The first thing was Te Bo-ma<te-maki (the Darimess and the
Cleaving Together): no men were within it, for it was
piteh-dark (Fotonsitons) and Heaven lay upon Earth.

Heaven stirred (ins), Earth stirred: they rubbed together
a8 the hands of a man (are rubbed), and behold! Tabakea grew
between them. Tabakea was the Eldest, for he was the Lfiratborn,

Heaven stirred again, Earth stirred: Nel Titungbine wms
born - the sister of Tabakea. After her grew Ia Kelbuarikl,

o man, and el Te-ngangn-atu (The-thousand-headed), & woman,
This was the first generation.

Tobakea ley with hisz sister Titusabine, and these were their
children: Auriaria, Taburinel, Tebusarikl, R11ki, el Tedvenei,
liekae the Elder, Xorereke, Karabinoblno, Nawel, Aoxrao. There
was another chlld of Tabakea, who grew from no woman, for he
grew from a eleft in the forehead of Tabekea: his nenme was
ia Areau.

Na Keibuaxilki, the brother of Tabakem, begot children: we
~ Imow not the mame of his wife. These were the ohildren of
Iia Kalbuariki: Na Mareve-nl-buarilki, Nan Teabon-te-buarlki,

Tlan Te-~tae, Nang Xonim, lla Bourl-rai, Na Aba-lia, Na Nouo,
len Tolkiara, Te-bike-n-taing, Birong.

el Te-nganga~-atu, the sister of Tabakea, bore childven: she
lay with no mam, These were the names of her chlldren;

e Kibono (Virgin), Na Menalkiaki, Te-bwebwe-n-nong, Ilel Taomabala
Koetoa, Taningama-lele (Flap-ears), Katubetanga, Kororania,
almuariku (& stingray), Keumard, To Unimaene (014 mem), -
pag-n-ongutl, el Mamibere, Na Un (Anger), Rengu-abe (Lond of
nangn ), Aba~neneec (Land of Nencao), Atu~tebubua (Hundred-
neaded ), Taninga-roba (Huge-eared), Karemakuma, Te~bubo-reirvaiki
( The-navel-inverted), limta~ereere, To-i%i ('ﬂ:.ﬁ lighteing),
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Koro=buto (Cutter of navel g% im‘;;.tlical coxd), Tmmmeng (Ashes ),
Kou-Imte~-oba, la Karabebe.

A1l these people, the children of Tabakea, and el
ratusfbine, and N Kalbuerdld, end Tel Te-ngmnge-at, g%:e‘ii’
on the overside of Heaven, for Heaven wes (made of) rock: it
hed lends. = Many were the londs of Heaven, aud their name

Te Bn{gz{}ﬂa _~“was TeqRonglroro. The Navel of Te{Fonglroro was Banabe, and
. the Anc;astors who dwelt on Banabe were Inbakea, Tel Titusybine,
To Keibuarild, Vel To-nganga-gtu, and Hielr progeny, Each
land of Tesbbngiroro wes separate (lan-ueko -11t. Zumsed
with 1%s An&estors.

The land to North and East of Baneba was called Nengiro:
the Ancestors there were Nel 'iemm and Balmatoa (ster nemes),

: Thelanﬂ.toﬁoﬁ:hanﬂﬁest@&lledmn, and the
Ancestors were Nel Beia, Matiriki (a star), el Nanglitane,
and Matinabe (a star). 3

The land to East was called Abo~rirings (Lend of burning
smlight: & collective name for the Gilbert Group): Tarawa
was its head., The Ancestors of Tarawa were Tabakea, el
Titundbine, Auriaria, Bekoa, Keltetere, Tauorooro..

The lond to West was called Matalrsngo, alse Te-bike-n-
onioniki (The changing island), and Tensbal, end Welturu, and
Kabi-n-tongo. The Ancestors there were these: first el
Tetoron, ond then the progeny of Nei Totoroa - Nan Talatels,
Buatun, lNen Ruru (a star), Ranga-abe (Iend of Remga), Bu-abe
(Tand of Bu).

Tabanaba was also & land to West: the Ancestors there
vere Zau-abe, Nel Telmrare, Talbalke, Taubareroa, la Kekea,
Paineno, Buari

A1l these lends were in TesTbngiroro, on the overside of
feavens +they were the first lands, and the Ancestors thewve
were the Pirst Auncestors.

Heaven lay on the face of the EZarth, and it wes not yet '
1ight. Then Auriarias, the child of Tabelken and Nei Tituagbine,




arose and walked over Tedfongiroro. He was o glant., He saw
that Heaven clove to Farth, so he asgked Tabaken, saying, "What
shall T do %o separate them?" Tabakea gave him a staff, so
tnat he might plerce the rock of Heaven and enter beneath 1%:
TE Rokpy +the name of that steff was Tesfodkeu. Then Aurierla opened &
path through the rock with the end of his sitaff: ho onbered
beneath, and behold! he pushed Heaven upwards from below, end
carried 1% sloPt on his shoulders (gmola-rokel.  Then he
called hig brother Korereke (o stingray) to cut the roots of
the wock where they clsve to Eerth, end he old Riiki the
Eel %0 1iP% Heaven on high. So Heaven was separated from
Earth, but 1% wes not yet light; end the lands of Te+bongiroro
proke awey Prom the body of Heaven and fcll into the mea, they
and their Ancestors. '

