild honey) along
the river flats, or burning the spinifex plains to drive out the
wiarwarra (rat) from his shelter under the grass tussocks, or having
a flylag snot with his boomerapng at a gnyamee (whistling rat). The
oll women and decrepit old men are generally left to mind the camp
while the others are away hunting for thelir daily food, and you will
often discover the old people on the banks of a pool close %o their
habitations busily engaged roasting the roots of the bulrush peeds,
bookarjees, and water flags (yanjudee), the roasting operation is
a very simple one, the reeds or flags being simply pulled up hy the
roots which are Just scorehed over & hot fire and then pounded hetween
two stones,...a prehistoric pestle and mortar, and when the roots are
properly pounded into a flat mmss they are ready for eating, anld taste
as near as possidble like coarse molist uncooked oatmeal with a lot of
stringy fibres mixed up with it....It is often the malnstay of the
ihland trites during the frequent and severe Aroughts that occecur in
those parts of the Lortawest, but now let us follow the young men on
their hunting expedition after the pickoodar into the rough hills
where 1t dwells, w#ateh the lithe active young hunters striding
over the rugged hill sides as easlly and guletly as we would move on

a gress lawn, and note the peculiar postures and pantomimic actions
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of the leader, his keen practised eye having detected fresh sjgns

of the proximity of the game they are hunting for, watch him as

re stands oh the top of a big boulder, one hand ruised sbove his
head, with three fingers spread, the other hand pointing in the
Adirection of the game, then another sign showing the others how

many he can observe, then, after a brief comsultation by hand and
arm slgnals you will observe the leader drop down in a squatting
position like a tailor when sewing his clioth, oross his feet, turn
up one horny heel into a position that it would be almost impossible
for a white man to take, unless he were very supple in his hip
joints.., and after doing this he will be seen to place the point
of his long hunting spear on the sole of his foot and sharpen it

by means of a flint chisel attached to the end of his meero.
¥eanwhile his friends have not been idle but have succeeded in getting
to windward of the kangaroo, without exciting their alarm, and now
comes the moat critical part of the chase, as the hunters will make

two or three small smokes by burning green spinifex away to windward
of the now startled kangaroos, who are sitting bolt upright in the

graceful position that these oreatures assume when alurmed, note the
doe, how her dark liquid eyes shine, and her nostrils expand, as
she 1lifts her head to the wind to discover where the danger lies,
and now her long enrs stand erect as she sights the distant smokes,
which have been made by the natives to attract their attention and
purposely %o alarm the game, now a sharp shrill whistle is heard
(the note of alarm uttered is certainly more like a whdstle than
any other sound) which is the alarm note of the "pickoodar" and away
the whole troop fly being now fully alarmed by the danger which lies
behind, but almost at the same time that they take to fiight, their
own danger signal sounds in front of them which brings them to a
etandstill, being fairly baffled which way now to fly, as they can
geent the danger behind, and hear their own natural warning notes

in front, which notes have been uttered by the native bpefore des-
eribved, who, hidden amongst some rocks overlooking the pad or path
along which he knows the animals will approach whem taking flight,
but presently the kangaroo becoming greaily alarmed by the approach
of the natives coming behind them, make off at top speed along the
path towards where the hidden native is orouched. Again the danger
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signal is uttered, and again the creatures are brought %0 a stand-
still, but this time only for a few seconds, as the huatsmen are
still closing up behind them, so away they speed again until close
to the hidden native, whose black form suddenly shoots up from his
hiding place, a long amm shoots out and a long spear hurtles through
the air striking the body of the leading kangaroo with a dull thud
which sound betokens that the spear has driven home, A grunt of
gsatisfaction escapes from the lips of the successful hunter, who
knows that his game is mortally wounded although most likely the
creature has bounded away up the hillside, but our sable hunters
are on its track and like bloodnounds they wiil follow it to the
death, the chase may be up hill and down dale for a mile or even
two before the poor creature falls exhausted from loss of bLlood,
but when overtaken by the native there is a yell of triumph such as
only wild men can utter and a thick black smoke, rising from some
lighted spinifex with green boughs placed on top, goes up heaven-
ward, a signal to announce to far off friends at the river camp,
that the day's hunting has been successful and now having secured
the game the next question is preparing and cooking the animal, and
if ene of our hunters have not taken the trouble to briung a fire
atick with them from thelr cemp their first object wilil be {0 find
suitable material for genmerating fire, so a search is made for the
dry stems of a species of nightshade that grows very plentifully
in that part of the country and having procured suitablie material,
you will observe one of the natives draw out from his hair a smooth
pointed hardwood stiock about a foot long, then a small hole is
punched with & sharp pointed flint inte the smoothest side of the
dry stem and a shallow groove is made from the hole down one side
of the stem, and then the worker is ready to start fire making] so
he squats en the ground, places one foot on each end of the stem to
keep 1t steady, inserts the hardwood stick into the hole, holding it
upwight between his open palms and then commences to make it twirl
rapidly by hand movement until the frietion of the two woods generates
gsufficlent heat to cause a little smoke, then a small mat of fine
grass is placed under the stick, and a hair out of the native's beard
or head is placed in the holw where the friction occurs, and sometimes
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a little oil of greese from the native's face is rubbed off with his
thumd, and smeared on the end of the revolving stick, and now the
blackfellow who doubtless is hungry after his long fast starts again
to vigorously twirl the stiock soon causing smoke %o be vislble, and
now a little stream of brown wood dust caused by the friction com-
mences to fall gently down the groove on to the grass mat below,
at first the colour is light brown but gradually shading into dark
brown as the heat increases, then when the fire commeénces +o0 gen-
erate 1t turns almost black, a little smoke is then seen to rise
from the small heap of wood duat, this shows that it has caught fire
and 1is smouldering, the worker then carefully lifts his stiocks, puts
them aaide, wraps the grass mat carefully around the latent spark,
1ifts it up as carefully and swings it gently in the wind which soon
causes the grass to ignite, the rest is easy and a large fire is
soon ablaze, theplace chosen generally being the sandy bed of a
creex and while the fire is heating the sand, the hunters are busy

