
 

University of Adelaide 

Discipline of Classics 

Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences 

 

 

VENUS RESTRAINED 
The Regulation of Rome’s women in the 

Second Punic War 

 

 

 

 

Lewis Mark Webb 
 B.A. (Hons.), B. Med.Sc. 

 

 

 

Submitted in fulfilment of the requirements 

for the degree of 
 

Master of Philosophy 



2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mars dubius nec certa Venus 

Mars is doubtful and Venus is not certain 

Ov. Am. 1.9.29. 

  



3 

 

Table of Contents 

 

Table of Contents ........................................................................................................................... 3 

Abstract ........................................................................................................................................... 4 

Thesis Declaration .......................................................................................................................... 5 

Acknowledgements ....................................................................................................................... 6 

Texts, Abbreviations, and Notes .................................................................................................. 7 

1: Introduction .............................................................................................................................. 11 

1.1 Themes and Structure ................................................................................................ 11 

1.2 Research Questions .................................................................................................... 15 

1.3 Significance .................................................................................................................. 15 

1.4 Literature Review ....................................................................................................... 16 

1.5 Framework .................................................................................................................. 34 

2: Regulation ................................................................................................................................. 38 

2.1 Introduction ................................................................................................................ 38 

2.2 Dangerous grief: Restricting mourning in 216 BCE ............................................... 40 

2.3 Conspicuous consumption: The Lex Oppia in 215 BCE ......................................... 46 

2.4 Robbing widows: Asset requisition in 214 BCE ..................................................... 55 

2.5 Foreign rites: Religious restrictions in 213 BCE...................................................... 58 

2.6 Punishing probrum: Matronae on trial in 213 BCE .................................................. 67 

2.7 State tutelage: The Lex Atilia c. 210 BCE .................................................................. 70 

2.8 Coercing contributions: Asset requisition in 210 BCE ........................................... 75 

2.9 Plundering dowries: Dotal requisitions in 207 BCE .............................................. 80 

2.10 Persistent regulation: Restraining women in the Second Punic  War ................. 86 

3: Collaboration ............................................................................................................................ 91 

3.1 Introduction ................................................................................................................ 91 

3.2 Sulpicia and Venus Verticordia c. 215 BCE ............................................................. 93 

3.3 Quinta Claudia and Magna Mater in 204 BCE ....................................................... 96 

3.4 Spectata pudicitia: Virtue on display ....................................................................... 109 

3.5 Certamen pudicitiae: Virtue and status competition .............................................. 119 

3.6 Protective rites: Female religious activity and the state ...................................... 128 

3.7 Beneficial collaboration: Status and the state ....................................................... 136 

4: Conclusion .............................................................................................................................. 138 

References ................................................................................................................................... 140 



4 

 

Abstract 
 

In war, women tend to suffer great harm, yet war also presents women with 

opportunities. The focus of this study is how Rome’s women experienced this 

harm and opportunity in the Second Punic War (218 – 201 BCE), where harm was 

the state’s regulation of élite women, and opportunity was their collaboration 

with that regulation to their advantage.  

 This study establishes that the Roman state regulated élite women 

between 216 – 207 BCE with eight measures that targeted their social and 

economic independence. It reassesses the primary evidence for these acts of 

regulation, with reference to the work of Pomeroy, Evans and Hänninen. The 

argument of this study is that this regulation occurred after Cannae (216 BCE) 

and persisted past 207 BCE, pace Bauman. It will be shown that this process of 

regulation was motivated by the state’s desire to acquire assets and establish 

public order.  

  This study further explores the ways in which élite Roman women 

collaborated in this regulation via religious rites c. 215 and in 204 BCE that 

promoted sexual virtue. It reassesses the primary evidence for these rites, and 

outlines the prominence of status and sexual virtue within them. Drawing on the 

work of Pomeroy, Hänninen, Schultz, and Langlands, the second core argument 

of this study is that these rites offered élite women an opportunity for status 

competition, and that they functioned as protective rites. It will be demonstrated 

that élite women used these rites to improve their status and participate in the 

religious protection of the state.  

  Rome’s women were regulated throughout the Second Punic War, and 

some élite women collaborated with that regulation for their own benefit. Such 

pragmatism during wartime has a modern descendent in the collaboration of 

some British suffragettes with the state in World War I. In both cases Venus 

(restrained) transformed harm into opportunity.  
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