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VJhen cats were new to Butaritari (^hey seem to have first been bronght by

v/halers in the they v/ere much prized. They were treated as humsji

beings and were adopted as children and grandchildren. Land was given to

the person who adopted a cat, under the title of te ba|-n uri. exactly as

in the case of human beings. V/hen two cats were mated, the full ritual

of the marriage ceremony was performed over

them.
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I'j" Cats ' ..••••, . . Butaritari

f" •'•''t u' Uhen cats uere neu to Butaritari (they seem to have first
been brought by whalers in the 1840s) they uere much prized.

• They uere treated as human beings and uere adopted as childrer

v 'i* and grandchildren. Land uas given to the person uho adopted

a cat, under the title of te ban uri, excatly as in the case

;/'*of human beings. Uhen tuo cats uere mated, the full ritual

of the marriage ceremony uas performed over them."'''
A ,
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For a description of Gilbertese marriage ritual see Grimble ' : • -(•

•^/ 1921 :29-34.
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Dogs

The dog (te kiri) uas considered a great delicacy, but under
f

the influence of European ideas it is no longer eaten, the

" . Gilbertese being nou almost ashamed uhen reminded that dog-
-u'•

flesh once formed part of his diet..' *4

-r..'
,• '>«•

I f

It is commonly believed a<K9«i§--E^-eip^aww that dogs uere
f •

i. • -...K
first introduced into the Gilberts by Europeans, but this is

o-tj-y^etL
K,.^' an error as island tradition speaks of a dog being^^a Beruan
• ' "''r... 1 called Teikake uhen Touatu of flatang landed there 20 or more

, generations ago.

- The uarrior Uakeia is also reported to have ouned a

dog, uhich he fed exclusively on fish; for this reason, uhen

he had conquered an island, he aluays seized the islets and

the extremities of the land uhere fish uere plentiful.

i\.\ Six generations ago a Tarauan named Tokitoba is said
V ' ii. „ •

r. to have ouned a dog, and there are still old men living uho

; - as children remember hearing of dogs before the first reintro-
' r %T- -

„ r duction of the species by Europeans.

•• But it seems that native dogs uere becoming scarceer
' ' #*

*•_ •*'>. ; '• and scarcer during the generations preceding the coming of

the Flag, so that at the arrival of the British Government

in 1892 it is doubtful if there uere any animals of the ;',h

r ' indigenous br00d in the Group.

. '

X
For other animals used as food in the Gilberts see Grimble

\ f.

1933:28.
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