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5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

/VCl >/ i CL /•'/ Ci

r Tetera of To.hdixn.g, Bern )
T 8 be-LA.

A , .

/ .CSL^fp tr^ f/\ .fWy
the time to soAl has come^

A^lass:s}0.fr^Mmnds^s=m:r In-up .lm..f'ha..oKui.

The sturdy steering oor is lashed to
is ja. h' fo / _

Ttrj ni Kuria pii!-fes=€«2s^s^®=ssa»

canoe.

The crabs upon the beach, the
TkjtXJZ

• f cc J\ ds.,

yrf^ omens, tell of perfect sailing daj/sj
/f't'fAn, Ac S ••'••

Anel:^=&s=it>e sp&^sd ctmay eus^&ss the ocean wide.

trrtp.

_/- /ifcR. /=»-/<.
Ortr-tnrgh-,—trhe-crrrss-of •Kcma Is shining

/ Aj /vv-a sz-c /is*. •-? o /iSft* *v -SA..*/ /
-•e^T±-A^rrm--Att@--^4-i~-^hert~^-mf»-e4--up- the shy,

/ AA ,;^i2wC^ aAW<»-V -&«. A-1 >^j^/ /ife , -TG-< *cCrfl <t».C CLfS-^c^S,
4i»>g cloudr~41m^t^Ad' it- fnom nur aight, »

y-tf fc-V'v C?"»^ ^ T ^ ^ •
brnghv and cloari, '>

/ /HiCVCjU. (., /- /
yt/i!- lifted while I lool'iMu-o 'aiTXieuely. '

Ot/r* stoifces include the choicep^^flesh.

Thin as a leaf, of deep-sea fish:

Bara-hua, Ingimeo,

And Tew^ — yellow in great shoals.

These are the fish that we shall catch
/?5 V g I f i ,

igito TOj/cgo^ on our

V-^-.
•, - :•£ •

fj'

The loa.ves will rise and fall and will your pillow be,

The choppy sea ipill n^ch my proud canoe.
Uyt L.( >uO I '(^ t*,v W®

And-wy-oui--llTLLe^jioMm,-t-9-~el-&^p as on the ocean rolls

No splashing water will
V

Vou may trust your captain, a master mariner

IVho knows the siMr-l:ere--af-Atve--sautkerr.~.3AAr&a,^•

- S8

I'itw—is a seAlor br.ad^. 9^<ie who can reo.d-. the clouds

TheA—gaAher ,-- h-e-verdfng high-;-~srbaua tiie-l-erS.
'flc A(<^ t-t

we may saAl aioay in weather hind and calm,

I'll ca.ll upon the hnowMdge of the post.

I'll cast my lots to tell which of the days to come

Will bring us stormy weather or fair winds.

0 let the prow of my canoe

Cut through the seas to clearer shies.

And mry I keep o knouAng eye

Upon the tell-tale clouds above.

There's many at. omen to behold.

There's one thai wells up from^ the deep

'̂ &6. iXVA^



. My float ^\ims o'er the waves before a friendly wind.

But, when^windt siweepju^on us from the west.

From, Naba,na,ba, then, f,h^r force can overturn
Udnoes and leave us foundering in the sea.

11
At dxiim, I' 11 co,st a, magic spell

Above the wahe of my canoe;

And, from the oceo,n, roAse my net.
Ol

Threo,4. oil the fish upon line

ja? pile them for'ard in the bow.

See, on the skyline far a^way,

In layers the clouds are- piling up.

For, as I scatter wide the waRe,

It shimmers, gliTmners,and it bursts

Into a halo where the lands

Of Matang from Tamoa lie.

Now the wind is blovnng, sweeping down the path

That winds from Ka,bintongo, fa,r beyond

The farthest reo-ches of the ebbing tide; out there

The Kua and Nei TeboAbure abide.

2^^ My sight is set upon the dork horizon, where
The Kun rnd Urikameren will rise.

I fix the glow of light, whence Kaburara spro^ng.

And concentrate on steering to its source.

15.

1^

The Tropic Birds take off into the southern shy —

The flock ms pfoating, waiting on the sea —

They cry bemuse the light is but a feeble glow,
Ao ffyy, V ^ -

But it'iwi=id guide me am I -njJ o.long^

You will see the heavenly staAion

Of Tebuhare , my homelo,nd

Vfhen the day has turned to darkness.

