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According to Hl/dney Hadley, the laJrftnl natlYts dlTl&a ths

year into the following aeasons :•

January and yehruary

March

April

May & June

September <b October

Hovember <& December

mungulla

erelboo

ngalladay

challalay

cooloo

lalleen

The days are named as follows i'-

Today

yesterday

Pew days ago (?)

Long time ago

Tomorrow

Day after

bannlgarra

perdee

perdarra

arronjerrle

noorl^ee

nunnajorr

And the day after (?) nyoonagmwar

w r". „ .

• W !' •

,v. -

Time, according to W,H. Bird, is calculated by the Sunday Island

natives as follows t-

Today

yesterday

Few days previous

Tomorrow

next day

Long time ago

Long time hence

Sffftffona

Mungilla

Srrelboe

Ngalladang

Barrgunnm

Challalay

Ceolee

Lalleen

bannagarra

perdle

perdiarra

noorldijee

nyoonagawarra

arronjerrle

arrabra

vrr'.ty-.



To be oi^rreoted ' ' '

The Four Seasons naned by the Maura natlToa (Hew Horola) are t

Spring chatebara

pee-roaoh

bon-mara

ino-i:air

v.., '
Summer

Autumn

Winter

'* -

.. , r,

. - , w*. . . I > -• '•- « •.«.», «.

The names given by the Bew Borcia natives for certain trees growing
in the district are s-

Xozdc gum T-wutta

Jam Mungut

White gum Wownda

Banksia mun*gutch

Jazrrah Jer-rell

Flooded gum Koo-lunn

Sheoak .iuail->a

Pxlokly tree Faynta

Wild potato Corna

. - ,)L ..jra--' ^ • •
*• • ^ * -»•*•• I • : • • : • •' • - • ••

• -X-•.y '-rs

• . ., ... V . ^..Wt

•v;; • ;• •;:: "•V

i-it" r-",: • -*• - ."..J -.1^ —' • -
... • • V «. .. t .

• - •;-;•• - ny ' i^T

The extent of tribal country over which the Maura (Bew Boroia) tribes

possessed hunting privileges was about 23 miles siuare. The natives

ef this district saiibered about 20Q* Of these there are veiy few

left, the children at the Mission being nearV mil caste* A

few of the older pureblooded natives reside at the Mission, the

greater numbers of those left having joined other tribes beyond the

influence of the Mission.

The native names of the tribes wore (according to Rev. jr. Flood)
Maura, Bundarriga, and Bindoon (?)♦ The territorial limits of each

tribe are strictly defined. Certain trees and hillocks marking
the boundaries. Any trespasser found crossing these imaginary
boundaries was killed.

Rev, J. Flood states that ths avsrags hsight of the Bow Boroia nativss
was about 3* 5», The tallest man was about 11". Sens ef the
natives wers ^j^Mlte as well developed as ths average ihlte, but the

jialeritr wtre much thinner. Their condition depends greatly upen
tiii tsMlity and tuantity of food.



Amongst the northern trihea the colour of the women is sometlmeB

lighter than that of the men. ^or Instance the two fullhlooded

(Tableland) native women now residing at henmore Midland Junction

are of a much lighter tint than their husband who comes from tho

same district. Amongst the Southern tribes, Jubytch has the dis-.

tinot chocolate colour characteristic of the race. The women of

the South are not lighter coloured than the men, if anything they
seem to be slightly darker.

I[Rt,iy.9. Tyhita., etc.
J. Whitchurch states that the Busselton natives were slower In
m,turia« th.a th, Wiitas. th. you>« m,n not gettlns «ii.kera nntU
thoy were about 24 y.ar. of age. otb.rwl.a their growth wa. ,1^1,,
to that of Suroyeans, their height .arladf tob y 6« to 5' io«

H. Williams stated (Hewitt's S.E.A.. 762) that yhfaloalV the
ferkla ninliig were a medluB alssd yaople, small boned, slender in
build, athlstlo and smart loohlngi their oompl.rion was of . d,,*
oopper oolour and tholr hair blaok, bushy and eurlir.

(To b» corrected.)

K. foung Whoso Tooabulaxy 1, taken fro. th. Hurohl.on dl.triot
(Aimean Station) and oorrasponds In aanjr partieulars to that 00m.
piled by E.J. Carlyon, furnishes the following names for tba p,int,
of the oomfass t«>

Horth, yabberoo

ISSI '̂bSISSSS®
rfeat, weelo
northeast, wur'dal
Southeast, wun'oulla
northwest, in-ga-da
^uthwest, na

fi.J, Carlyon of Xuln (Greenough Bivtr) gires the following a**es
for the points of tho ooajpass i*

£1"*V'— - -

north •• yabareo
south • mining ulba
•••t •• aaliyarra
west - weelunga



\'

According to W, Williams, the extent of tribal country olaimal

by the Yerkla Mining was from about lOQ miles east to about 40 miles

wast of Eucla, along the coast, and as far inland as they dared to

go. ewlng to the barren nature of the countiy on the Korth, North

west and Northeast, the ferkla Mining rarely went out

In those directions farther than 2^ or jSO miles, where

Howltt
fiatlre
Tribes
of

65 lies the great Kullarbor Plain, the Southern edge of which

Is about 25 miles from the coast. The natives have a tradition that

once, long ago, during a wet season, some of the tribe went out in

a Borthwesteriy direction, but seeing footprints of men and marks

of fire and distant smokes, they fled back to the coast. Another ^

reason the natives give for not venturing far upon the Nullarbor

Plains la that they say they are Inhabited by a gigantic snake,

which devours every living thing that is so unfortunate as to fall

in Its way. It does not even spare stones or trees, and its hld-

eousness is beyond description Two lesser tribes on the coast

to the west of the Yerkla Mining speak a dialect of their language.

Beyond are aliens, only known to them by names meaning "long nose"

and "snake men".