Then again cane the time for Tabakea to beget ehlldren: he

lay with Vel Unilkgal (species of shark); his children were
| Aurlaris the Yownger, Taburarlld the Yowger, Tewel the Yowiger,
: Aam the Younger, n:m‘l mony others, These also were ancestors,
nabaisen stayol on Banebe with his children, bub his son
Ha”hm who had sprung from his Porehead (11t. tvenss
sheod ), went to Bem, vhere he begot o
dnughter naned Hel Angi-ni-macao,

Put Aurieria the Elder, the son of Tabekea with Nel Tituofe
Yine, wews South over the sen, for ﬂ.,‘,ﬁ,hu work 4o nelke
ready 8ll he lands of the Farth, He ot G sea to Soutiex,
and behold! his oot struck a reef which stood in his path,
mhat reef he ralsed out of the depthe, and he made of 1t a
great land: he called 1t Tamoa~te-lngoe (Tamoa~the-namesule),
por Toamos was the neme of his house-place (kagdusn) on Banaba.

Auplevia Finished making Temoa with its meuninins, When
that wms done, he took a mkshell (molluse, like & huge
susgel) and flung 1% to the East: it became the Sum, Then
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he ook & hlmptodnin shell (nerite plicete) end flung 1% Yo
the West: 1% become the Moom. After that, it was light.

: : = 1R
‘Vhen it wes 1light, he planted his staf? Taf;aa:&:a.u upon Tamoa,
and it became the Tree of Tomot. '

The \'.L‘re'e stood upon the mp‘m'baiu of Tamoa, and people grew
upon ite brenches. After a ¥ime, Auriaris was not content
with the Tree, so he cut off g brench and ihrew it Northwards:
thet bronch becane Tonoutl. He cub off another branch: its
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name wes Hﬁfmﬁu’: _??I}Ita‘gu*b off & third brench: its name was
Tuku-betow He cub off the principsl brench: 1% became
Abememn,  Agsin, he cut 022 o long hammchs 1% becems Tabit-
cuch, Again, he cut off a branoch which he &id not whittle
dowm but threw awny as 1t woas: that bronch =sée made the

elght islends to Southward of Abs-riringe. Another branch
became the west of the lands of owr people (i.e., the Gilbertese
gpeaking commmities)., And behold! he took a branch that
grew just below the crest, and that became Bubtarlterxi.

Then the Tree leaned to the side, and fell: 1ts people
dropped upon the land of Tabewna, and the people of its erest
settled in Budldroro and the line of Westemn islands. The
roots followed the trunk: <they floated North from Temoa amd
giayed at Tarawa. metmmmmmm.ﬂm Trees
these are thelr names - o kpl-ni-l =i .

(wo forms of magic ritual used by composers of ehmlng ehmta),
I : 0 (omefthafnmafritualuaﬁdfnrme
mim-tion of youths into manhood), sk
txap of Ta Aveaun), To keve (the fonmle ﬁié‘fﬂ-): 2¢ kabanemn (the
mple 0rgan). |

Pow were all lands complete vith the things that were
hereln, And behold! the ¥oot of the Trec on Tsvawe threw
wp 8 wew shooty +the stem grew siraight, without brenches, o
tleaven. Then Ngaina-buake (Stormy Dawm) mounted sud lay with




the orest of the Tree; it was preguant and a child came forth,
who wos called Obala.

When Auviaria had cut o2f all the branches of the Tree of
Tamos, he left that lend end went North to Beru, There lived
Wel Angliniimaenc, the child of Ha:_ﬁffeau. at Tablang on the
Horthern end of the land.

Aurieria lay with Vel Angl4ni4maeno: two children were
born, The first-bomn wes called Te4antismaspomata (The half
epirit half man); the second was oa;l'le& Ila. Boborau (8% 77:-
Iraveller).,

After those children were bora, Aurieris said to hls wAfe 3
"omen, let us go to my kaslnen (house<place) vhich 1g at
Baneba”, She prevented him not: +they arose and mowted
upon their camoe named Tobern-ni-kal-ni-butl-nl-beru (Swmit-
of-trec~of-gwifttness-of-Beru),

When they arrived at Banaba, thege were the amcestors who
lan@ed with them - Nem Tebubu, Kouteba, Namalmina, Neng
Kabutla, el Teborata, Ua Mone-ni-mate; and their leader
(matomd) was Wei wmmao. It was these who portioned
out the lemd, and dwelt in the three places Tablang, Uma,

?t'é

Thelr ehildren dwelk there to this day; and
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the fourth place is Tabwews, where dwell the children of

Tabakes mﬂﬁtﬂ* mmammbn when Luriaris
mmmm‘kw
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Hiz seell wnz Te Busnsanitl (The Breed of Spirizs) who had
mestery some over the wind, and some over the zain, and sone
over the sunshine, These spirlits are forever at variomce




between thenselves, and thus it is that sowitimes The rain
wineg the victory on Banpba and sometimes it is conguered by
the Arought.

Fiom the Breéed of Spivits sprane the BYGsd of Bivds, whish

1live in the byanches of the X
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T From the Brecd of Biwds sprang the Breed of len.
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