Set a course beneoAh the night-sky.

Straight for that celestial stoAion

Low upon the west horizon.

You luill see the -trail the turtle,

Nei Katutetang, is making;

And the long-tniled S'MIIows swooping

Down to scroAch her shell, oA midday,

She will sno.p and they will scatter,

Round her smooth shell, pounce and peck her.

I vnll take my spike and capture

Nei KoAuteta,ng, the turtle—

She who drifted down from heaven

-



• ;• I'. '• f: — 30 —

Source of oil m.y art and wisdomu

18. And where are all my rivals now?

0, they are standing at my side.

There, they ivo.it to pichjfty brains and
• .*•

Gather uv my seoris oy loisdom; 1 " "
y •vv' 7 '" ' ' '

Fish for tiny hits/of knowledge, •..••f.yf.hi'.

Pry in every hole and corner.

Put I'11 adorn the prow of my canoe with shells

And sail a.vxiy across the oceanyd^.
Once, twice, I smack the imves to overcome their wrath.

To reach the lands —^Beru and Onotoa.

SO. In idle mood, I ride upon th^^lo.zy sea
tfhere streaky currents flow; and there I wolch

A bobbing Buha brorclt drift slowly past me as

A bo My wind from Nabanaba blows.

SI. I'11 speak of Tautebu and Nareau, and how
On their canoe, Te—Anga—Manono,

They sailed from Tarawa,, though to their anchor—rope

Nei f^otebenua held firm and fast., •

They met their quarry on the reef —

Nei Kinatau—tekoha who

In fury, sped av.ny to sea

And to her death, when suddenly

They roughly stirred her from, her sleep.

Her home was Bike in the haze

And mists of dribing rain; and there

Her coconuts and screw-pines stood.

"V'''

N F • •. •

oQ Phe turned into a fowl and beo.t ^zo. - ! '* *

Herjvings, and like a cockerel cried^ »

A&yMLedd.y into the sec she fell.

Cut down by the men of Ma.tang

From Tamoa who did not want

To have to fight and slay again.

None of her kin were feft o.live

By the two sons of Farea.u,
✓

Bold MoPun.—kikirui and

His brother Mo.tua - rirao.

Hhen tivo foes meet far out at sea

There will be bitter rival0ry.

Hurry, 0 hurry on that you may follow doim

The path the starry cross of Kama takes

Across the night-time sky. Its transit lies betvjeen

Minm Eimwimata ami Nei Tebaibure.



25. mark the courses of the currents, west and east.

And note their limits where the sea divides;

You must be mo.ster of the navigator's art,

IVhich is unhnovm to ordinary men.

26, So for, you do not know enough about the sea,

Nor when the weather's fit for travelling.

I've learnt all the stations across the starry sky

And how, throughout my boyage, they will move.

- 31 -

27. You' 11 see from very fa.r away

The croum of Teieretia,

That noble tree, that splendid tree,

Ifhich gave its shelter to the fluh folk

Of Matang who from Tamoa came.

To look vjpon that handsome race

Nould dazzle you; and. you iwould turn
kJLy

Ai^.u_^%d plunge into a pool.

2Q, The tide is on the rmhe, the equinoctial tide

Wells UD end floods in from the ocean deep.,

It's neco'ly o.t its peak and forms o shining shee'p,

Of wa,ter cohering up the shallow reef.

Look up into the sky as though it vjere a roof.

And from the middle rafter is take a line

High up to the ridge-pole. On one side is the east

And on the other one there lies the west.

The pillars of the shy are learning, out of plumb.

I'll push th&m over, cleave the sky in two.

Thus was the pitcher, filled with glory, s-pl i t-^^As^rtswo

Upon the humbled. Molang from Tamoa..

31

32-

I unll be faithful to each one of my ta.boos

Until 2 reach my home, Kinae, which lies

Under the southern stars, ftst my canoe be wrecked

2y tempest and, the fury of the deep.

Or, though I have to drift upon a. burnished calm

Of asure-blue seas starring lazily,

'Where porpoises o.nd v}ho.les jump high and dive below

The surfo.ce, rippled by their endless games.