She names given to the points of the compnsi by the Sunday islawd

natives are t*

North * al*lang

Sou^ - ban* all

Mast - ar*dee

West - kool*arr

(Sydney Hadley A W.H. Bird)

.... .rf* •'« ^ •• •

* - —leai

• "k''- ' -.A • f ' I • • •.•i

. ^ t

a •-Xv •.^y.- -.is..
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Curr says with referenoe to the cardinal points given hy the Mnr-

chison natives, "Loolcing at the cardinal points we find malley-

earra » east, and that the trihe who lire to the east of the

Cheangwa people call themselves muliarra. No doubt the same word

differthtly spelt. Again we hare minungoola « south, and we know

the tribes to the south, possibly iwiediately to the south, call

t hemselves Minung and that goola appears near in the additional

words. iVom this," Curr ooncludes, "we are led to doubt irtiether

this, or any tribe, has eq.uiralenta for the cardinal points."

Ag has been shown, almost every tribe had names for the four car*

dlnal points, some having had names for eight points, $h9 Cheangwa

names, given by Perks, are as follows (Curr's A,E. I, 374)

North - koearra or yabra

South - minungoola

v •; East * malleyearra

West * weelungoo

It is interesting to compare these names with those given by Praga
as the names of certain tribes.

The names of the four seasons given by J, Perks, Cheangwa, MarShiSen,

are as follows :*

Spring - eandagoola

Summer -» ngalbarrawa

Autumn - thulebarra

Winter * woothunga
(To be correoted)

The names of the cardinal points, as ussd by the Sonunda (JSIyre's
Sandpatch) tribe-are as follows ((Graham Williams) j*

North • kyllla Northeast » geornaobooroel#

South • koorilla Southeast » yareede

last • kekkara Southwest . wenheddy

West • kulda

• •; ;; .»
'• ./

. . V.L-:.Iv,: ..V:

-V :
xr.-'-

irWTti7?iTOfiiiVr •
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The Cape Rlghft natiyeg hay# the followitlg tiames for the seasons ;

(holr) spring « majr-Qung

BOHuner » hoa-rolc v : •

aTxtamn • mon-gin-ong

"• winter • moker, mogar ' ' ,

Thsir cardlnai points are as follows (iloir) "
, 1- •> ♦ * •«( -V 4-'

• 1, v.. • 4 -

north - ular ^
• • " —^

south a we-rit ^ , ... v".... "[ aouxu m »fe»ri6 -r;

east » murnong

west a wordiok, also land hreeze, <& west Wind

jntie family or tribe is called morit, which also means "related"*

The names of the Tarious colours known to the Capo Riohe natives

ares- (itoir) red a oble-lung

blaok a moon

hrown a merdor-merder {?| --::q

white a barart.

Jttlgyftht gave the names of the various winds as follows i-

maar dwerga a the north wind

maar kutting » the south wind

BMiar nongart a east wind

maar wlnnegul a the west wind

boo/al kunning a southwest wind (Bunbury)

jeeral a Bor'West wind

wagarr - light wind (breath)

Mr. C.A. faterson stated that the natives had a correct knowledge

of the cardinal points of the heavens. The names given by him are i

yiral a north

btiyal a south

gungaX a east

wurdal a west

Xday is eag^ssed by a sun. If a native wishes te say two days,
he says kuyal gtmnga (twe suns). The time ef the day he deseribes

ty the pysitlon of the sun* If he, therefore, makes an appointment.

ii":



he will point in the direotion irtiere the sun will he at the time,

and expresses himself thus, "^nunga alii goaitch yul" (sun there.

.'ir V.v.

I oome)•

The Joints of the compass as given "by J.O, Brown, fomerly of

Borth «= yahheroo
' ' -../••

• '«• .'.".T-'• ' •
South « ohinghie

.' ,4 r^r *>» - ,• •
• r --v

.^ •" '.V "• •**'* • East s eraJew

West a woolajew

rM-'ax-.

-j*

In computing time they use the following words :-.

Time, past « halallie yilla

Time, future « minnawarra

Time, present « eegilla or yeegilia

Tomorrow » toondakallie

^4

•

. jc. • .

—^ , v''-.-' **

r*- "?r»» .» • •** •

•—ai'-T*- - t'.*- , r,',7 *

•'.V •:••••../• A'--
• r

Yesterday « ooonjerrie yilla yanda
one past day

*r , . ..'t •"

s./

J.S, Burlacher supplies the following l.or'West names for the

cardinal points :«

wardandoo or irrajoo «• east

wolhoorar or ohin^l > south

howarree or woolajoo • west

yahharoo > north

• jji'f

. ». >V" /

- .

f*,'A' •-;•

v/c;

•Vf

..V'^ irl't-

:-r . ••

• ',N :\.
. . t-

• **••.' • <• '
• ^-a-; 'ni "•

' \ .\,:0\}:0 •^•l;^ . ,

. o;; a .7&i> ^

•. • •"-aA/-.7 A - J. ; ^ Y '-"I'/ - vT-^'
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Dr. Wilson makes mention of a "love token" which llokkare discoTered

in a native encampment Inland from King- George*s Sound, It was

"a lock of hair, interwoven with some network which he (Mokkare)

informed us, a fair, or rather a sahle damsel had hisj and it was

the business of the enamoured swain to find it out, when he was re

warded for his assiduity by the favour of his mistress."

{Wilson*s Voyages, J?, ^5^)

W,E. Stretch, itgrth Kiabftgiliey» states that the names of the 8 points

of the compass are so familiarly fixed in the minds of the Hall's

Creek natives that in directing another person where to find any

thing they call out the compass point in the most natural manner.

The following are the native names of the points, commencing at

the north

Horth » kainira

northeast • kaira

JUast «• karnira

- .,1 ' . .
* •' Southeast m kara

fe,.,....

V

South golanira
•.".r

Southwaft - golarra -'x;.;-'
.. .\; Xu

West « kalanira , /i:'

northwest « kalara

Vjf any creek or river is known as kangara, whilst down the stream

is kaminburra.

(To be corrected. Have found Stretch very unreliable

in his statements.)

X.E. Parker states that the York natives called the four oardlnal

points ef the compass as follows i«

Geerlng » north

Booyoung » south

Kokkar - east

Wunnekal » west

f: 'O;".

