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A song of Naka

The tronslotion has been made from two Gilberiese texis,one of which is
n Joter tronecriotion in Grimble's hond,cnd from which o consolidated text
hos been drown.
2. Grimble introduees his transcription as followus:

" Song of the wvoyage of Naka cnd Nibongibong from Samoc to the
Horih, when they fled from the basket full of sichiness cnd
01l evil things whiech were cost oul of Hecven unon enrth when
the world was crected.
The poet uas Toburec of Arorce who died obout ¢ century cgo

( i.e. c. 1820 AD )."

The ottribution conflicts with the originnl Gilbertese text which scys thot
the poet wos Koriri of Torowa. The content of the poem ond lenguoge used

seem to suppot o southern origin.

8. To expound on Grimble's brief introduction,iﬁhe poern l1links the
eorly tradition of the universael creatéon by Narecu (Bomatemoké) and the later,
specific one of the Ancestral Tree of Tomoa (Kai n Tikuobo). In the former,
dokeo ond Nei Nibongibong fled from the bnsket of sorrowvs to their home in
Bouru, the Ilrnd of departed spirits, where their daughters, Nei Koramakunc
in particulor, fed on the totoos of rrriving spirits and the nupils of the
eyes of those who hod none.

4. Here, the poet pictures o Tomoo from which lorecu is preparing
to eril in pursuit of Neko ond Nei Nibongibong who hove Glrecdy Teft for
Torowo (Stenzes lond 2 ). Ston,o 3 is on interpolotion telling of their

daughter!s destiny on Bouru, Manrco béing symbolic of the world of the living.

5. The gift of Nereou to his people (Stanso 4) is elsewherec held
by Grimble to be the betel nut. Since that nut is exotic to the Poeecific
Islonds, it is more reasonable to acdept Kabubu ( the word used in the
Gilbertese texts) in its literal sense of dried, pulverized fruit of the
pondonug, still used for sustenocnce be the traveller..?

¥

AL aan



34

4 Song of Neko

All is recdy for the voyage,
For the flight from Tomoo's shores,
Great Noreocu will speed ocuwny
In his crnoe, ' Te Adkoruru '.

All is re~dy,nouw.

NVoke cnd Nei Nibongibong

Hpnpe token to the ser

And sciled auwy to Tarcuo

Where they stopped cnd moted.
Their children were lei Tounikai
Nei Karomakuno

And Neil lotonucruc.

n Each of you shall have a doury,
A plot of lIlond to cacll your oun.
Go, seek it for cuny from here
And woit there for the itroveller
From Monra, When he comes

Hold on to him, peck out his eyes
And torment him who dores

To look so tronquilly on me™.

Let us return to Tomoo

And hecr the tnle unfold.

How they were overwhelned and fled
Across the timeless sea.

They feored the mighty Nareau

And took his gift sublime

Awoy with them - the precious gift
Of red pondonus fruit.

They mashed cnd dried cnd powdered X it

To store in woven leoves.

In Thmoo, their portion was
Grey hoirs, decaying teeth
And mony other sichknesses

One con!t remenber now.

They cost their lots by pleiting stronds
Ofyaung poIm—lecves in twos and fours
And recd the omens., MNoreou

Hog floun cwcy towords the north

To guestion Noko who

Js soiling, wvery slowly, on

But he hos nothing to import

g




Except chout the southern rout

Yhich hosn'!t run its full course yet.

n So, you're cbout to put to sec

I'm sure we'll meet cgoin !

But tcoke o shoot or two with you

And plont them for cuwoy

Upon ¢ new home facing south.

There, let them multiply.

Let ecch bring offspring forih, cs strong
And sturdy cs the heart

Of the Ancestrol Tree.

And moy they countless be !
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