
 

 

 

Understandings of Men’s Depression in Published Research,  

News Media Portrayals, and Men’s Accounts of Their Experiences 

 

 

Brett David Scholz 

 

 

 

 

 

A thesis submitted in fulfilment of the requirements for the degree of 

Doctor of Philosophy 

 

 

 

 

 

School of Population Health and School of Medicine 

The University of Adelaide 

February, 2015 

  



	
  2	
  

Table of Contents 

Abstract ............................................................................................................................ 5	
  

Declaration ....................................................................................................................... 7	
  

Acknowledgements .......................................................................................................... 8	
  

Works Published During Research Candidature ....................................................... 12	
  

Chapter 1 Men and Depression: An Overview ........................................................... 13	
  

1.1 Introduction .................................................................................................... 13	
  

1.2 Defining Depression ....................................................................................... 14	
  

1.2.1 Theories of depression .................................................................................. 15	
  

1.2.2 Contextualising depression ........................................................................... 22	
  

1.3 Men’s Health .................................................................................................. 28	
  

1.3.1 Men’s mental health ...................................................................................... 31	
  

1.4 Overview and Aims ........................................................................................ 38	
  

1.4.1 Outline of dissertation structure .................................................................... 40	
  

Chapter 2 Methodological Considerations ................................................................. 43	
  

2.1 Chapter Overview .......................................................................................... 43	
  

2.2 Theoretical Orientation ................................................................................. 43	
  

2.3 Data Collection and Analysis ........................................................................ 46	
  

2.3.1 Systematic review ......................................................................................... 47	
  

2.3.2 Discursive analysis of news media data ....................................................... 50	
  

2.3.3 Thematic analysis of interview data ............................................................. 55	
  

Chapter 3  Development of Men’s Depressive Symptoms:  A Systematic Review of 

Prospective Cohort Studies .......................................................................................... 62	
  

3.1 Abstract ........................................................................................................... 63	
  

3.2 Introduction .................................................................................................... 64	
  



	
  3	
  

3.3 Method ............................................................................................................ 65	
  

3.3.1 Inclusion criteria ........................................................................................... 65	
  

3.3.2 Search strategy .............................................................................................. 66	
  

3.3.3 Review methods ........................................................................................... 66	
  

3.4 Results ............................................................................................................ 72	
  

3.4.1 Social and demographic factors .................................................................... 72	
  

3.4.2 Health Behavior Factors ............................................................................... 79	
  

3.4.3 Disease Status and Risk Factors ................................................................... 82	
  

3.4.4 Psychological/Cognitive Factors .................................................................. 90	
  

3.5 Discussion ....................................................................................................... 94	
  

3.5.1 Limitations .................................................................................................... 97	
  

3.5.2 Conclusion .................................................................................................... 98	
  

Chapter 4 “We've got to break down the shame”: Portrayals of men’s depression

 ...................................................................................................................................... 100	
  

4.1 Abstract ........................................................................................................ 101	
  

4.2 Introduction ................................................................................................. 102	
  

4.3 Method .......................................................................................................... 107	
  

4.4 Findings ........................................................................................................ 109	
  

4.4.1 Communication constituting positive outcomes ........................................ 109	
  

4.4.2 Positioning of responsibility ....................................................................... 114	
  

4.5 Discussion ..................................................................................................... 121	
  

4.6 Conclusion .................................................................................................... 123	
  

Chapter 5 “Males don’t wanna bring anything up to their doctor”:  Men’s 

discourses of depression ............................................................................................. 124	
  

5.1 Abstract ........................................................................................................ 126	
  

5.2 Introduction ................................................................................................. 127	
  



	
  4	
  

5.3 Method .......................................................................................................... 130	
  

5.3.1 Data collection ............................................................................................ 130	
  

5.3.2 Data analysis ............................................................................................... 131	
  

5.4 Analysis and Discussion ............................................................................... 132	
  

5.4.1 Depression in relation to health .................................................................. 132	
  

5.4.2 External factors ........................................................................................... 144	
  

5.5 Conclusions ................................................................................................... 149	
  

Chapter 6 Conclusion .................................................................................................. 153	
  

6.1 Chapter Outline ........................................................................................... 153	
  

6.2 Review of Findings and Contributions ...................................................... 153	
  

6.3 Strengths and Limitations ........................................................................... 160	
  

6.3.1 Systematic review ....................................................................................... 162	
  

6.3.2 Media study ................................................................................................. 164	
  

6.3.3 Interview study ........................................................................................... 167	
  

6.4 Implications .................................................................................................. 170	
  

6.4.1 Implications for research ............................................................................ 170	
  

6.4.2 Implications for practice and policy ........................................................... 172	
  

6.5 Concluding remarks .................................................................................... 176	
  

References .................................................................................................................... 178	
  

Appendix A: Research Ethics Committee Approval ............................................... 211	
  

Appendix B: Interview Schedule ............................................................................... 212	
  

 

  



	
  5	
  

Abstract 

Within the next two decades, depression is predicted to become the leading 

cause of disease burden in developed countries, and the second leading cause of disease 

burden globally. There is a relatively large body of research on women’s experiences of 

depression, but research on men’s depression, and their experiences with depression, 

has been fragmented. The aim of this dissertation is to contribute to the understanding 

of depression in men through the triangulation of three diverse sources of data that deal 

with men’s experiences of depression. These data sources are: existing published 

research studies, media portrayals, and in-depth interviews with men. 

Applying a systematic review methodology, the first study explores current 

knowledge about the factors associated with depressive symptoms in men. These factors 

include social and demographic factors, occupational factors, health behavioural factors, 

and psychological or cognitive factors. I discuss the relevance of these findings in 

relation to diathesis-stress models of depression, and to theories of pathoplasticity 

which describe an individual’s vulnerability to potential stressors. 

In the second study, I extend the theory that ‘softer’ masculinities are becoming 

increasingly valued in modern society, through an investigation of how depressed men 

are positioned by particular discourses in news media articles. I explore news media 

portrayals of men’s communication about their depression in relation to theories of 

stigma and masculinity. The findings of this study highlight the role media can play in 

reproducing or challenging such stigma. 

The third and final study addresses the limited research on men’s subjectivities 

of distress. I add to the body of knowledge about men’s discourses of depression by 

exploring how men draw on medical understandings of depression and how they talk 

about the broader social contexts of their experiences.  The focus of this study is to 

explore the understandings of depression experienced by a group of Australian men 
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with high depressive symptoms. This study utlises a thematic analytic framework to 

provide an overview of men’s subjectivities of depression. The findings of this study 

provide more depth to knowledge of men’s understandings of depression. 

This dissertation has several theoretical contributions and implications for 

clinical practice, public health services, and policy makers. The findings provide health 

practitioners and the public health sector with comprehensive knowledge about the 

relevant factors associated with men’s depression. This dissertation also presents an 

overview of factors discussed by a group of men with depression. This provides an 

understanding of how men make sense of their condition. The research findings 

highlight how discourses of men’s depression can work to dispel or reproduce stigma 

around men’s mental health concerns. These findings are particularly relevant to policy 

makers for their debate and development of the gender equality in mental health 

outcomes. 
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