- • ••• • ••

- .L • • •
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A* Oldfield gives the cardiaal jpoints of the compass amongst the

Watohandi trihes as follows

erato •> north

' ^; . euna * south
-k • ' - '

f < . I •

angalo « east

watchu » west

Probably there is some connection between the nv'atchu, the eQ;ulTalent

of west, and the name of the tribe. (To be corrected)

A.K, Richardson, writing of the Niokol Bay tribes states that «

sentence is made interrogative by the addition of the word wyee

at the end. In the same way the termination dune determines a

sentence to be negative, "I am sure," says i^r, Richardson, «they

have thousands of words, I have forgotten hundreds that I know.

They have words for every*hing that comus under observation, or im

within their comprehension."

The native wells which Warburton came upon during his Journey-

across the desert are desoribeA as "little holes sunk ia the sand

Warburton'a with a slight curve, so that the water was often
Journal,

n? invisible from -the surface, and being thus shielded
from the burning sun the evaporation was less and the liauid

cooler. The average depth of the wells was about ^ feet, thouHh

xome attained a much greater i®ignitude." Out of about 50 attempts
made by Colonel Warburton te obtain water, only one was muooessdPttl^
although ih the selection of likely spots experlenoe asA desert

craft were brought to bear. The native has the advaatage ef the

European in this respect, althou^ it is but instinct which enables

him to discover the locality from which water may be obtained.
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During Grey's term of office as Resident at King George's

Sound, he was fregtuently called upon to adjust native grievances

as well as differences as to ownership of the produce of the land,

which occasionally cropped up between the aborigines and the settlers

"One evening," he states, "a native came to me,,,.and said,

'Djanga Jcain nganya goree bomb-gur,' (A white man has Just struck

Grey's me^; at the same timehe showed me his side wnioh was
J ournal
II, severely bruised. I accompanied him to the beach and
et aei.

there found a number of liberty men from some American

whalers walking about. There were also several natives on the

beach who were in a state of great excitement and came hurrying

up to me*...,The natives were soon satisfied that strict Justice

would be done them, and as the sailor who had struck the native

was a man belonging to the Eussel, commanded by Captain Long, iflio

had previously taken mo to Shark's Bay, it was arranged..,.that

the offender should be brought before me at 11 o'clock the next

day to answer to the eharge. At the appointed hour...,.the nat

ives assembled, I called therefore upon Taal-wurt for an inform

ation Which was as follows :

Colony of Iha information and complaint of Taal-wurt, Tdondarun
Western '

Austi^lia og Albany^ in the said Colony, made befojpe me, Geo,
to wit *

Grey, one of Justices of the Peace in and for

the said colony,the l^th day of Frbruaiy in the year of our Lord

one thousand eight huhdred and forty. The said Taal-wurt, Tdon-

darup oomplalneth and saith s 'Bganya kupa yoor-ril gool-gur,

beye boab-gur', (I in the water carelessly walked along, a stone

struck me,) But at this point his eloquence totally deserted him,
and he was pulled back by his friends, who pushed forward another

native, and whe stated as fellows JBin-doll Mongaiung saith i

'Wal-bur wat-'to Taal-wurt i Djanga taaiwurt k/le-gut bo«b|rttr.

Taaiwurt djanga nayp bombgur, kyle-gut Taaiwurt neyp bombgur, Waum

djsiaga Taaiwurt natta bosrh boola bombgur, Taaiwurt yeor-riX

watte, waum djauga narraiX agobbara beye keoabar bmbgur,'

(Along the beach was walking Taaiwurt; one of the dead atruek hiSi

under the oar. Taaiwurt then very slightly struck this one ef

i^e desd; mnder the e«r TusXwurt veiiy lightly struck him. Anethsr
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of the dead then struok Taalwurt veiy foroihly oa the logs with

a stick; Taalwurt went walking along luickly; another of the dead

in the rihs with an exceedingly Taig stone, extremely hard hit him.)

A murmur of applause ran through the assembled natives. The

ngob-burn boye, koombur bombgur or exceedingly big stone, extremely-

hard hit - was evidently,....a masterpiece of eloquence, and the

contrast between this and the neyp bombgur, very gently strnck, of

Mr, Taalwurt, undoubtedly evinced its superiority,....but as Taal»

wurt was a stout able fellow,...! did not place implicit faith in

this poetical narration, I had no doubt that Taalwurt had been

first struck and was thus the injured party, but now X knew he had

returned the blow. I was also sure he had given at least as good

a one as ha had taken. The case therefore did not tell in Taal

wurt* s favour as much as I expected it would, and on the offender

being produced I found he was a native from Timor, and not much

more civilised than his opponent. The mate of the vessel,,,,,

stated that the man bore an excellent character and,,.,was willing

to make any oompensation Taalwurt might reiuire. Before the cast

came on I had explained this to the King George*s Sound native,

who compounded the matter for half-a-crom ,**

: -.ij

. • '

y'v:.

7^

.r.

mm mm
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The names of the seasons glren in Grey's Dictionaiy {P. 33) are as

follows

jilha - the spring, about September, "dubak-ngan-now-ean", "eating

dubak" (a small root, in season in September and Odtober. It

produces a beautiful flower, somewhat resembling the iayaointh.)

This season (jilba) is preceded by maggoro and is followed by

Icumbarung.

•nnlbar - the season of April and May. "Dulbar mya warrow-een",

"we make huts in Dulbar". It follows the season of boornooro

and is followed by that of Uaggoro.

j^erok - the summer season. This season follov/s kumbarung and

is followed by boornooro. "Hganga moordooeen," "the sun is

powerful".

yaggoro -this season follows dulbar and is followed by iiiba.

"Mganga nu-map", "the sun is not jpowerful" - winter - the monnths

Off June, July a nd August - the rainy season*

BfiflrBOWrt or BagrBflflrg - the autumn of Western Australia (April

and May)• It follows the native season "Berok" and is followed

by dulbar, "By-yu ngannoween", "the season for eating by-yu"^

Knm-bar-utig - the season whioh follows Jilba and Is followed by

that of "Berok" (about October). "Mun-gyte baokan-eon", "the

mungyte eating season".