extracting a portion of the entralls from the body of the kangaroo
only the parts that they eat being left im the carcase, the operation

being performed with sharp flints or the stone axe attached to0 the
end of a meero, the skin is not taken off, the body of the kangaroo
veing placed in the hole in the hot sand, over which the fire has
been burning, but before this is done, the native who does the
coocking (generally the one who'spears the game) first looks round
him for some smooth stones from the bed of the creek which are made
very hot in the fire and them yuiekly pushed into the body of the
kapgaroo at the opening from whence the entrails were extracted,

a hole is scooped out and the carcase placed in it, then covered
over with the loose sand and asnes and then left to cook in its own
Juices, the hot stones giving the necessary heat inside and the hot
sand and ashes on the outside....these simple savages understand how
to preserve all the nutriment in the meats they prepare.... The car-
case being done... 18 now dragged forth and some of the cholce parts
eaten, the rest being carried home, and that night there is much re-

Joloing, singing and feasting at the camp by the river. So let us
view the festivities at night by the light of the numerous camp fires.
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It i8 o strange scene, the derk forms of the nntives snowing up

in strong relief againast the firelight, the shouts of unrestrained
nirth from younz women ani children, mournful cries from the old
people who seem to ald digestion by crylng ou all Joyful occasions,
the wild songs of the men, with women and children joining in, and
xseping such perfect time that would put to shame many = ghoral
gsoclety in our citles, and maie them wonder at what time in the
world's history these savages had learnt the art of singing in
perfect unison, without one false note from even the smallest child,
but our thoughts are arrested as the wild refrain "Hee-winibee-ar
yee~-ban-ar” sounds shrill anid elear on the night alr; the band whieh
consists of two or three men beat time by clapping two boomerangs
together in a fashion which a civilised person would find hard to
imitate, two or three more scrape time with stieks on thelr meeros,
the movements suggesting a fiddle and bow, a2@d the instruments,
thoush undoubtedly primitive, produce sounds vhich seem to blend
paturally with their singing, their songs seem to be chiefly des-
eriptive of hunting ani war.... Now let us return to the camp
fires, the singing is growlng fast and llvely, one old cnapiter
(bearded man, frequently pronounced jaboodar) is leading the
chorus with great gusto raising his kylies high above his head

and bringing them down almost to the ground again with a guiek
guivering rattling sound, another young man scraping time in Juite
e lively fashion on his meero, children laughing and erying but
picking up time and Joining in the chorue in a most startling
fashion, but the performers are now growing weary, the last song

is ended up with the common but expressive native ejaculation

"gh" or "wah" and the festive group are now departing to their
different femily camp Aivisions, fire stick in hand (this is called
bookerra or karlar), sas few natives would move at night without the
"karle tammar® or lighted bdbark toreh, beirg afraid of the evil
spirits, and socn there is quiet in the camp with the exception of
gome old women whe are apparently suffering from the cold or insomnia
anl keep on orooning a mournful dirge. And so ends one day of the
life of the natives.