\

Y



S3,' Then my canoe will speed away, '

Dip out of sight among the waives,

And rise again as it sails off

Toutcrds the shyline in the east.

Away it scuds to meet the clouds

Low down in the night—time shy,

Where giant Rimwimata shines

And Kamanuha redly glows.

Then, in the quickening darkness rise

Kua. and Nei Teharaitoa

And KomoAahi and Rameang.

34. The vxi.ves reverberate as mighty Tohsa

And Rehua roll on in noisy glee.

Lhe white-caps toss and dance, whipped up on choppy seas.

So OS I shall calm m^ ardour to set sail,

35, If you should take a chanee and sail in canoe

Before the proper sailing season's come.

You'd quickly lose your wa,y and wander aimlessly

About, and then be utterly confused.

oQ^ yeSf you be deceived by those beguiling clouds
* Ik,

I'lhich float and puff apout^the sky;

For those that tell you where the shores and islands lie

Look like o. Baneawa, -pearly/ white.

Urge on our fast canoe, cut through this matchless sea.

To meet the daim when Ba.iniman sinks down

Into the surge and rose—red ioa.y^es that lap

The shores of Timirau end Tangaroa,

38.

39.

40.

it till the season comes, the fifth phase of Nei Auti,

i'/hich ushers in the time for voya.ging;

IVhen the naves diminish, and ocean currents flow

Nestvxi-rds in the day, eastwards in the night.

Tho.t is when fair weather invites us to embark,

Ifhen storms and dangers to canoes have passed;

And when we rea,d the sky to note each passing phase
A.O/-s (C

That lea.ds up to the time to pessss our sails.

Far off onfhe east horizon

Cutting through the waves, hull doim,

By conoe, vjith rigging shrieking

In the wind, outsails the roving

Tarr -ons from Aboban. Ah,

How it flies across the ocean ',

- 55 -



-• There's a certain season in which the sperm- whale runs

And rises on the how of my co.noe;

It leaps and twists and turns then, threshing angrily.

It m.eno-ces our safety as it Igoiro.

^2. I dab my cheeks with sand and red pandanus fruit,
I cast a spell upon my fishing spear

From Bikena., a.nd send it, sharp, upon its loay

To strike the whale down, dead, deep in the sea.

Beuare the deadly jvahe, the 'vake of the co.noe

^f Bue end Rirongo, which spurts up

Into the shy a.nd clouds, brim—full with rain, to furm

A loo.terspout called Nei Nakiniwae.

- 33

44. '•^hough you may try your best, though you may seek them out.
You'11 never catch a sight of their canoe.

Though silly, unskilled sailors chase the waterspout
And think to pull it down — it soars away.

Above, the sky is overcast.

All p.ound, the sea is turbulent.

My dim eyes strain as heavy clouds

•^oll in upon me from the south;

For, I am sailing my canoe

Towards the Matang and Tamoa.

46.

47-

48'

So that I may reo.ch there sdfely,

I'll change direction, turn a.bjout

And set my course stroAght for the land^

Ashore, I' 11 lo.y up my canoe

And chock the keej) above the ground.

I'll take the strongest, toughest leo.ve3

Of a pan.da.rais tree ond tie

Them tight to the outrigger float;

Then thread them thvough the forward spar

And bach ond round the outer stay.

So my canoe lies safe and sound.

Do not be faint-hearted, nor fear to make for land,

The magic sand vnll find its own wa.y home.

I scatter some a.nd 'wa,tch it -ohile it floats aiw.y

Upon the sea. ahead of my conoe.

Rirongo, my canoe, well-found and tight sails on,
I nm about to run her to the shore;

For my rig is straining, and my sails o.re shredding
As I confront on o,ngry, raging sea.



And when his senses slip away

In fears and doubts amid the stc^

The mariner cries out aloud:

"I do not hnow which way to turn

Among the mists o'erwhelming me

50. I'11 chide my coward heart and sweep my fears away

For I have far to go to reach my home;

0 magic coconut, let me of courage drink

•^nd clear the cobwebs of my troubled mend.

34 -

51. The clouds above my home are light and thinly spread 1
"• •5, •

ffh •• '

Across the sea. They hong deceptively

And o'er the land disslove. The fleet of Matang saiis , ; ^

In through the threshold of the eastern sky '.

4 . -

•t •" .

• •! •
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