Grey's ajuees differ aoBe«hst froii Moore's

1. Jilba, spring, about Septenber

2. Munbarung, about October and fiovember (t)

3. Berok, suHaer

4. Boornooipo , aatawn (April and may)

5. Bulbar, autumn (?)

b. Maggoro, winter, June, July, August

•V : •? '
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L height of summer, when iguanas and iisjarda abound. The ahoriginea

: >v;

G.F. Moore gives tlie following names for the seasons

(Moore's Dictionary» 0-14)

Bir<& - the svunmer season^ Deoamher and January. This season

follows hamharang and is follov/ed hy hurnoru. This is the vary

seem to distinguish six particular seasons. They are

1, Maggoro - June and July, winter

2, Jilha - August and September, spring

Kambarang - October and November
L' •A". • • .V . . •
I—V i '*• •.»

. 4, Eiroh - •December and January, suimaer

.....

r-....

.5, Burnoru - February and March, autumn

6, Wan-yarang or Geran - April and May,

Moore, commenting on the native seasons says, "It wouj-d be ourieiui

should a more perfect knowledge of their language and ideas givs

us to understand that to each of these seasons some definite por

tion of time was appointed, as sixty or sixty-one daysj in which

case their year would be made to consist of 3^0 or 366 days; auA

it might prove, on further research, that this, and some others

of their customs, were fragments splintered off from seme anoient

fabric of knowledge and oivilisation with which they were formerly

connected,"

The natives of the Peak Hill district, according to Mr, G, Chambers

calculate months by moons#

Weelarra oood~e*'ya » one moon; weelarra cootarra «. two meoiiS;

weelarra mungul » three moons; over three moons is yalba Or plenty

Mr, Chambers attempted to obtain the names of the months from the

natives, but as the calendar months are entirely unknown to the

aborigines, whatever meanings the names may possess it is certain

that they are not the correct translations of January, IWbruary* ete.

Tha names are »- January, mul-bu-ga
jpibruary, won-nug'^ou
March, Jil"*gun-da

F,W, Wedge, formerly of BasAarle Station, ntsr iiadLaiUsa4»

gives the followiag natlvs niunea for siyHaer and winter only t-

Summer* waller«>tteller
Winter « meo-thoe
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Xa the Perth Gazette of March 9th, 1b^3, some strictures haring 'been

passed as to the liselessness of the native as a worker, a person

named Lyon wrote a letter to the press, stating that, to show how

-ttie natives could v/orh, the whole of the timber for the building

«f the Bush Inn was carried to the site by them. They carried in

one day bUOu feet.

The natives reclcon time and distance by sleeps, not ao many days,

but ao many bidjars (sleeps).

P.?. Armstrong said that the Swan tribes wore in the habit of oom-

munioating *ith at least ten surrounding tribes, viz, three to the

Perth Gazette, northward, two to the northeastward, tWo to the
5/11/56, P. 755

eastward, besides the Canning, Mangles and Murray

tribes.

Their rate of travelling when in pursuit of an enemy or in flgj^t

was between thirty and forty miles a day. On hunting excursions

and while peacefully passing from place to place, and having at ths

same time to provide their food, their highest average rate did not

•xi^sad fifteen miles a day.

F,F, Armstrong, native Interpreter, 1835-6, endeavouring to aseertain

the rmmber of each family or tribe, toojc down the name of eveiy in.

Perth Gazette dividual la most of the Swan tribes. MundayOs
Kov. la, 1856
P. 797 tribe contained about 3u, Xalgonga*s 32, men,

veuen and ehildren. none of the tribes of the Swan Hirer exetsdid

40 individuals at most* Ths total number, including womea aad

children who are in the habit of visiting Perth, JPremantle, Gaildford

sod iCelmscott was estimated at 7Ui^, A tribal territory averaged

nhoat ten miles sduara of eountry*



Giles thus desorihes a aativa dam which he dlscoyered la lat»

19* 4", long. 128® 38* 16" and to which he gaya the appellation of

Boundary Bam. "The little dam was situated on a pieoe of clay ground

Giles where rain water from the foot of the sandhills eould run
Australia
II, 184 into the lake and here the natiyes had made a oiumsy

attempt at adoring the water, heearing dug out the tank in the wrong

place ....at least not in the best position for matching the rain

water.

P. 173) The dimensions of this singular little dam ware Yery small;

the depth was at its most satisfactory feature* It was, as all

natiye watering places are, funnel shaped, and to the bottom of

the funnel I could poke a stick about threa feet.*...the surfaoa was

not more than eight feet long by three feet wide, its shape wss

elliptical."

J.S. Boe, Suryeyor General in I836, mentions an instance voiioh

proyed that the King George's Sound natiyes ami those of far-outlying

districts, communicated with each other before the adyent of the

whites. The natiyes had stolen a bridle from one of the exploring

Perth Gazette party's camps, together with other artioles.
Aug. 13f *56

f. 746 "That they eommunicate with their oountryman

round the settlement is shwen by the faet, lhat in censetuensa of

my having made some of the latter aotaainted with the akove robboxy

and threatening to shoot the thief if I fell in with him on my re.

turn to Swan Biyer, they by some means contriyed to obtain restitu«

tion of the bridle and to restore it to the Goyemment BeSident

at Albany on the day after my departure."

