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18 December, 1988.

Dear Reid,

You have certainly performed marvels on the 'Song of
Moiwa', the more unexpected because I remember that on two
occasions you had put it in your 'too-hard basketf.

Version B is in my opinion the finest piece of poetry
you have ever uwritten, and without any question deserves pub-
lication in its own right as conveying the imagery and beauty
of the reconstructed Gilbertese version without deviating
more from that text than Fitzgerald did in his 'Rubaiyet of
Omar Khayyam' rendition of the Persian original.

Fitzgerald's translation despite being a very free one
is generally considered to be an improvement on the original;
and I would venture to say the same of yours.

Alas but after several readings I cannot detect any
patent inconsistencies or misinterpretations, but this may
admittedly be due to my own inadequate knowledge of classical
Gilbertese and in particular its use of allegoric substitutions
for reality which constitutes so much of the charm of its
poetical compositions.

Furthermore I lack the time at the present juncture to
work out each sentence with the aid of Sabatier and other
reference material; and you also lack the time while I attempt
what could well prove a fruitless task. After all without
wishing to be modest I have not a tithe of your linguistic
knowledge.

But no matter, for I have every expectation that if
Latouche succeeds in enlisting the interest of the right old
men you will have some thought provoking commentaries to aid
you in preparing a final version.

As to the bonito Atinai being a totem of a section of
the pre-Samoan inhabitants I can only say that it sounds likely
enoughj; but we know nothing of their culture. My conjecture
is that they were a mixture of Melanesian, or Malayo-Polynesian,
people probably hailing from the New Hebrides and a part of
the Samoan (or rather pre-Samoan) invaders who had either stayed
behind or returned earlier. But whatever the reason actuating
the poet in identifying himself with the bonito it seems that
he did: it may have been its swiftness or some other character-
istic.

Again why Abemama should be the locale of the Song of
Moiwa (or of this version) beats me: still we do not know
which of the invading clans conquered that island. Abemama
may have been chosen because the Gilbertese considered it to
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be the centre of the Gilbert Group, and therefore as typifying
the invasion of the whole of Tungaru. I suppose that this
was why Captain Davis raised the Flag first on Abemama instead
of Butaritari.

But I doubt very much whether Arebaio of Beru was the
author of the 'Song of Moiwa', or whether the author was an
ancestor of his,. A kuna on an episode dating back to the
14th century and of that classic quality would surely have
been part of the traditional repertoire of the Gilbertese
people; and Arebaio merely the person who recited it for Grimble.
There are, I understand, other versions extent on other islands.

Honor has made a copy of your effort in case you wanted
it for Latouche. She did it a bit darker to aid readability
and we have kept another in case of need, thus enabling us
to send you as many as you want at short notice.

Congratulations on a monumental task well accomplished,
and my thanks for reading the tail end of Grimble and for your
kind words on how it has turned out to date - it does look a
bit better than I had expected and more like a book: let us
hope that your predictions are realised and it sells more than
the twelve copies I had predicted,

Yours,

Hwa//
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