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I have to thank you heartily for sonding me a copy of iHr

Gribtlels bock Iorty Yesrg with the Lborigines. T ¢hinic I met i Gribble

in years gove by somowhere in Western Austrelia, T will ro=d the book
with intaraste.

As to mov own MSS., 1 ehouid dearly like to have a chat with youe.
I rcally have a 1ot of “sellable" materiel in the myths ani 1egends
collected from grouns all over Western Austreliam, the Great Dight, und
south Central ifustralia, but I've never had the tine to ccllete then
for book publication, t'ough I've been as:ed meny times "where ry bools
can be obtained". You will knaw HMrs Langloh Parker's Lorerd:iry T 5
but most of those are sart of "bhreaded” with missionary lore of one
kind or enother, Mine are purely pegan and altegether Maboriginal.

I have to thenk Mr 'urst of the Augtrelpeion for introducing you
to me. I must collect some cuttings and send then to you for your
opinione I am not at all a "missionary®™ in the usunl sense af that
much sbused terme I began my investirations (not missiemcry work) in
1900, and in 1904 the Western Australien Governnent invited me to write
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a "listary of the liative Tribes of Vestern Austrzlia®. This work took
elght yoars, cix af thorm beins work in the £ield end camp, o of ez
as Assistent I'thnolozist (lent by the WeA. Govt.) to the Carbridge
University Expedition, I studied every bibliography in the Weh. Public
Librery ia ry firgt Swo years of governaent sorvice. Than in 1912, when
the bock was campleted, a Laber ministay cane into poucr and rofused

to publish the hook, which the provious governuent had pasiad for pube—
licaticne Yrenier Scaddan, hcowover, pragonted =2 with the entire iS.

to pullish at ‘my own expsngs, and a thousand pounds woul:l have seen it
through the poecss theje Hossver, I went on with o £ield work ip Wlle
and Seie, &nd tho whole book is still 4n !, Also over a hundred different
dialeccts from Ximberley to Fucla, the Dight, and Central Australiae All
thut iS. u;xvld not paye I waubl a good financial backer for that part,
but I 'f,hink the myths will pry = and 1 know that gy deck of mine will
find a ready sale in Nustralia, especially Voote:n austrails, whore I

a1 co0 well kmam, If enly the aeropianing ir Hackay would stard behind
me in the natler of the !ldstay of the V.A. Iribes and the vocahuluries,
end I cculd get in personsl contact with youe Thogse couid b2 published
as Professor Spencerts were Hublished.

I en being very frank with you = but Mr Hurst's kindly introduction
puts you on a plane where frankness is possibles I thought of esiing
Lady ‘oulden, wvho wes Ledy Hackett, to stand behind the publicatiom of
the larger books. ler former husband wished th.s bock to be published
and guoranteed £500 in 1912, and I was to £ind the other £500 by the
sale of ny lea%hold property in the north-treste That fell through,
owing to ry deperture (1912) for Fuclae and liullevbor Plain to continue
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my investigations there, and mountime Dr Hackott dicd omd the prececds
of x:v"propertiea went in feeding the blecks and cerrying on oy werl,
have all the cariginel I5S., and therc is a grest derl of it - "gellgbio
stuff" = I mean apart from its "scientific® side, but I cen't even got
access to it to send you bits of ite My IS, bates ere scattered here
and there anong frierds. My 1doa a"out Lady !culden was that she might
1ike to add £ll my MSSe to the W.A. Univerzity her ferner husbend, Sir
We Hackrtt, has founded, and so provide a foumdation for a Cheir of
Anthropology in the snount of authentic }S. provided by na, (¥ neowpcy
has never yet boen challenged.) But I an diffident in ng'dng this thing -
1t would need £10,000 $oday to publish all the books. What I shomid
vant is 2 nice big room with pigoenholas into which I should out my
variocus mlbjecte, the wharevithal to leavo m2 fron to do just this weri,
and the necessary sums to leunch the bockse A1l tils 4s anart from the
nythae

hor 1 azy tell you, in confidence, thahb en Adelailde profescionnd
man was very kem to join me in the publication of the myths, but he
aié not aporoech me personslly, only through the egency o e of the
daughters of Adelalde's late Under-Iressurer, T horrg Gi1l, That was
mly a few years atoe I did not then entertain the ides, nnd told ry
friend po. I conly met the mn once, when I went to Adelsido in 1914 to
attend the Sclenee Congress. You will know him, I an sire = Dr Remsay
Smith. le has lately retired from the Public lleibh Departnent. Do
you visit Adelaide, and de you knaw Dr R.S.? I mot a very nice dewhter
of his in 1918. I wonder if he 18 still keen on coming in with me 4n
the publication of those mythse Myths are boconing inereasingly interssting
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cving to the continued discoveries of science as to thair true nmeaning
and anbiquity, and I havo colloctod such o grest muber, mary o then =
particularly the southeirest (Western Austiclia) and the nar'enor'-scst
(Yinberiay) = from growps that are now eeiinet, and there isn't a
havering of anybiing but pure aborigingl in every ous of theme I obtained
thay Ifrca old groups & rainanis of groups who had no contact srith
mia;sionse cbce

A1l this you will {and truly) say is beside the questica of a bock
o nyths - 2ho Ausiraiian Hybh Bock? 1 will read ix Gribole's book
carefully end mark its pointse I may tell you thal the late Andrew Lung
revisel the 1S, and indeed was engaged on i{ wiwn he died. I nzd some
troble wit'. his executars over the MS. but got it all safeiy back
except u mup- or twoe I Wiil loock over the cuvtings end send you as
rany os I think you will care to look et at a tire. There i3 ono nav
wolting publication in the Augirplogian = “iow the Water Crmc to liycarrpu® -
which in itsell I knaw would interest youe The myth lives, I can send
you ihe raj ed pencillod 1S. of it, bub my gres have given me trouble
cad I canct write 1t, end thourh I have a lovely Undorvood porta le,
I can't type until my eyus sirengthen.

Youxrs falthfrlly,

Dalgy 11« Bates