A resident of King George's Sound in 1834 eonltributod •evexaX

interesting articles to the Berth Gasette of that year on the aan*^

aers, customs etc. of the K.G.S. aborigines. As regards the seasons

"Hondyeunung" was the name giyen to the period extending frtm the

latter part of October to the middle of January. It was evidently

the season when the "Mundja" or annual fair was held, as the inland

natives had brought in parrakeets and eookatoes in emehaage for

ooastal delicacies suoh as the wingyte (the honey of the bai^iin).
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Perth Gaxette (The middle of July is the end of Mohkar - P. 340)
Avm* 9, 1^34 ^ ^ '

P. 3^5 "The natire seaaoa of Mondyeunang," the oorreapondont

farther adds, is sucoeeded "by Peeruolc, which continues till ah out

tho 2Qiiih March*"

Grey supplies the following names for the seasons, at King

George's Sound :

Makore (maggore, wintert)

^ - Main-ung-ul > the season which follows makore (springt)

' * Mon-ien-ung - the season «diich follows mainungul,

(To he corrected)

According to Dr. Scott Mind, the names of the seasons at King

George's Sound, heginnink with June and Juiy, or winter, are :•

Mmwkur,winter

Ueernittgal (mean or meern, season?)

; Mauagernon (manja, fair^ time?)

Beme, summer

Meertilluc

Peurner, autumn

Journal Geog. Soe.
vol. I, P. 3G. 1631
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The following names of Hor*Wo«t natives, collected "bjr "Xataroo",

are interesting from the similarit/ of the affixes to those of the

South, as for instance "Golamhiddi", the southern tea* for "a young

man" and Uidgegooroo, the name of a Perth natiTe, she was shot hy

the soldiers in

Hames of Sor« Mfest Hatives

Banuhiddi

Bandabiddl

Bannawalala

Cheirhigoreo

Chiabiddi

Coondaring

Garragigoroo

Eirjah

Gnoiahiddi

Gnanthering

Junagoroo

Janjeering

Jofflgoroo

IConagoroo

Koorahiddi

]^eirgah

Byeexugoroo

Yyarrahiddi

fialeobiddi

Handigoroo

Syanjigorro

Peitagoreo

Bohigoroe

tooanhiddi

Woondagoroo

Weilagardoe

Valarzu

Wanyahiddi

Wfithagoroo

Weirgigoroe

Warlagereo

Yingagereo

Yaokeo-hiddi

The former name of Eoehourne was Yirramuolcadoo, and of Cossack

Ea;)inooravan (7)

To he corrected.

According to "Yaharoo", the Bor*Vest natives have naises for sovea

varieties of spinifex, the seed of which they use as their prinoipio

etrn. The names are t-

tooalga, the roughest edible kind for steek

wadadi, the grassy spinifex

yoomboo, the oaten headed

thoonthooarra, the edible eeast spinifeae

wintha, busk spinifex

miabusna •» "

peridin, porcupine or thistle busk

The native names for the cardinal points in the Eoebourae asA

Ashburton districts are also supplied by Yabaree t*

kgibeurBs Aghburtoi UNri^iti

Irrejee Wahraadee? Sast

Woolajoe Gewarri t fett

. . • leutkChinkl
Yabaree
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(Referring to preylous page ! le not wahrdandoo west and oowarri
east?)

The natire aanea for soae Nor'West rivers are as follows i<

Veila» The Gasoo/he 1-"^. r.:

Mlndiroo, Aahhnrton

HuXthowarra, The Robe

Yardie» The Cane

Uaithering, I^ons

Koo^nnba, Forteaone

• • • .n.;:",-!' 'W ;•

v.* •, •. jr .V
...... • -H,, • , . . - t • • .-'•«••• X - •• »««x.

. -Vj . S , • - X,.... S-- V-x^. --v^r. ^

• *' • t-,# V . , V.» —j «wk, >. •
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. vg-i' ^ -T*-- • , ..~ ^ *
• =. . . . .X '. • . . . • . . . ..... ... A - • b V

wanarang, Iflrndon .• •••" '?v.-5'•?

Moliano, Yanaril

Uundabullaogana^ Yule

ICeidoolgoo, Eenz7

Minilya^ Minilja '

X..V. .. .... ...A 'Yt-*- • • •

• . s •*;•.». V -•••^.- If--*- f"

.x": . • '.....%•.." .-.'x. vrtrr.?!.-
..,—E,: ' C. f .:. • ...;
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"Yabaroo" (North) supplies the following names of Nor*West trlhes :
Binnigora, Central Ashburton

Biongy Casooitns and Lower Miniljra

]telgoo, North of Roeboume

Chooraroo, Upper Ashburton

N'galla, Beagle Bajr

Ngalooma, Cossaek and Reebonrae distrlet

Karrlarra, Hertheast of Boebourne '
•'' "̂*'1^

icardathonl, Cessaelc, Il/ing Jraaa. etc, '

Mlah, Gasec^nsj Lower Minilya

Kandabalonga (Yule?), Northeast of Roebourne distriot

Neeella, Lower Ashburton and N.W. Cape

Hooanamaronga, Gane» iebo and Forteseue Rivers

Foordoona, i^ndon and Minllya

Tarharri, Lyeas and head of Mlnil/a Rivers

Talaajee, Farts of Ashburton, Henry and Xanarie Rivers

Warriwesga, lyons, ete.

(These names are with one er two exceptions, corroborated by Cornally.)
W.H, Stretch, of Hall's Creek, states that the prinoipa;^ txibes in

that distriet are the Kisher, Gunyan, Lungar, Nining, Jarrau und

walmahmrri. (To be eerrected)

\-s:y
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According to Pesohel, the Aastralians hare namea for b different

v- winds,

Uoore estimated that there were ahout ^uou ahofiginea fre(i.tieating

the located parts of the colony ahout 1840,

>•vJ : Edward CornalJy who resided for 22 years on the Gascoyne, oonfirng

many of Yaharoo's trihal namea, the difference being only in ortho*

graphy and location, Ihie tribe belonging to the mouth of the Gaa-^

ocyne Birsr and for about 140 miles along its banJcs was the MlSk

tribe. At tandagee Station on the Minilya Rirer, the Byon tribe

:rj located. The Waliniee tribe owned the country watered by the
Henry and Yanarie Rivers and the neighbourhood of the lyona Hirer

was the home of the Boortena tribe,

Yabaroo places the Mardathoni tribe near Coaaaeh, Hying Joam, eto.

; ~ but Cornally states that this tribe Mardatoona lived 1o miles south

of Wandagee and another tribe called the Hallellie Wardu was located

between the Byon and Talinjee tribes, (Walbarring, the De Grey

native, places the kardathooni farther north,)

The Byon tribe bartered with tlie Talinjee, Uya and Boortena tribes,

and Cornally states that the new songs and corrobones always earns

from the north, and were generally brought to the Eyon tribe by the

Talinjees and were passed on to the tribes south and east.

The Byon tribe, in whose country Cornally lived for so many years,

numbered about 2^0, The extent of oountzy occupied by them was

about miles east and west and about bu miles north and sou-&«

The natives thought the warda eaamed the whistling in their ears,

"the warda" they said, "whe wanted to make them insane," (baa«ba)

In stony oountzy the bungarras or eheetarra oamyed singly,

Aooording to Cornally, the boylyamen placed the big solitary

boulders in various parts, why, he deesn*t know.

When going out to kill a native the natives greneed themselves all

over and without wearing their manda badiela, they took with them

theerabandies and a witba and a spear^ or twe* 39iey meiMlly went

out in parties, of 4 or 5* sometimes 2 and semetimen enly ene went.

They were no belt er armlet or anything. Their time was usually



2U

^ust "before daylight. These vendettas took place as the result
who

of abduction or boylya-makihg some relative/died.

The Juna, Witba» thoorabandee, bullroarer and kyley are all as

a rule made from the molga which is harder and takes a better

polish than other woods.

Sydney Hadley obtained the following names for JaaajM, etc. from

the .§IU3da£.JflJL&ad natives.

IBaite gum « maroolul
- f*r
• *

•A •

Red box « ngalngoroo .

Raperbazk » peedor

Kattle •> wongi

Wild fig m kooree
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pandanns palm » edul

Bed wattle « Ungmiddie

Leichhardt fine • looradoo

Cypress pine • goody goody

Jli;—,--/V ' - - - - -•

\ T '
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Wangrove « poordan . y
- f . . . r •»

^ , V -f. '

--- , .i" .:

Hgeorarra ;r.r.y
• '• .t .t'',t' i.

Koolngarie

Karringoa

KrrelB

Karinjen

v- •• • . •- .rear-: i.jr;.. -< .•
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Koeaenen . '

l,H. Bird alee fnrnishes ^e above names with the addition of

the native equivalent fer wUd apple tree •» ellarra*

•yrX-'.X.x..
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H. EUsael, during an expedition from Coolgardie to the Barrow,Cafma-

agh and farburton Banges, met sayeral families of aborigines in

various parts of the route. "The man were well built fellows,.,,

of fair physigtue and in good condition." At Barrow Bange there

Journal was a fair sized camp of natives. Several of them
Sa&;S.
(A.).yiot- had a distinctly Jewish oast of features, others again
oria
Voli XVII were aare of the negro type...One of them stole half
f. 64 et iea*

a side of bacon, but on the whole we found them hon.

eat and good natured....They have eyes like hawks,.,.They are gen.

orally in oamps of 8 or 9. Whore the tribal division comes in it

would be difficult to say.,.,The same tribe extends from within 8.A.

to the Barrow and Cavana^ Eanges and we found that those we met at

Melango Creek were also of the one tribe, as they knew the names of

the waterholes at Mount Squires and in the Cavanagh Range,,...

Our friend Melango, his two sons and another gentleman were there

(on Malango Creek). They stopped all night in our oemp. After

much merriment and laughter and a good supper, they scratched 4

beds in a row in the sand, lit fires on each side of each bed,

and retired. They sleep on the flat of their backs, with their

knees up in the air and one or other got up several times during

the night to replenish the fires. Old Jack,..,was the best dev

eloped native I over saw, being 41 inches round the chest (to say

nothing of 4136 inches round the waisd), height about 5* 7" and

very miucular and powerful.

According to R.H. Mathews, "masturbation and sodomy was in mere

general practice in the Kimberley district and Korthern Territory
than elsewhere." Corroboration of this statement has net becm

obtained. (Mathcws, Bhallic Rites, etc. of Sji. Aborigines
read October 5, l^ou.) ^ »

Spencer and Gillen state that amcngst Idie Arunta natieu there is a

Korthem belief that there eiwe certain stones which are supposed

spirit ehildren, lAie can, by magic.
j?. m w ,

be made to enter the bodies of women, or will do so of
.. , women are vexy careful net to striketheir own accord, in the Warramunga tribe thc/tmnks of eertain

trees, with an axe, because the blew might cause spirit children te

emanate from them and enter their bodies. They imagine that the
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spirit is Tsr/ minuts, about the size of a small graiu of sand,

and that it enters the women through the navel and grows within

her into the child,"

Traditionsf Legends, ato.

The AraBtai Urahunna, Warraratoga and other tribes hslieve that there

Spenoer A are special individuals cusongst them who are supposed
Gillen, C.A,
4^0 to have the power of seeing the spirits. The latter

also evezy now and then show them sacred ceremonies. These more

fortunate individuals then perform them for the benefit of their

fellow men or rather for their own banefit, as such performances are

assoeiated with the giving of food, hair string etc. to the psrfor- •

•ers. The Ujubunna tribe call the Kanja tree or roclc watthilll,

a word bearing a not very remote xresemblance to the walarree of

the Gasco/M natives.

figanjl means abstinence from flesh food amongst the Gascoyne natives

and in the Arunta tribe nanja means a tree or roch supposed to be

espeelally associated with an ancestrail spirit individual, evezy

ihdiviilual having his or her nanja tree or roch at the spot where

the old ancestor left his spirit part behind when he went down

into the ground.

Ngoolgurt » abstinenee from certain foods (Jub/toh*s word)

The aberlgihes have a kind of secret language amongst themselves

soaendiat similar to the "Thieves* Latin" of school boys. In al-
mest evezy tribe this Janguage is spoken. It seems to be confined

te the men and it Also traries with the dialect of each tribe.

7.jr. Armstrong stated (i^'erth Ga«rtte, Oct. 2^, that the net*

ives believed their earliest pregenitors te have either sprung from

smms er been brought te this eountzy on tiie backs of crows, but from

whemee the Isgsmd dees net add."

It was invariably believed that their women conceived in conaeauenoe

of the infant being eonveyed.. .frcsm somewhere across the sea into

thnm metisn'B mmmb."
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F,F, Armstrong in the Perth Gazette of Got. 2|th, {P« 79u)

stated that a tradition was current amongst the natives sthat the

whole native population of this country was, in distant ages, con

fined to the mountains that the different tribes now occupying the

plain between the mountains and the sea are the descendants of a

very few families, who migrated into the plain at a comparatively

late period,"

W, Harris, half-caste, also mentions a legend bearing upon this

subject, which he proj^osses to corroborate from geological evi

dence. He states that Mount SaddlebaoM is the cradle of the

race, the surrounding valleys having been at one time covered

by the sea.

The natives also stated to Armstrong that "the language of the

mountain tribes was at one time their universal tongue. They

have also the tradition that Garden Island was formerly united

to the mainland, but they attribute its separation to the waugal."
Baabur also mentions this legend, and Joobyohe.

Spencer and Gillen relate that amongst the coastal tribes (GulOr

of Carpentaria) "at the present day the rainmaker goes te the

B. T, of tmterhole, secures a snake, kiUe it and places it
C.A*, P. o}\

on the bank by the side of the hole. Then he makmm

a little arched structure out of grass stalks twined round wi-tti

fur string. He fixes this in the sand, so that if fokms a little

aroh over the body of the snake and after singing it fer seme time,
the clouds eome up and the rain falls."

^ Mk a» «• «» «»40OS

Spencer and Gillen mention the reluotanoe of the Arunta to die-

close their names from a vague belief ikat anyone knowing their

name has power to woyk them ha». The lerthern people of I..A,

9fc to tell their names owing to their fear of sammIf oA • pop
harm befalling them from someone posaessing a knowledgo

of these names.

sis



VirVr 24

It may "be worth while to maiatioQ that on Eottaeat, Gardea laXand
.r:- •v"^ and on one onX/ of the Ahrolhos Group there existed a small species

of wallaby which was not found on the mainland. Would this be in

faTour of Jubytoh's tradition that Garden Island and Rottnest

were once part of the mainland?

C,J, Annear states that "except in oases of death there is no

mode of justice. All are eq.ual, that is as far as the men are

concerned,

A child is seldom touched or beaten for doing wrong, Aiay wrong

it does it, on the contrarythe cause for praise and laughter,

I hare seen children throw sand in their mothers* eyes, and throw

stones and anything handy at her, and the whole of the camp laugh,

I hare known them to be encouraged and told to thieve by their el

ders. It very often happens that the elders will instruct a

child how to steal a certain thing, knowing that if the child is

saught or found out he will only get a thrashing and will not be

sent to gaol.

I hare seen scores of fights and women thrashed owing to immoralityj
there is no questioning about it. Should a man boooms suspeoious

that his woman has cohabitol with aqy black man during his absence
without his knowledge, the first thing he does is to give the woman
an unmerciful hammering. On one occasion I know a man to thrash

his Woman with a pies# of iron, Ko inquiries are made as to the
guilt of the w(»an. I have often heard them say that the cause
♦f the thrashing wss not a reality. Sympathy or leniency amongst
blaeks is almost unknown, and whan it is shown by whites twwards
them« especisliy by the whites, it is acosptsd as oowardios.

. :V...
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"The elders a^jpear to hare great influence over the irotuag," C,J,

Atinear (of Fitzro/) states. "It is possible to gain information

from a young native provided you get him clear away from, and with

out the suspicion of the elders, hut not otherwise. In one or two

woi'da or a loolc the elders appear to have hypnotised the younger

ones. On one occasion a young girl told vf wife and myself ahout

natives killing and eating horses, I tried later on to get some

more information for the benefit of the police, An old man was

close by and heard me. He said a few words, and a look passed

11.: T '

*4. tyt*- • •—
... ..

i'.

;Vr

'A '-'.X:

between the two, and from that time I could not get a word fr<»i

the girl on the subject."

C.J. Annear states that "a newly born child is supposed to come

from an alligator or something of the kind; the native tella his

woman that he has seen the alligator and had arranged with it to

bring her a child,"

"A child born in arv tribe close here (iltzrey) is considered as

belonging to the tribe. Thus a Warrauarrie tribe child is a

Warranarrie, eto,"

The customs of oiroumciaion, subincision and a oertain eperatien

performed on young females "to ease confinement" are praetissd

by the Jltzroy River natives, (C.J, Annear)
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Totems

W. Harris, half casts, states that every native ha4 a totem of some

tind. The totem of his family was the emu, "but one totem did not

necessarily belong to the same family, sometimes different members

had different totems. Harris*s native name was Wir-dill, which

he says means »*aa emu sitting".

(Ask Jublbert about the following,)

Ihen any member of Harris's family died all the family were for*

bidden (ngul-gart?, ngoolgart?) to eat emu for a period which

lasted until some old man or woman, a relative who was not ®stiBg

from emu, or whose totem the emu was not, rubbed a piece of emu's

fat across the mouths of those Who were fasting when the ban was

removed. This method of hrsaking the fast must always be done

suddenly, and without those on whom it is performed being aware of

it beforehand. Sometimes those fasts were continued for years,

At all other times the natives freely ate of the food of the bird

or animal that was their totem. In some places it formed the

principal food.

The JPerth Hative Sohool was inaugurated September 1840, under the

support of the local G^ovemment and the Wesleyan Society.

According to the Be7, Hioholas of Broome the marriage laws and

class di'visions of the Broome, Beagle Bay, King's Sound and Derby

natives are as under ;*

Man Woman

Boronge fanaga

fanaga Porongo

KarimlMi Pareohar

Pareehar Karimba

Offspring

KariMba

Parechar

Porongo

Panaga
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W. Harris, half oaste, puts forward a theoiy with regard to the

origin of the Southern aborigines. Mount Saddlesaok (formerly

called "Mokine" is considered by Harris to hare been the "cradle

of the Southern race". At one time, masy ages ago, there wee a

great inland sea which coTered all the low-lying portions of the

Southwest leaving only the tops of the high hills visible.

Apparently this great sea was the result of a sudden disturbance

of the earth*s crust, as Harris speaks of "the remnant of the

first inhabitants living on Mokine, who were the only people saved

from the sudden inrush of the sea, and from these Mokine indiginss

the whole of the southern people are descended.

At Moogooloo (Mount BrookBian}| Harris is of opinion that the

sandridges which are to bo found for many miles at the base of this

mountain, were once the bed of the sea and that they are not due,
as geologists state, to the action of the wind. Harris thinks

that confirmation of this statement will be found on examination

of those sandridges which are nearest to Moogooloo, iriien it will

be seen that they contain the detritus of the various formations of

which Moogooloo is composed, which has been washed away from its

sides by the action of the sea beating against what was then the

shore.

A Kalgoorlie aborigine informed Mr* W.D. Campbell that the long

patterned boards, called by him dancing boards, represent a dark

patch in the Milky Way, the story being that "Father and Mother walk

about (travel) with little black boy, and by and by little fellow

take them round and stop one plaoe and me mere seen* Mother steps

in ettap looking after tueker. Ihther follow him up and find out

that the boy had picked up a "ooondang" and taken it away. They

had flown away into the sky and new form the dark patch in the

Milky Way*
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Mr. } ,A, Paaton in his Paper on Australia Peserta read at the R*Gr.s*

Meeting (Melh.) Au^st, mentions the discoTerar tp lir. Maltland

Brown, a proipeotor, of a fairskinned race of ahoriglnes in the

district east of the Virginia Ranges, Mr. McPhee exhibited an

Albino aborigine found in about the same longitude as the Virginia

Ranges, but about 200 miles north.
. 't..-

'V.

According to Mr* G* Simpson the Hampton Plains natifts appeared

to haTO iired almost entireljr on bardees or grubs. They also

roasted the fruit of a climbing plant something like a gourd.

They occasionally ate the auondong. When hungry they went forth

with a strong stick about I3|ii inches in diameter and 6 feet in

length and dug under the jam trees for bardees*

Mr* George Simpson describes the Hampton Plains natives as being

a sort of brown-blaek in colour and of a'height much below the

average. One native being only 5' 1" in height, who had however

two wives one of whom was 5* 5" and the other 5* 4", There were no

pug neses amongst them nor thick lips, their walk and general

hiarlng being very graeeful.

The Busselton natives odloulated the days as Beeja»kain (one (night*s)

gXeep), meeka kaia (one moon - a month), beemk kain (One year,

snamer to siuMier)*

Dr« Vilsea remarlHid that eaek day at noon, which they seemed to

knew with great ewaetness, the King George*s Sound natives, whOk'*

ever they night be, kindled a fire and by this means obtained know^

ledge of each ethers* situations* (Wilson's Voyages, P« 2b2)

• f;
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When the men come hack from hunting, the/ senA posataaa, hirds and

iguanas and other game they haTt caught to their wives and mothers

and children. The oldi men are the messengers, the pieces of meat

are wrapped up in grass, or hark or leaves and the messenger knows

each hundle and to which woman it helongs. When they arrive at

the women's camp they call out the names of those women for whom

they have presents. The women in return make cakes of seeds and

roots and have these all reafly to send hack to the men hy the

messenger. After the time of separation, which lasts for a month,

is over, the old men hid the women prepare themselves...**.«

A oontrxhutor to the Perth Gazette of August 16, 1h34, writing on

the suhjdot of the King George's Sound natives, thus further de*

scrihes Manyet who accompanied him in an excursion to the interior

P. of K.G.S. Kanyat.... .received and duly appreciated

mental treat of travelling over unknown and far distant ground,

seeing, touching and even oollaoting and preserving portions of

tress which he had hitherto only known to exist in name. His

vanity revelled in the idea that he had penetrated farther from

King George's Sound than Sakina, or any of his acquaintance, and

he treasured up in his memory a detailed recolleotiom ef the various

incidents and scenery, arranged in the form ef a Diary, where eaeh

day was designated hy some leading distinctive mark in the plaoe

of numerals, as the killing of a kangaroo (1st day), shoot whito

cockatoo (2nd day), oow moeal (soo a hulloek) (3rd day), and

such like."

Ihon a wanna waga was hold In Perth, the natives came from Cingin,

lork, Morthsm, Toojoo, Mooro Bivor, Dandaraga, Bovority, Pin^arrm,
Butthury and tasso, not south of the Vssso. Below the Tasso thoy

did net oomo, and not farther north than the Greeawiifli Plats asA

Horthampton and Champion Bay.

According to Prof. Tyler, the primitive stsgo of tattooing is shewn
in Australia where gashes are made and wood aihos ruhhsd in so that

the wounds heal in a knoh or ridge. The ineiaions art kopt opon fa*
a period, being powddrod with charooal or aahos. When the ridgaa
are eonsidorod well advanood the wounds are allowsd to hoal*^
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Vtoeti thajr see a son whom they haven't seen for some time, the

mother oriea and walla, heglnnlng la a long low tone and gradually

rising and lowering until aha Is finished*

Bishof Salvado states that some of the natives divided their year

into six different seasons and others into four oalled by them

Memorll Cielba (Jilba), Uooor (maggoro), Ponar (Boornooro)
Storlche
Bell* and Plroo (Berok), Spring, Winter, Autumn and Summer,
Australia
P. ^03 Dr. Salvado adds that the Arabs, as attested by

Tomllns (Universal Hlstoiy of the Hatlons of Antlauity, I843)

divided the year Into six seasons, the first of which was oalled

the flower or the herb season. It is woirthy of observation that

the Australians say also of the season of autumn that It Is the

season in which the new plents grow and -Qie flowers fade and fall.

The months, continues,Br. Sadvado, are distinguished by the moons,

without however giving them a particular name or dividing them Into

weeks and the days In another way are only distinguished by the

greater and smaller elevation of the moon.
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